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2 EDEXCEL A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY GRADE BOOSTER Revision Workshop

Welcome to Tutor2u’s revision and preparation workshop to help you prepare for your 
exam papers in the Pearson Edexcel A-Level Geography course. Today’s programme 
consists of four sessions where we will focus on developing an understanding of the 
exam papers, their structure, mark allocation and mark criteria, usually through 
reference to the Core (compulsory) topics. The Optional topics are referred to in the 
Extension Activities.

Each session has a focus on particular types of question you will encounter on your three exam papers. 
You need to understand how they will be marked, and become aware of how to best use your time to 
maximise chances of obtaining a high grade overall. We expect you to become fully involved in the 
session activities, and at the end of each section you will find a range of extension activities for you to 
have a go at yourself.

1 AO1 ‘explaining’ questions : maximising marks for the 4/6/8 markers

2 How to evaluate and assess : ways to write a great essay by ‘evaluating like a   
 geographer’ 

3 AO2 ‘suggestion’ questions : how to create connections and relationships using  
 the Figures

4 Mastering the synoptic skills : needed for Paper 3

The Key Assessment Objectives

A01

A02

A03

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, 
processes, interactions and change, at a variety of scales

Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and 
evaluate geographical information and issues

Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills

A LEVEL geography (Pearson Edexcel) 
grade booster REVISION WORKSHOP
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Warm-up activity 2: Brainstorming water and carbon cycle components

Warm-up activity 3: Know your stuff… and read the question carefully!

Can you spot examples of various elements of the water and carbon cycles operating in a rainforest?

B
C
D

A Destruction of property and loss of life resulting from a pyroclastic flow

Large scale damage to a megacity caused by a deep-focus earthquake

Air pollution resulting from ash which has been ejected by a volcano

Liquefaction of soil in a densely populated 
area following an earthquake 

Q1 Which of the following is the hazard with the potentially greatest spatial impact arising 
from tectonic processes at divergent plate margins?

Input Transfer/flow Store Output

Water 
cycle

Carbon 
cycle

The A level course has a strong focus on geographical systems in both the physical and human environment. 
Some of the topics have the word ‘system’ or ‘cycle’ in their title, as with ‘Landscape systems’ and the ‘Carbon 
Cycle’ and ‘Water Cycle’. With all the units you should be thinking about the key concepts from a systems 
perspective, with processes operating on (and being influenced by) inputs, transfers and flows, stores, and 
outputs.

AO1 for geographical systems
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Explain why the impacts of a severe precipitation deficit may 
vary from place to place within the same drainage basin. 
(8 marks) 

AO1 
levels

Six-
marker

Eight-
marker

Descriptors

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

5-6

3-4

1-2

6-8

3-5

1-2

Broad range of geographical ideas
Detailed fully-developed knowledge
Accurate and relevant throughout
Understanding shown by sustained focus on question

Smaller range of geographical ideas
Knowledge is not always detailed or developed 
Mostly accurate and/or relevant but not always
Some understanding shown by partial focus on question 

Only one or two ‘isolated’ geographical ideas
Knowledge lacks detail or development throughout
Frequently inaccurate and/or irrelevant 
Limited understanding shown by lack of focus on question

3 Be the marker

Using the level-based mark scheme, make your own marking notes in the right-hand column. Use the letters: 
‘I’ (new idea), ‘D’ (good detail/development), ‘AR’ (accurate and relevant) and ‘F’ (focused on question). When 
you’ve finished find the level that seems to be the best fit for the number of letters you have written.   

Marking Codes

I   D   AR  F

Answer: The first and most obvious reason is that for a large 
continental river, such as the Colorado, the precipitation 
deficit itself may vary from place to place, with some 
locations experiencing far less rainfall than expected, 
whereas other places are not affected as severely.
Secondly, water transfers within a drainage basin or even 
between neighbour drainage basins may result in some 
places continuing to receive normal water supplies even as 
other areas are left to experience drought.  Las Vegas has 
a constant supply of water which is transferred from large 
stores in Lake Mead.  Even when there is a precipitation 
deficit in the Midwest of the USA, the impacts may not be 
badly felt by citizens of Las Vegas, provided stored water 
continues to be piped to them.
In the case of a severe precipitation deficit in the southern 
states of the USA, it is most likely Mexican farmers who 
suffer most from reduced water supplies and failing crops.  
This is because upstream users in the USA may continue to 
take the water they need with little regard for people living 
further downstream (in Mexico).  The impacts of this can 
be lessened though, through planning and agreements, and 
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If AO1 is demonstrating ‘knowledge in isolation and recall of specification content’, then AO2 involves adding 
value and insight, and making a case or argument. In other words, it’s all about using the knowledge you’ve 
gained and showing why it matters. Show the examiner what your ‘geo-capabilities’ are!

A Mnemonic to hit the bullseye

Tip! Remember the different mark allocation between AO1 and AO2 by thinking of a DART board This is 
going to be our key mnemonic.

