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These cards support your revision 
for AQA GCSE Sociology

These cards are split into Paper 1 and Paper 2 sections. Within 
Paper 1 you will find subsections on Families and Education 
and within Paper 2, Social Stratification and Crime & Deviance.

In each section you will find examples of 1 mark, 3 mark and 
12 mark questions and suggested answers.

The front of the card has the questions, and the suggested 
answers are on the reverse. For the 12-mark questions these 
are in the form of essay plans.
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Describe one example of patriarchy in
the family.

Describe one example of how child 
centredness can affect the experience 
of childhood.

A

B

3 mark Questions



Possible answers could include: 
 • Domestic abuse
 • Dual burden 
 • Triple shift 
 • Male decision making 
 • Male authority figure 

Example response: Patriarchy refers to male 
dominance, for example some men may dominate 
women in the home by contolling the decision-
making process. For example, some husbands 
may earn more than their wives which may 
enable them to control and have greater input on 
the big decisions in the home, such as moving 
house. This means that, because some women 
earn less money, they have less of a say in the 
home compared with their husbands.

Possible answers could include: 
 • Cotton-wool children
 • Stranger danger 
 • Fewer siblings 
 • Little Buddahs 
 • Pester power
 • Helicopter parents 
 • Kidults 

Example response: Child centredness refers to 
how changes in child policy and parenting have 
led to children being at the centre of the family. 
This could affect the experience of their childhood, 
as the child may grow up with a helicopter parent. 
This means some children may experience little 
freedom when growing up and their parents may 
hover around them because they want to protect 
/ overprotect from any potential dangers. As a 
result, the child may not be able to think 
for themselves or could be overindulged. 
For example, a child with a helicopter parent 
might not be allowed to play independently and 
learn for themselves and make mistakes.
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3 mark Answer
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Identify and describe one example of 
how school mirrors the workplace.

Identify and describe one example of 
social class inequality in education. 

A

B

3 mark Questions



3 mark Answers
Possible answers could include 
 • Hierarchy
 • Uniform
 • Meritocracy 
 • Punctuality 
 • Attendance 
 • Oppression 
 • Alienation  

Example response: School mirroring the 
workplace refers to school being similar to the 
working world. One way in which school is like 
work is through a hierarchy, which means ranking 
a person / group based on their power and 
status. For example, the teacher tells the student 
what to do and the student is answerable to the 
teacher, as the employer / boss is to the worker / 
employee.

Possible answers could include 
 • Culturally-biased curriculum 
 • Cultural capital 
 • Cultural deprivation
 • Labelling
 • Material deprivation 
 • Postcode lottery 
 • Language codes 
 • Laddism 

Example response: Class inequalities refers to 
the different experiences and opportunities for 
working and middle-class students at school, 
such as the differences in their language codes. 
For example, middle-class students are more 
likely to achieve at school because they can 
speak and understand the elaborated language 
code (“posh”), whereas working-class students 
can not, as they speak the restricted code of 
language (slang). This puts middle-class students 
at an advantage as the books/teachers/exams 
are written/spoken in the elaborated code.
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From Item B, identify and describe the method used by Townsend, 
including what you know of his perspective of stratification.

Item B
In his research Townsend looked to measure the levels of poverty in the UK by 
focusing on different measures of poverty. Researching over 2,000 households 
and almost 6,000 individuals, Townsend calculated deprivation scores for each 
household and made comparisons based upon the state’s definition of poverty, 
relative income of the household and his own relative deprivation index. 

A

4 mark Question



Possible answers could include: 
 • Method - closed questionnaires, quantitative questionnaires  

Features of Townsend’s research: 
 • He devised a deprivation index covering a large number of variables including diet,  
  fuel, clothing, housing conditions, working conditions, health, education and social  
  activities
 • On this basis he believed more than 22% of the population to be living in poverty in  
  1968–69, this compared with just over 6% using the state standard and a little over  
  9% using relative income
 • Conducted research in areas of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales to gain an 
  overall picture of deprivation 

Example response: Townsend used closed questionnaires to collate the data needed 
for his research into poverty in the UK. Using the quantitative data gained from the 
questionnaires, Townsend was able to compare his definition of poverty with that of 
the government and found that there was 22% of the UK in poverty, compared to the 
government’s figure of 6%. 
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