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AQA A Level Psychology 
Classification of Schizophrenia 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6  Total 

/1 /1 /2 /3 /4 /4  /15 
 
Name:  Class:  

 
 
1 Which one of the following is a negative symptom of schizophrenia? 
 A Auditory hallucinations  
 B Co-morbidity  
 C Disorganised speech  
 D Speech poverty  

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which one of the following is a system for classifying schizophrenia and other mental disorders? 
 A IDC-10  
 B DSM – 5  
 C DCM-5  
 D CDI-10  

(1 mark) 
 
3 Name and briefly outline one positive symptom of Schizophrenia. 

(2 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 
4 Briefly explain how schizophrenia is classified.    

(3 marks) 
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AQA A Level Psychology 
Classification of Schizophrenia 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6  Total 

/1 /1 /2 /3 /4 /4  /15 
 
Name:  Class:  

 
 
1 Which one of the following is a negative symptom of schizophrenia? 
 A Auditory hallucinations  
 B Co-morbidity  
 C Disorganised speech  
 D Speech poverty  

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which one of the following is a system for classifying schizophrenia and other mental disorders? 
 A IDC-10  
 B DSM – 5  
 C DCM-5  
 D CDI-10  

(1 mark) 
 
3 Name and briefly outline one positive symptom of Schizophrenia. 

(2 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 
4 Briefly explain how schizophrenia is classified.    

(3 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
John’s parents take him to see the doctor because they have noticed changes in his behaviour 
recently. He is very withdrawn and is finding it very difficult to get out of bed in the morning and get 
himself washed and dressed. Sometimes he appears to be talking to someone who his parents cannot 
see, and he claims that his friends have all turned against him and are plotting to harm him. However, 
his friends are very concerned about his and keep phoning to see how he is. His parents have also 
noticed that he shows very little emotional response when he appears to be happy or sad and he 
does not speak very much. 

 
5 With reference to positive and negative symptoms, explain why John’s doctor suspects he may 

be showing symptoms of schizophrenia. 
(4 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Briefly evaluate the classification of schizophrenia.   

(4 marks) 
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AQA A Level Psychology 
Reliability and Validity in Diagnosis and Classification 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6  Total 

/1 /1 /2 /3 /4 /4  /15 
 
Name:  Class:  

 
 
1 Which one of the following statements regarding the validity in diagnosis of schizophrenia is 

true? 
 A Symptom overlap increases the validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia.  
 B Validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it is consistent.  
 C Validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it is diagnosed correctly.  
 D Comorbidity increases the validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia.  

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which one of the following statements regarding the reliability in diagnosis of schizophrenia is 

false? 
 

A 
Reliability of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it measures what it claims to 
measure.  

 B Reliability of diagnosis of schizophrenia means it is consistent.  
 C Diagnosis is reliable when two psychiatrists make the same diagnosis.  
 D Reliability of diagnosis can be assessed by checking inter-rater reliability.   

(1 mark) 
 
3 In the context of diagnosis of schizophrenia, describe what is meant by symptom overlap. 

(2 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 
4 Briefly explain how cultural bias might affect the diagnosis of schizophrenia 

(3 marks) 
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AQA A Level Psychology 
Reliability and Validity in Diagnosis and Classification 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6  Total 

/1 /1 /2 /3 /4 /4  /15 
 
Name:  Class:  

 
 
1 Which one of the following statements regarding the validity in diagnosis of schizophrenia is 

true? 
 A Symptom overlap increases the validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia.  
 B Validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it is consistent.  
 C Validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it is diagnosed correctly.  
 D Comorbidity increases the validity of diagnosis of schizophrenia.  

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which one of the following statements regarding the reliability in diagnosis of schizophrenia is 

false? 
 

A 
Reliability of diagnosis of schizophrenia means that it measures what it claims to 
measure.  

 B Reliability of diagnosis of schizophrenia means it is consistent.  
 C Diagnosis is reliable when two psychiatrists make the same diagnosis.  
 D Reliability of diagnosis can be assessed by checking inter-rater reliability.   

(1 mark) 
 
3 In the context of diagnosis of schizophrenia, describe what is meant by symptom overlap. 

(2 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 
4 Briefly explain how cultural bias might affect the diagnosis of schizophrenia 

(3 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Research was conducted where 50 patients showing symptoms of schizophrenia were independently 
diagnosed by two psychiatrists using the DSM criteria. A concordance rate of 0.75 was found. Two 
different psychiatrists were asked to diagnose the same patients using ICD and a concordance rate of 
0.62 was found. 

