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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION

A Level Psychology 
Unit Assessment
Section A: Issues and Debates 

01  Which two of the following statements about socially sensitive research are correct?

 A  It is research where there are potential social consequences 
  for the participants or the class of individuals represented 
  by the research. 
 B  It is social psychological research that does not abide 
  by the ethical guidelines. 
 C  The findings of socially sensitive research can be used to 
  discriminate against individuals and social groups. 
 D  It is research that involves questions that participants might 
  find intrusive and offensive. 
 E  The ethical guidelines produced by the BPS explain clearly 
  how to conduct research that might be potentially socially sensitive. 
     (2 marks)

02  Explain the difference between alpha bias and beta bias. Make reference to at least two topics you 
 have studied in your answer. 
     (6 marks)
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07   Discuss the holism–reductionism debate in psychology. Refer to at least two topics you have studied in 
 your answer. 

(16 marks)
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Section A: Issues and Debates

  
02  Explain the difference between alpha bias and beta bias. Make reference to at least two topics you 
 have studied in your answer. 
     (6 marks)

Marks for this question: AO3 = 6

Answer: A and C

  
01  Which two of the following statements about socially sensitive research are correct?
     (2 marks)

Marks for this question: AO1 = 2

Level Description Marks

3 There is accurate and detailed knowledge of alpha bias and beta bias and the difference 
between them. Appropriate reference has been made to at least two topics studied.  
The answer is coherent and well organised with effective use of specialist terminology.

5-6 marks

2 There is some relevant knowledge of alpha bias and beta bias and the difference 
between them. There is appropriate reference to at least one topic studied. The answer 
is mostly clear and organised, with appropriate use of specialist terminology.

3-4 marks

1 Knowledge of alpha bias and beta bias and the difference between then is muddled but 
can be inferred.
Reference to topics studied is very limited or absent. Specialist terminology is either 
absent or inappropriately used.

1-2 marks

No relevant content. 0

Possible content:

 h Alpha bias refers to theories which exaggerate the differences between males and females.

 h A beta bias occurs when sex differences are minimised or ignored, often by assuming that findings from studies 
of males apply equally well to females.

 h Examples of theories that show alpha bias are Freud’s theory of the Oedipus complex and evolutionary 
explanations for behaviour.

 h Examples of research that shows beta bias are research into the ‘fight or flight’ response using male animals 
and Asch’s conformity research that used all male samples.

Credit other relevant material.

SAMPLE



©

AQA A Level Psychology Unit Assessment Mark Scheme  Page 7

Level Description Marks

1 Knowledge of the holism–reductionism debate is limited. Discussion/use of topics 
is limited, poorly focused or absent. The answer as a whole lacks clarity, has 
many inaccuracies and is poorly organised. Specialist terminology either absent or 
inappropriately used. 

1-4 marks

No relevant content. 0

Possible content:

 h Reductionism is the belief that human behaviour can be explained by breaking it down into smaller component
parts. 

 h It is based on the scientific assumption of parsimony – that complex phenomena should be explained by the
simplest underlying principles possible.

 h Biological reductionism refers to the way biological psychologists try to reduce behaviour to a physical level and
explain it in terms of the actions of neurons, neurotransmitters, hormones, brain structure, etc.

 h Environmental reductionism is also known as stimulus-response reductionism as behaviourists assume that all
behaviour can be reduced to simple building blocks of S-R [stimulus- response] and that complex 
behaviour is a series of S-R chains.

 h Holism, comes from the Greek word ‘holos’, which means ‘all’, ‘whole’ or ‘entire’ and is the idea that systems
and their properties should be viewed as wholes, not as collections of parts.

Possible discussion points: 

 h Strengths and limitations of biological and environmental reductionism

 h Strengths and limitations of taking a holistic approach

 h Links with approaches in psychology, e.g. how the humanistic approach is an example of a holistic approach

 h Use of examples from topics to support arguments

Credit other relevant material.

Assessment Objective Grid
Question number AO1 AO2 AO3 Total

1 2 2

2 6 6

3.1 4 4

3.2 4 4

4 2 2

5 2 2 4

6.1 4 RM 4

6.2 2 RM  2

6.3 4 RM 4

7 6 10 16

Totals 12 16 20 48
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