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01  Explain what is meant by ‘prejudice.’
 (2 marks)

02  Aneesha is a nurse in a busy hospital. One day she gets a request from her supervisor to increase a 
 dosage of the medication taken regularly by one of her patients. Aneesha notices that the new dosage 
 is much higher than the recommended one, but increases it anyway.

 Using your knowledge of agency theory, explain Aneesha’s behaviour. 
(2 marks)
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04  In your studies of social psychology you have conducted a practical investigation.

 (a) Describe the sampling method you used in your investigation. 
(2 marks)

  (b) Outline the conclusion of your investigation. 
(2 marks)

  (c) Evaluate your investigation in terms of validity. 
(3 marks)
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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION

Section B: Cognitive Psychology 

05 Kevin decided to investigate whether people will remember more words from a list while drinking hot 
 chocolate compared with not having a drink. 

 (a) Write a non-directional (two-tailed) hypothesis; identify the IV and DV.
(3 marks)

 (b) Kevin decided to use a repeated measures design. Explain why it is appropriate for
  this investigation.

(2 marks)

Edexcel AS A Level Psychology Replacement Exam Paper 1  Page 5

SAMPLE



©

ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION

Section C

09 Jack and Ellie are researching the influence of early childhood experience on a choice of romantic 
partner later in life. Jack proposes to use in-depth interviews to find out about each participant’s 
childhood and their later romantic relationship, but Ellie argues that a questionnaire would be a quicker 
and more reliable method. 

Evaluate the use of interviews when conducting research into the influence of early childhood 
experience on a choice of romantic partner. You must make reference to the context in your answer.

 (12 marks)
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Candidates must demonstrate an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding vs evaluation/conclusion in their answer.

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1- 2 Marks Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

A conclusion may be presented, but will be generic and the supporting evidence will be limited. Limited attempt to 
address the question. (AO3)

Level 2 3-4 Marks Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Candidates will produce statements with some development in the form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading 
to a superficial conclusion being made. (AO3)

Level 3 5-6 Marks Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning leading to a conclusion being presented. Candidates will 
demonstrate a grasp of competing arguments but evaluation may be unbalanced. (AO3)

Level 4 7-8 Marks Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding. (AO1)

Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical chains of reasoning throughout. Demonstrates an awareness 
of competing arguments, presenting a balanced conclusion. (AO3)

Level Mark Descriptor

4 (a) AO2 (2 marks)

Two marks for a developed description of sampling method.

For example:

h We put an advertisement in the 6th form common room asking for volunteers to complete a questionnaire (1). This was volunteer 
     sampling because people put themselves forward to take part in the study (1)

Answers must relate to the social psychology practical. 

Look for other reasonable marking points.

2

Question Indicative content Marks
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5 (a) AO2 (3 marks)

One mark for non- directional (two-tailed) hypothesis. 

One mark for correctly identified IV. 

One w for correctly identified DV.

For example:

h There will be a difference in how many words from the list people remember when drinking hot chocolate than when not having 
a drink. (1)

h IV: Having hot chocolate or not drinking anything during the test. (1)

h IV: How many words from the list were remembered. (1)

3

5 (b) AO2 (2 marks)

Two marks for developed explanation. 

For example:

h Kevin could ask his participants to complete the test while drinking hot chocolate on the first day, and then repeat it without a drink on 
a different day. (1)

h Repeated measures design will eliminate individual differences, as the same participants take part in both conditions. (1)

Answers must relate to the scenario. 

Generic answers score 0 marks. 

Look for other reasonable marking points.

2

Question Indicative content Marks

Section B: Cognitive Psychology

SAMPLE
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Question Indicative content

Section C

9             AO1 (4 marks), AO2 (4 marks), AO3 (4 marks)

Candidates must demonstrate an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding vs application vs evaluation/conclusion in their 

answer.

Read the candidate response and apply the appropriate level.

AO1: 

h Interviewing involves meeting participants face-to-face or over the phone, asking questions and recording their answers.

h Structured interviews use pre-set questions that are most likely to produce quantitative data; unstructured interviews use open and flexible 
questions and are more likely to produce qualitative data, and semi-structured interviews are a mixture of the other two methods.

h A questionnaire is a written set of questions where participants are asked to write their answers and return them to the researchers.

h Both questionnaires and interviews allow researchers to ask open and closed questions.

AO2: 

h Jack could interview participants face-to face, asking them a mixture of open and closed questions about their childhood experiences and 
current romantic relationships.

h Semi-structured interview format could help Jack explore some of the participants’ answers in depth.

h Ellie could design a questionnaire to identify participants’ attachment type in childhood and in adulthood

h Ellie could use Spearman’s rho test to check whether there is a correlation between early childhood experiences and later romantic 
relationships.

AO2: 

h In-depth interviews can allow for detailed analysis to identify participants’ experiences.

h Unstructured and semi-structured interviews lack reliability and may result in subjective conclusions.

h Questionnaires are easier to administer and researchers can gather a lot of data quickly.

h Return rate on questionnaires is usually low, and answers may not be representative, as they only come from people who want to 
participate in the research.

Look for other reasonable marking points.SAMPLE
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0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1- 3 Marks Demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Provides little or no reference to relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, processes, techniques & procedures). (AO2) 

A conclusion may be presented, but will be generic and the supporting evidence will be limited. Limited attempt to address the 
question. (AO3)

Level 2 4-6 Marks Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Line(s) of argument occasionally supported through the application of relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, 
processes, techniques & procedures). (AO2) 

Candidates will produce statements with some development in the form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading 
to a superficial conclusion being made. (AO3)

Level 3 7-9 Marks Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Line(s) of argument supported by applying relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, processes, techniques & 
procedures). Might demonstrate the ability to integrate and synthesise relevant knowledge. (AO2) 

Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning leading to a conclusion being presented. Candidates will 
demonstrate a grasp of competing arguments but evaluation may be unbalanced. (AO3)

Level 4 10-12 Marks Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding. (AO1) 

Line(s) of argument supported throughout by sustained application of relevant evidence from the context (scientific ideas, 
processes, techniques or procedures). Demonstrates the ability to integrate and synthesise relevant knowledge. (AO2) 

Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical chains of reasoning throughout. Demonstrates an awareness 
of competing arguments, presenting a balanced conclusion. (AO3)

Level Mark Descriptor

Total for Section C – 12 marks

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKSSAMPLE
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