 
5 What do the findings of this research suggest about the reliability of diagnosis of schizophrenia? 

(4 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Explain how co-morbidity affects the validity of classification and/or diagnosis of schizophrenia. 

(4 marks) 
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AQA A Level Psychology 
Classification of Schizophrenia 
 
1 Which one of the following is a negative symptom of schizophrenia? 
 A Auditory hallucinations  
 B Co-morbidity  
 C Disorganised speech  
 D Speech poverty  

(1 mark) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 1 
Correct answer = D 
 
 
2 Which one of the following is a system for classifying schizophrenia and other mental disorders? 
 A IDC-10  
 B DSM – 5  
 C DCM-5  
 D CDI-10  

(1 mark) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 1 
Correct answer = B 
 
 
3 Name and briefly outline one positive symptom of Schizophrenia. 

(2 marks) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 2 
 
1 mark for naming one relevant symptom from the following: 
h Hallucinations 
h Delusions 
h Disorganised speech 
h Difficulty concentrating 
h Movement disorders 
Plus 
1 mark for a brief outline of the symptom e.g. hallucinations are experiences of stimuli that are not 
present.  
 
Credit other relevant positive symptoms.  
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AQA A Level Psychology 
Classification of Schizophrenia 
 
1 Which one of the following is a negative symptom of schizophrenia? 
 A Auditory hallucinations  
 B Co-morbidity  
 C Disorganised speech  
 D Speech poverty  

(1 mark) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 1 
Correct answer = D 
 
 
2 Which one of the following is a system for classifying schizophrenia and other mental disorders? 
 A IDC-10  
 B DSM – 5  
 C DCM-5  
 D CDI-10  

(1 mark) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 1 
Correct answer = B 
 
 
3 Name and briefly outline one positive symptom of Schizophrenia. 

(2 marks) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 2 
 
1 mark for naming one relevant symptom from the following: 
h Hallucinations 
h Delusions 
h Disorganised speech 
h Difficulty concentrating 
h Movement disorders 
Plus 
1 mark for a brief outline of the symptom e.g. hallucinations are experiences of stimuli that are not 
present.  
 
Credit other relevant positive symptoms.  

4 Briefly explain how schizophrenia is classified.    
(3 marks) 

 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 3 
 
LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 

3 3 Explanation of how schizophrenia is classified is clear, coherent and mostly 
accurate. Specialist terminology is used effectively. 

2 2 
Explanation of how schizophrenia is classified is appropriate, but the answer 
has some inaccuracies or lacks clarity. Specialist terminology is sometimes used 
effectively. 

1 1 Explanation of how schizophrenia is classified is limited/very limited. Specialist 
terminology is either absent or inappropriately used. 

 0 No relevant content. 
 
POSSIBLE CONTENT: 
h Schizophrenia is classified using either ICD-10 (World Health Organisation) or DSM-5 (American 

Psychiatric Association). 
h Classification involves organising symptoms into categories based on which symptoms tend to 

cluster together. 
h Symptoms of schizophrenia are divided into positive symptoms, such as delusions, hallucinations and 

speech disorganisation, and negative symptoms, such as avolition and speech poverty. 
h The two systems differ in their classification of schizophrenia. In DSM-5, one of the positive 

symptoms must be present for a diagnosis of schizophrenia to be made, whereas in ICD-10, two or 
more negative symptoms are enough. 

h They also differ in that ICD-10 recognises a range of subtypes (e.g. paranoid, hebephrenic, 
catatonic), whereas DSM-5 has dropped reference to subtypes.  

 
Credit other relevant material. 
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John’s parents take him to see the doctor because they have noticed changes in his behaviour 
recently. He is very withdrawn and is finding it very difficult to get out of bed in the morning and get 
himself washed and dressed. Sometimes he appears to be talking to someone who his parents cannot 
see, and he claims that his friends have all turned against him and are plotting to harm him. However, 
his friends are very concerned about his and keep phoning to see how he is. His parents have also 
noticed that he shows very little emotional response when he appears to be happy or sad and he 
does not speak very much. 

 
5 With reference to positive and negative symptoms, explain why John’s doctor suspects he may 

be showing symptoms of schizophrenia. 
(4 marks) 

 
Marks for this question: AO2 = 4 
 
LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 

2 3 - 4 

Knowledge of positive and negative symptoms of schizophrenia is mostly clear 
and accurate. The knowledge is applied appropriately to explain why John’s 
doctor suspects he may be showing symptoms of schizophrenia. The answer is 
generally coherent with effective use of terminology. 

