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Geographical Profiling



Geographical Profiling
Geographical profiling is one strand of bottom-up offender profiling 
and involves the analysis of crime locations and times to identify 
patterns of an offender. Geographical profiling involves comprehensive 
analysis of the location of crimes; this informs profilers and police 
about whether the offender travels to commit crimes, or if they 
are committing crimes close to their own home. In addition to this, 
geographical profiling is able to suggest a ‘jeopardy circle’ based on 
where crimes have been committed, to identify where the risk for 
others is.  
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Farrington (1996)



Farrington (1996)
Aim: Farrington (1996) aimed to show that offender behaviours are 
rooted in physiology and biological vulnerabilities. 

Method: 411 males were investigated from 397 families, looking for 
patterns in family experiences. Farrington looked at criminal records 
and convictions of parents and children in each of the families. 

Results: 75% of families where a parent was an offender, also had 
a child that had been convicted of a crime.

Conclusion: This finding concluded that children who are biologically 
predisposed to commit crime, often do go on to become an offender, 
suggesting that biology is as influential as the biological explanation 
proposes. 
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Samenow (1976)



Samenow (1976)
Aim: Samenow (1976) aimed to support the link between cognitive 
distortions and offender behaviours by looking at the thoughts and 
cognitions of convicted offenders. 

Method: Samenow (1976) conducted a longitudinal study of 225 male 
prisoners, some of whom were in a typical prison and some of whom were 
in a secure facility due to mental health issues. After interviews which took 
place over 14 years, thinking patterns emerged in all offenders.

Results: The study showed that most of the offenders had criminal 
thoughts about the need to be in power and that most also demonstrated 
crime-related thinking errors which included fantasising about 
inappropriate things.

Conclusion: The findings from this study support the claim that offenders 
or people who are likely to offend may do so because of problems in their 
cognitions, rather than in their biology. 
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Underdeveloped Superego



Underdeveloped Superego
An individual with an underdeveloped (weak) superego will not 
demonstrate the ability to distinguish between right and wrong and 
will not follow an acceptable moral code of behaviour. This is one of 
the aspects that can lead to offender behaviours and a disregard for 
the law and other people, according to the psychodynamic approach. 
An individual may have an underdeveloped superego if they have 
not been successful in overcoming their Oedipus (boys) or Elektra 
(girls) complex during the phallic stage of development, thus failing 
to identify with their same-sex parent and internalise appropriate 
morals.    


