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This workbook is designed to help students explore concepts and practice exam 
skills in relation to researh methods, for AQA A-Level Sociology. It can be used as 
a homework or “flipped learning” book, or for extension activities during lessons. 
 
Much time is spent during the A-Level course covering the various studies and 
empirical knowledge required. However, the other skills required (AO2 and AO3) are 
equally as important as AO1 and this is a great way to learn, develop and practise 
them. 

The workbook features a range of activities and questions with space for students 
to add their answers. Each section starts with opportunities to recall and test AO1. 
Much of this will be familiar, but we hope that you also encounter a few new studies 
you have to research, to further enrich your knowledge base. Each section then 
continues with a range of tasks for practising application, analysis and evaluation.

Define what is meant by the positivist approach to researching society in the box below. 

In the diagram below, highlight the key features that can be attributed to positivist methods. 

Having identified features of positivist methods from the diagram above, outline reasons why 
these features are particular to positivist methods. 

01

02

03

Feature Reason

Objectivity 

Generalisable 

Subjectivity

Unique

Reliability 

Qualitative

Validity 

Social facts 

Quantitative 

Interpretations 

Small-scale 

Large-scale
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Once you have selected a range of methods used by interpretivists, identify one piece of research 
from across the specification that used that method and outline one potential problem that 
research might have had. 

15

Interpretivist Method Area of specification 
(Education, Crime etc) 

Brief details of research Potential problem with 
that method 

Application Apply knowledge of interpretivism to identify interpretivist methods

Outline a range of interpretivist methods from across the specification  AO
2

Which of the following methods are most likely to be used by interpretivists? 14

Official statistics 

Content analysis 

Structured observations 

Historical documents 

Field experiments 

Self-completion 
questionnaires 

Participant observations 

Written questionnaires 

Structured interviews 

Focus groups 

Unstructured interviews 

Personal documents 

Photo diaries 

Laboratory experiments 

Cohort studies 

The ideas and values of interpretivists are not limited to research methods. Sociologists who use 
interpretivist methodology also contribute to our understanding of some of the key debates in 
sociology. For each of the debates listed below, identify which side of the debate interpretivists 
side with and outline the reasons for this in the box below. 

Sociology 
is a science

Sociology 
is value free

Sociology should 
inform policy

Sociology is 
not a science

Sociology is 
value-laden

Sociology should 
not inform policy

Outline links between interpretivism and other theoretical and methodological 
debates

Outline strengths and limitations of using interpretivist methods to study a 
range of social issues

Analysis 

AO
3

16

Sociology as a science

Sociology and values 

Sociology and social policy

Reason

Reason

Reason

Question continues on next page
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Questionnaires can also be distributed in several ways. Briefly explain how the three listed types 
of questionnaire are distributed and list one strength and one limitation of each method of 
distribution. 

52

Postal 
(or mailed)

Self-completion 

Researcher 
present 

Type of questionnaire Explanation Strength Limitation 

Application Identify and briefly outline research that has used questionnaires 

Apply knowledge of strengths and limitations of questionnaires to the context 
of educational research 

AO
2

From your knowledge of the A level specification, identify and briefly outline 3 pieces of social 
research that have used questionnaires and explain one strength and one limitation of each piece 
of research. 

53

Area of specification/ 
research  

Brief explanation Strength of research Limitation 

Students need to be able to apply their knowledge of questionnaires to different educational contexts 
in the methods in context question. In the table below are a series of educational contexts and your 
task is to identify strengths and limitations of using a specific type of questionnaire in each of the 
educational contexts. 

54

GCSE or A Level subject 
choices amongst pupils 

Measuring levels of 
material deprivation in 
the home 

Examining cultural 
attitudes to education 

Researching levels of 
cultural capital 

Examining the impact 
of educational policies 

Investigating rates of 
exclusion in schools

Educational context Research method Strengths Limitations 

Written 
questionnaires

Self-completion 
questionnaires 

Postal 
questionnaire 

Researcher 
present 
questionnaire 

Postal 
questionnaire 

Self-completion 
questionnaires

When discussing the strengths and limitations of research methods, students need to be able 
to discuss why something is a strength or a limitation, in order to get into the higher bands. 
Complete the explanations below to show deeper understanding of why something is a strength 
or limitation of questionnaires. 

Outline reasons for strengths and limitations of different types of questionnaire Analysis 

AO
3

55

One limitation of using closed questions in a questionnaire is that answers may lack validity