1 1 - 2 

There is limited/partial knowledge of positive and negative symptoms of 
schizophrenia. There is some appropriate application. The answer may lack 
coherence. The use of specialist terminology is either absent or inappropriate. 
Or only positive or negative symptoms are referred to at Level 2. 

 0 No relevant content. 
 
POSSIBLE APPLICATION (AND SELECTION) OF RELEVANT MATERIAL:  
h Positive symptoms are additional experiences beyond those that would normally occur, and John 

appears to be having auditory and/or visual hallucinations as he seems to be talking to people that 
his parents cannot see.  

h John is also experiencing delusions, or irrational beliefs as he claims his friends are plotting against 
him when they are very concerned about him. 

h Negative symptoms involve the loss of usual experiences and John’s parents have noticed that he is 
very withdrawn and lacks motivation to get up and wash and dress himself (avolition). 

h He also shows evidence of flat affect as he shows very little emotional response and speech poverty 
(alogia) as he does not speak very much.  

 
Credit other relevant material. 
 
 
  

SAMPLE



www.tutor2u.net/psychology AQA A Level Psychology Topic Assessment     Page 5

John’s parents take him to see the doctor because they have noticed changes in his behaviour
recently. He is very withdrawn and is finding it very difficult to get out of bed in the morning and get
himself washed and dressed. Sometimes he appears to be talking to someone who his parents cannot
see, and he claims that his friends have all turned against him and are plotting to harm him. However,
his friends are very concerned about his and keep phoning to see how he is. His parents have also
noticed that he shows very little emotional response when he appears to be happy or sad and he 
does not speak very much.

5 With reference to positive and negative symptoms, explain why John’s doctor suspects he may
be showing symptoms of schizophrenia.

(4 marks)

Marks for this question: AO2 = 4

LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION

2 3 - 4

Knowledge of positive and negative symptoms of schizophrenia is mostly clear
and accurate. The knowledge is applied appropriately to explain why John’s
doctor suspects he may be showing symptoms of schizophrenia. The answer is
generally coherent with effective use of terminology.

1 1 - 2

There is limited/partial knowledge of positive and negative symptoms of
schizophrenia. There is some appropriate application. The answer may lack 
coherence. The use of specialist terminology is either absent or inappropriate.
Or only positive or negative symptoms are referred to at Level 2.

0 No relevant content.

POSSIBLE APPLICATION (AND SELECTION) OF RELEVANT MATERIAL:
h Positive symptoms are additional experiences beyond those that would normally occur, and John 

appears to be having auditory and/or visual hallucinations as he seems to be talking to people that
his parents cannot see.

h John is also experiencing delusions, or irrational beliefs as he claims his friends are plotting against
him when they are very concerned about him.

h Negative symptoms involve the loss of usual experiences and John’s parents have noticed that he is
very withdrawn and lacks motivation to get up and wash and dress himself (avolition).

h He also shows evidence of flat affect as he shows very little emotional response and speech poverty
(alogia) as he does not speak very much.

Credit other relevant material.

6 Briefly evaluate the classification of schizophrenia.  
(4 marks) 

Marks for this question: AO3 = 4 

LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 

2 3-4
The evaluation is relevant, generally well-explained and focused on the 
classification of schizophrenia. The answer is generally coherent with effective 
use of specialist terminology. 

1 1-2
The evaluation is relevant, although there is a limited focus on the classification 
of schizophrenia. Specialist terminology is not always used appropriately or is 
absent. 

0 No relevant content. 

POSSIBLE EVALUATION: 
h Classification systems such as DSM-5 and ICD-10 are important as they are needed to make an 

accurate diagnosis of schizophrenia as without diagnosis then there will be no treatment. 
h However, in order to do be able to make an accurate diagnosis, they need to be reliable and there is 

evidence showing inter-rater reliability to be poor. For example, Reiger et al. (2013) found agreement 
of only 0.46 when using DSM-5, when a score of 0.7 or above is generally considered good inter-
rater agreement.  

h Validity has also been criticised. For example, Cheniaux et al. (2009) found that schizophrenia was 
more likely to be diagnosed using ICD than DSM-V.  

h System overlap is also an issue when classifying schizophrenia as often two or more disorders share 
the same symptoms, making it hard to classify which disorder it is. 

h Often two disorders occur together (are co-morbid), which questions the validity of the classification 
system because they might be one single condition. For example, if very severe depression looks a 
lot like schizophrenia then it might be better to classify it as a single condition.  

Credit other relevant evaluation. 
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