D

A

R

T

Demonstrating knowledge and understanding 5 (AO1)

20 marks

Applied knowledge – evaluating like a geographer

15 (AO2)Relationships, links and connections – ‘joining the dots’

Taking a view – with a substantiated conclusion

Total

A02 Apply KNOWLEDGE and UNDERSTANDING in different contexts to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical information and issues

Applied knowledge (AO2): this can mean ‘evaluating like a Geographer’. Part of this involves 
breaking down a topic or issue into its constituent elements and being prepared to comment or reflect on what 
you notice. This may involve you making observations on those that are more or less significant, their part in a 
sequence, dominant or minor, integral or peripheral, power relationships, perceptions of various groups etc. You 
should be prepared to apply your knowledge by giving your own ‘take’ on the points you are making. Evaluation 
embodies the word ‘value’ – putting your judgement on something and asserting an opinion. This should take 
place throughout your answer and is distinct from your final conclusive paragraph. 

A good rule to remember is to always ‘say it, then weigh it’. The ‘saying’ part is AO1; the ‘weighing’ part is AO2.

AO2 The three ingredients of an expert evaluation

AO1 
5 marks

AO1 
5 marks

AO2 Application

AO2 Relationships

15 AO2 marks
AO2 Take a view
(conclusion)
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Your plan and written response should be completed in 25-30 minutes and is likely to be between 500-900 words 
depending on your writing speed (don’t count them – you don’t have time). If you spend longer you will be eating into 
time you need to devote to other questions on the paper.

Don’t cross your plan through: it can legitimately be ‘marked’ if there are points in it you never had time to get down. 
Once you’ve put a line through it, it’s not counted by the examiner.

It’s highly likely that you have far more information you could put into your response than you have time for. This is why 
it’s important to plan, to select, and to arrange for only the most perceptive, insightful and high-calibre points to appear in 
your answer: To DART it.

1 Be concise throughout. 6 words where 10 could go
2 Don’t repeat yourself. Each sentence should be expressing something new
3 Write clearly. If your answer is not legible, it cannot be judged accurately
4 Watch out for getting bogged down in lengthy case-study narratives. It’s reckoned 3-4 precise  
 characteristics of your chosen exemplar are sufficient to show evidence of place knowledge
5 Try to make sure at least one of your paragraphs offers an alternative perspective to the others!
6 Have the DART in mind as you write each paragraph. Involve as rich a mix of each element of  
 the mnemonic as possible. In your final concluding one – tip down one way or the other.
7 Your conclusion is important. Make sure the paragraphs that lead to it are consistent with your  
 final judgement.
8 Leave a line between each paragraph - to show you have structured your work, and to allow for  
 last minute additions without needing asterisks and extra pages! 
9 Make sure you have answered the question as it is worded, including key links. The most common  
 fault is candidates writing ‘all I know about... (assumed topic)’. Keep glancing back at the title  
 before you begin each new paragraph
10 There’s no reason to leave the 20-mark question until the end in each section. Consider doing it  
 earlier to ensure you can give it sufficient time. 
 (But don’t over-run!)

Top 20-mark tips:

Start your plan...

Complete your response

Annotate the wording of the 
question. What are the 

challenging phrases, the 
specific focus, the underlying 

assumptions and the invitation 
to debate and think critically? 
What is the command phrase? 

Are there links to be made?

As you start your answer proper, 
make your introduction short 

and purposeful; define the 
way you have interpreted 

the question and the direction 
you will be taking in your 

following answer. Three to five 
sentences are usually 

sufficient.

Assume 4 or 5 key paragraphs of content 
can be written, preceded by a brief 

introduction and finishing with an evaluative 
conclusion. Which key points would you 

want to include in each of those paragraphs; 
what are the main concepts and processes 

that are relevant to the question? How 
many paragraphs will argue one 

perspective, and how many will argue 
alternative perspectives?

Which case studies are you 
going to use to support your 

arguments? Which come from 
the specification, and which 

from your own reading? 
Which show awareness of 

different contexts? 

Are you analysing and 
evaluating throughout? It’s 

important not to leave it all to 
your final conclusion, but to 

complete each paragraph with 
an analytical and/or evaluative 

statement. And are your 
comments relevant to the 

question throughout?

Is your conclusion going to be consistent 
with the preceding paragraphs? Will it do 

more than repeat them in summary? 
Does it present an additional piece of 

insight, raise a question, show a gathering 
of various perspectives by coming to 

a personal judgement or view? Does it 
address the question directly and come 

down on one side of the argument using, 
for example, one of the four ‘weighted 

conclusion’ positions?
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Know the mark bands

Question styles for 6-markers are all designed to get you thinking: how can what I have learned be applied 
to this new context?

What discriminates between the three mark bands? Let’s take a look.

Study the Figure and…

Level 3
5-6 marks

Knowledge and 
Understanding 
(AO1) of...

Geographical ideas - concepts, processes, theories

Different places - ‘parallel’ case studies and examples of environments

Geographic scale - and changes occurring over different time scales

Level 2
3-4 marks

Level 1
1-2 marks

Demonstrates accurate 
and relevant geographical
K&U* throughout 

Demonstrates some valid 
geographical K&U, mostly 
relevant and/or accurate 

Demonstrates isolated or 
generic (basic) elements 
of geographical K&U, often 
inaccurate and/or irrelevant

Applies detailed K&U and makes connections and 
relationships between the Figure and the question 
throughout the whole answer

Applies some K&U and makes some connections and 
relationships between the Figure and the question 

K&U may be poorly applied while any connections and 
relationships between the Figure and the question are 
undeveloped or irrelevant

6 mark Question

*K = Knowledge   U=Understanding

AO1 (3 marks) AO2 (3 marks)

Suggest reasons why...

