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AQA A Level Sociology topic TEN MARKERS: crime & Deviance

1. Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which deviant subcultures respond to 
blocked opportunities. (10 marks)

2. Using Item A analyse two ways in which society’s response to crime and deviance benefits the 
ruling class. (10 marks)

3. Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why right realist approaches to crime and 
deviance might ‘achieve control but not justice.’ (10 marks)

4. Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why some ethnic groups are much more 
likely to be stopped and searched by the police than others.  (10 marks)

5. Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which gender socialisation might lead to 
gender differences in rates of offending. (10 marks)

6. Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why members of an “underclass” might be 
more likely to commit crimes. (10 marks)

7. Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which globalisation might be causing an 
increase in crime. (10 marks)

8. Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why a minority of green crimes are pros-
ecuted by the criminal justice system. (10 marks)

9. Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why situational crime prevention strategies 
may not be effective in reducing crime. (10 marks)

10. Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which people’s characteristics or behaviour 
might contribute to being a victim of crime. (10 marks)
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ITEM A 
 
People are set goals by society, but not everyone has an equal chance of achieving those goals by 
legitimate means. Barriers to achievement might include where people live, as well as educational 
attainment. There are a variety of ways in which subcultures can respond to this. 
 

 
Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which deviant subcultures 
respond to blocked opportunities. (10 marks) 
 
Subcultures	are	groups	within	mainstream	society	that	have	
their	own,	different,	norms	and	values.	Functionalists	suggest	
these	subcultures	are	often	formed	when	opportunities	are	
blocked.	Inversion	of	mainstream	norms	and	values	or	total	
retreat	from	society	are	two	of	the	ways	in	which	subcultures	
may	respond	to	a	lack	of	opportunity.	
	
Albert	Cohen	developed	his	theory	of	status	frustration.	He	
notes	that	young	working	class	boys	are	often	low	achievers	
at	school;	this	means	that	opportunities	to	succeed	on	
mainstream	terms	are	blocked.	The	boys	respond	by	forming	
a	subculture	which	inverts	the	norms	and	values	of	
mainstream	society.	What	is	considered	good	or	praiseworthy	
by	the	majority	is	seen	as	negative	and	deserving	of	censure	
in	the	subculture,	and	vice	versa.		Because	they	are	unable	to	
attain	high	status	by	conforming	to	societal	values,	members	
of	the	subculture	carry	out	anti‐social	acts	and	commit	crimes,	
thereby	garnering	high	status	within	their	group.		What	Cohen	
notes	is	not	dissimilar	to	the	anti‐school	subcultures	
recognised	by	Paul	Willis	in	his	“Learning	to	Labour”	study.	
However,	Cohen	has	been	criticised	for	concentrating	on	
working‐class	boys	without	seriously	engaging	with	social	
class	or	gender.	Some	sociologists	have	questioned	whether	
members	of	delinquent	subcultures	consciously	invert	the	
norms	and	values	of	mainstream	society	rather	than	
committing	criminal	acts	out	of	boredom	and	a	desire	for	
excitement.	
	
Cloward	and	Ohlin,	on	the	other	hand,	considered	how	the	
area	in	which	someone	lives	might	affect	the	sort	of	deviant	
subculture	they	join	and	how	that	subculture	responds	to	
blocked	opportunities.	A	lack	of	socio‐economic	opportunity	
through	education	does	not	automatically	mean	that	an	
individual	will	either	embark	on	a	criminal	career	or	succeed	
as	a	criminal.	The	locality	in	which	people	live	can	block	
opportunities	for	success	through	crime,	too,	depending	on	
whether	organised	criminal	networks	already	exist	in	the	
neighbourhood.	Where	no	such	network	exists,	a	criminal	

	
There	is	no	requirement	for	an	
introduction	for	10‐mark	
questions.	However,	it’s	a	good	
opportunity	to	make	your	“2	
ways”	fully	clear.	
	
	
One	of	the	“hooks”	in	the	item	
(educational	achievement)	has	
been	picked	up	here	and	linked	
to	Cohen.	Cohen’s	theory	is	
briefly	outlined.	This	is	picking	
up	AO1	marks	(knowledge)	
and	AO2	(application	of	
material	from	the	Item).	
	
	
	
Some	analysis	begins	with	the	
comparison	with	Paul	Willis	
(and	it’s	good	to	be	synoptic).	
	
Here	is	some	evaluation.	The	
mark	scheme	asks	for	
“appropriate	
analysis/evaluation”.	
	
	
Another	“hook”	is	taken	up	
here	with	the	idea	that	locality	
might	link	to	blocked	
opportunities.	
	
Cloward	and	Ohlin	explained	
succinctly	with	a	focus	on	one	
specific	response	(retreatism).	
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subculture	might	become	retreatist	(drop	out	of	society)	and	
the	response	might	therefore	be	to	engage	in	drug‐taking	or	
similar	activity.	Cloward	and	Ohlin	identified	this	response	
alongside	others,	such	as	organised	crime	and	fighting	for	
territory.	In	reality,	however,	many	deviant	subcultures	
involve	two	or	more	of	these	characteristics.		Gangs	making	
large	sums	of	money	from	drug	dealing	also	use	the	drugs;	
and	they	fight	with	other	gangs	to	take	over	territory	and	so	
increase	their	drug	trade.	Thus,	some	would	argue	that	
Cloward	and	Ohlin	fail	to	explain	how	deviant	subcultures	
respond	to	how	living	in	different	localities	might	either	block	
or	increase	opportunities.	
	
[421	words]	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Again	there	is	clear	evaluation	
that	is	ultimately	linked	back	
very	explicitly	to	the	question.	

 
Examiner	comments: Mark	Band:	8‐10	
	
This	answer	is	comfortably	in	the	top	band.	Two	“hooks”	are	taken	from	the	item	and	developed	
in	a	way	that	clearly	answers	the	question.	Sufficient	knowledge	of	subcultural	theories	is	
included	to	gain	plenty	of	AO1	marks,	while	there	is	also	plenty	of	analysis	and	evaluation	for	
AO3.		
	
There	are	other	ways	this	question	could	have	been	approached,	although	“where	people	live”	
and	“educational	attainment”	are	the	obvious	hooks	and	therefore	do	lend	themselves	to	these	
theories.	Some	students	might	see	“blocked	opportunities”	and	focus	on	Merton’s	strain	theory,	
perhaps	picking	up	on	two	“adaptations”	to	strain,	however,	without	a	very	clear	development	to	
“deviant	subcultures”,	this	approach	would	struggle	to	attain	high	marks.	
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