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gl0balisation
Topic

AO2 & AO3 data analysis questions 

AO2 essay questions

Sub Topics Tasks Pages

The causes and
acceleration of
globalisation

The impacts of
globalisation

Globalisation 
and development 
challenges

• Globalisation is a long-standing process which has accelerated 
 because of rapid developments in transport, communications and 
 businesses. 

• Political and economic decision making are important factors in the 
 acceleration of globalisation. 

• Globalisation has affected some places and organisations more 
 than others. 

• The global shift has created winners and losers for people and the  
 physical environment. 

• The scale and pace of economic migration has increased as the  
 world has become more interconnected, creating consequences 
 for people and the physical environment. 

• The emergence of a global culture, based on western ideas, 
 consumption, and attitudes towards the physical environment, is  
 one outcome of globalisation. 

• Globalisation has led to dramatic increases in development for   
 some countries, but also widening development gap extremities  
 and disparities in environmental quality. 

• Social, political and environmental tensions have resulted from 
 the rapidity of global change caused by globalisation. 

• Ethical and environmental concerns about unsustainability have 
 led to increased localism and awareness of the impacts of a 
 consumer society. 
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About this book
The tutor2u Edexcel A-level Geography Exam Preparation Workbook provides a comprehensive 
series of structured, step by step tasks, specifically designed to equip students with: 
 • the essential knowledge and understanding needed to be successful in A-level Geography  
  exams 
 • the essential skills that they need to analyse and evaluate geographical ideas and 
  information as part of their A-level Geography exams.

By working systematically through the book, students will be able to identify gaps in their (1) 
knowledge and understanding, and (2) analytical and evaluative skills. 

Once they have completed the books, students will be:
 • fully aware of specialist ideas, terms and concepts which are crucial to exam success
 • fully prepared to plan and answer the data-response and essay questions which require the  
  analysis and evaluation of geographical ideas and information.

This resource has been developed in conjunction with the Pearson Edexcel A-level Geography 
specification and past exam papers.

Maximising Marks with the Geography Building Blocks 
 • Remember that standalone learned knowledge and understanding (assessment objective 1, 
  or AO1) counts for just 34% of the total marks in A-level Geography exams.  
 • The other 66% of the total marks is made up of questions aimed at assessment objective 2  
  (AO2) and assessment objective 3 (AO3).

This Exam Preparation Workbook has been designed to help you maximise your marks across all 
three assessment objectives using the Geography Building Blocks. In each section, there are three 
sets of tasks for you to complete, beginning with ‘bedrock knowledge’ questions. Then you’ll be 
‘climbing higher’ with data analysis and interpretation tasks. And when you finally arrive ‘at the 
viewpoint’, you’ll be ready to assess and evaluate like an expert!    

AT THE VIEWPOINT 
Can you assess or evaluate the facts 
and ideas you’ve learned about?

CLIMBING HIGHER
Can you apply your learning
and skills to new contexts?

BEDROCK KNOWLEDGE
Do you know your stuff?

AO2 (assess & evaluate)

AO1 
(subject knowledge)
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Qatar’s GDP per capita is bigger than Ethiopia’s GDP per capita

Wages are higher in developed countries than in emerging 
countries

People in Mumbai earn more than those in rural India

Men often earn more than women in many developed countries

More boys than girls attend primary school in Cambodia

South Africa has a very high Gini Coefficient

Average life expectancy in Europe is higher than in Asia

21 | Mind the gap! 

Development gaps can appear between and within countries and their societies. Tell me whether the 
following statements apply to  development gaps between or within countries.

Development gap evidence Between or within?

Overall differences in social and 
economic development

Variations in equality between men 
and women 

Environmental quality

Differences in per capita income

20 | Development dimensions 22 | Give me 3!  

Development has different economic, social and other dimensions. Identify a development measure that 
could be used to study each of the following development gaps between different countries.

Identify three groups of countries who have experienced particularly high rates of economic growth at 
varying times in the last 40 years. Can you explain why?

Focus GroupDevelopment measure Explanation

1 1

2 2

23 | Development dilemmas  

Identify two global and two local environmental problems linked with globalisation. Outline what the 
main issues are.

Global issue Local issue
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28 | Apply your skills  

The chart below shows GDP growth for (i) emerging countries and (ii) advanced (developed) countries, 
1980-2018.

a) Identify the year when GDP growth for advanced (developed) countries reached its maximum value

b) Identify the maximum value for GDP growth reached by emerging and developing countries

c) Calculate the difference in GDP growth between the two groups of countries in 2009

29 | Analyse and interpret   

Analyse the trends for the two groups of countries shown in the figure (Task 28).
(8 marks – AO3 + AO1)
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Real GDP growth (Annual percentage change)IMF Datamapper

Emerging market and developing countries Advanced countries
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37 | Assess the importance!    38 | Assess the pros and cons!    

Tasks 10-14 focused on the actions of TNCs as part of the global shift of industry and employment. Using 
this knowledge, plan an answer to the essay question:

Tasks 15-18 focused on global migration flows and cultural changes. Using this knowledge, plan an answer 
to the essay question:

Assess the importance of the strategies used by different TNCs to spread their business 
globally.
To carry out this assessment, first describe a minimum of three strategies used by TNCs. Justify their use by different 
types of TNC (retailers, entertainment industries, energy companies, car manufacturers etc.).

Assess the costs and benefits associated with the emergence of a global culture.
To carry out this assessment, consider different contexts at varying scales. There are developed, emerging and 
developing countries to consider, and also the different cultural changes in rural or urban areas, or for different social 
groups (such as men and women).  Think about varying perspectives on cultural change as part of your assessment. 
Does everyone share the same view?

TNC strategy
Global cultural 
change

Who and where is 
affected?

Is this a cost or benefit? Do views differ about whether change 
is good or bad? Who benefits from the change? 

Justification of why it is needed or useful, with examples

Do you think it is possible to offer an overall assessment of whether one of these strategies is most 
important overall for global business growth? Justify your answer.  

Do you think it is possible to offer an overall assessment of whether the pros of global cultural change 
outweigh any cons? Justify your answer.  