Suggest why some groups...

Explain the processes which... 

Explain the role of...

Explain the contribution of...

Suggest possible costs...

Suggest how it shows..

Suggest possible benefits...

Explain why views may differ...

Three different kinds of knowledge 
There is every reason to re-use part of our DART mnemonic with these questions too. You will remember that 
there are different ways of Demonstrating Knowledge and Understanding (AO1) in the essay question. In the 
same way, try to use a range of different types of applied AO1 knowledge in the 6-markers. These are:
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Activity 1: Data analysis conundrums

Activity 2: Data descriptors

Examiner’s Tip! using the 1.7 minutes per mark guide (this allows for 15 minutes of reading time), you 
should devote around 12-13 minutes to each 8-mark response. Some of that time should be spent studying 
the information closely. You could spend 2-3 minutes annotating the Figure and circling key data, to act as a 
plan for your answer – then write for 10 minutes. 

Re-arrange the letters on the screen to form a key term that you might use in analysing quantitative 
resource data:

Data analysis techniques and vocabulary:

1

4

2

5

3

6

Examiner’s Tip! with AO3 criteria, make sure you manipulate the data, don’t just describe it. 
To do this: identify overall patterns, trends, changes, relationships, connections, anomalies... etc.

1   Overall Trend

4   Variation within the trend

2   Calculate change

5   Category comparison

3   Proportion/Ratio change

6   Correlations/Anomalies

1.8

1.6

Rest of the World India China

Change in World Oil Demand (2018)

m
b/

d

1.4

1.2

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0.0
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
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Activity 6: You’re the marker
Have a look at the two student responses to the question and judge which is the stronger answer, and why. 

Student A
Will India become an increasingly unequal society?  That depends on how you 
define ‘unequal’ and the length of time (scale) we are looking at. In this essay, I will 
look at income and wealth inequality while also considering inequalities in access to 
vital resources such as water.

Figure 1 says there is staggering inequality in India already with 1% holding the 
same wealth as the poorest 73%, although this figure which is attributed to Oxfam 
may not be entirely reliable because people’s wealth is sometimes hard to measure, 
depending on how it is invested in property or other assets.  Figure 2 backs up the 
view that there is inequality in Indian society, although it is now showing spatial 
differences in human development index (HDI) scores.  These range from 0.71 for 
Kerala to 0.53 in Bihar; these two extremes are significantly above and below the 
Indian average, so this points to big regional differences - not just in income but 
also in education and health, the two other ingredients of the HDI.

Figure 1 points out that globalisation has brought wealth to an elite in India on 
account of the success that their biggest businesses such as Tata have had.  Tata 
has even invested in the UK, buying the steel works in Port Talbot. Indian telecoms 
companies have become wealthy by developing services in East Africa. India has 
become a major global player and arguably a superpower, one of the BRIC economies. 
However, this growth may have contributed to rising inequality in Indian society.  
People who have invested in India’s successful businesses have become very wealthy 
and so too have senior managers of the companies.  It may be that these people live 
mainly in the states with the highest HDI scores in Figure 2.  Therefore, if India 
continues to globalise and its TNCs keep expanding, inequality may rise even 
further. A counter-argument is that their wealth may trickle-down to the poor, 
because successful TNCs are able to employ lots of ordinary people and pay them 
good wages.

It is important to note, however, that governments may ultimately control economic 
inequalities. If a future Indian government decides to tax the wealthy citizens and 
redistribute resources to the poor, then inequality will decrease.  Then again, to 
judge by Figure 1, India could have the world’s biggest ageing population by 
mid-century.  That could mean that any money raised through taxes has to be
diverted into healthcare for the elderly rather than solving poverty, meaning 
inequality could stay a tough and worsening challenge to tackle. This makes it hard 
to predict with any certainty what will happen in future years, particularly in a 
democracy like India where a sudden change in political direction could always 
occur at election time.

Figure 3 shows water stress in India which is already very high in the northern 
states.  At the same time, India’s population is still growing and will reach 1.7 billion 
in 2050.  As climate change triggers water shortages, existing economic inequality 
in Indian society could lead to a lack of water for the poorest groups. This may be 
made worse by India’s neighbour, China, who may take an increasing share of river 

Comments

Examiner’s Tip! If you’ve found evidence to make an argument, see if you can find other evidence that 
forms the basis for a counter-argument dealing with the same theme – and then weigh them up. Rather 
than asserting that, for example, ‘impact X brings costs but impact Y brings benefits’, try instead to look at 
both impacts in a more nuanced way – both impacts X and Y may bring costs and benefits - which need 
weighing carefully, using evidence and counter-evidence.

Evaluate the view that India will become an increasingly unequal society. 
(20 marks)


