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THESE REVISION FLASHCARDS ARE DESIGNED 
TO SUPPORT YOUR REVISION FOR EDEXCEL 
A LEVEL POLITICS COMPONENT 3 COMPARATIVE 
POLITICS – GLOBAL OPTION

The cards are split into colour-coded sections, mapping different aspects of the 
Component 3 specification.:

• Comparative Theories
• The State and Globalisation 
• Global Governance: Political and Economic
• Global Governance: Human Rights and the environment
• Power and Development 
• Regionalism and the European Union



Comparative Theories 13

Divisions between 
liberalism and realism: 
security and conflict 



• Realists argue that states need to maintain their sovereignty at all costs, 
which makes conflict inevitable. 

• Offensive realists (e.g. Mearsheimer) argue that states are by nature 
aggressive. Seeking to proactively maximise their power, they will only  
co-operate in temporary alliances that can benefit their longer-term goals.

• Defensive realists (e.g. Waltz) argue that states aren’t always aggressive but 
rather are focussed on their security and maintaining the status quo.

• Liberals on the other hand think states are strengthened by cooperating and 
that this avoids conflict. When states pool their sovereignty (hand over 
some of their sovereignty to IGOs, supragovernmental organisations (SGOs), 
enabling the IGO/SGO to act as a stronger power, e.g. the EU) it promotes 
peace and stability and benefits the individual member states. 

• Liberals believe in intervening in other states where they have failed to act 
as a legitimate sovereign power and there is a humanitarian cost, e.g. with 
the use of “the responsibility to protect” (R2P).



The State and Globalisation 26

social/cultural 
globalisation 



Another key aspect of globalisation has been the spread of culture across the globe. 
There has been some debate over whether this has led to a greater appreciation of 
cultural diversity, or whether in fact cultures are becoming more similar.

• Monoculture / homogeneity – the idea that there is one dominant culture that 
has become globally popular and more widely recognised. Often this is seem to 
be Americanisation or a Westernisation. Some have viewed this as the desirable 
spread of liberal values, others have seen it more negatively as a form of cultural 
imperialism.

• Cosmopolitanism – the idea that there is a ‘melting pot’ of cultures; that 
instead of one dominant culture we are seeing lots of cultures merge and global 
citizens enjoying sampling different elements from around the world. 

• Liberal democracy - most famously argued by Fukuyama, some suggest 
that with globalisation we have seen a spread of liberal values and liberal 
democracy and that is now the dominant form of political system in the world 
and marks the end of mankind’s ‘political evolution’. As well as being a feature 
of cultural globalisation, this also links to concepts of global governance.



Global Governance: political and economic 39

Glossary (1)



• NGOs (Non-governmental organisations): these are organisations in the 
form of not-for-profit lobbying or charitable groups that are separate from 
government organisations (though may work closely with them). They can be 
both national and international in scope. 

• Structural Adjustment Plan (SAP): these are the plans that were used for 
economic development to rebuild economies as a condition of aid or debt 
relief. They were implemented by the World Bank and IMF and were based 
on Washington consensus ideas of economic development (a neoliberal 
approach) which mostly involved trade liberalisation (free-trade) strategies.

• The United Nations (UN): this is the world’s biggest IGO. Its headquarters 
are in New York and it is a key example for global governance. It has 6 
principal organs (though one is currently redundant) and its membership 
includes 193 sovereign states 

• Security Council (UNSC): one of the principal organs of the UN, it is 
responsible for maintaining international peace and security. It has 15 
members, 5 of these are permanent members (US, UK, France, Russia and 
China) who have a veto. The other 10 members rotate.



46

The World Bank - role and 
significance, strengths 
and weaknesses 

Global Governance: political and economic 



Like the IMF, the World Bank is an IGO for economic global governance, set up under the 
Bretton Woods Agreement. Therefore, both follow Washington consensus ideas for economic 
growth.

The WB differs from the IMF by focusing more on development. It is linked strongly to the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

While both the IMF and WB do offer loans, they have different agendas. WB does give grants, IMF 
more about loans and advice. WB has a bigger focus on global poverty.

 • Strengths: The WB has learnt from its mistakes with SAPs and been more successful with 
  its development goals, with its involvement in MDGs and SDGs. It has offered direct grants   
  to the poorest states rather than loans, alleviating the debt crisis, and it has had an impact   
  on reducing global poverty.

 • Weaknesses: It can be seen as dominated by Western, and particularly American, power. 
  This particularly doesn’t represent global shifts in power, with countries like Brazil, India and  
  China having less than a third of the voting power of the USA.  While the WB has made an   
  impact, private investors dwarf its contributions and so the argument is the WB should focus  
  on the poorest, most conflict-ridden states that aren’t attractive to private investors. 


