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This workbook is designed to help students explore concepts and practice exam 
skills in the topic of Crime & Deviance, for AQA A-Level Sociology. 

It can be used as a homework or “flipped learning” book, or for extension activities 
during lessons. 

Much time is spent during the A-Level course covering the various studies and 
empirical knowledge required. However, the other skills required (AO2 and AO3) 
are equally as important as AO1 and this is a great way to learn, develop and 
practice them. 

The workbook features a range of activities and questions with space for students 
to add their answers. Each section starts with opportunities to recall and test 
AO1. Much of this will be familiar, but we hope that you also encounter a few new 
studies you have to research, to further enrich your knowledge base. Each section 
then continues with a range of tasks for practising application, analysis and 
evaluation.
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Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Outline functionalist and subcultural research into crime and deviance 

Define key terms associated with functionalism and subcultural views of crime AO
1

01

Durkheim: 
boundary 
maintenance 

Durkheim: 
adaptation and 
change 

Durkheim / 
Davies: safety 
valve 

Merton: strain 
and deviant 
adaptations 

Hirschi: bonds 
of attachment 

Albert Cohen: 
status 
frustration 

Theorist/concept Explanation Functional or 
dysfunctional?

Functionalist and Subcultural views of Crime 

Functionalist and subcultural approaches to crime talk about both the positive and negative 
consequences of criminal behaviour. In the table below, outline the idea and suggest whether 
the theorists believe crime to have a positive function (FUNCTIONAL) or is as a result of 
DYSFUNCTIONAL elements in society.
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Knowing the key sociological terms is important in demonstrating to examiners that you have 
good knowledge and understanding. 

02

Cloward & Ohlin: 
opportunity 
structures

Anomie

Collective conscience

Strain 

Subcultures 

Status frustration 

Alternative status 
hierarchy 

Legitimate and 
illegitimate opportunities 

Criminal subculture 

Conflict subculture 

Retreatist subculture 

Walter Miller: 
focal concerns 

Term Definition
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From the question above, identify at least two hooks that could be developed further. 

Application Apply knowledge and understanding to a range of exam questions  

Apply contemporary examples of crime and deviance to functionalist ideas AO
2

03

04

1  Safety valve 

2  Boundary maintenance 

3  Adaptation and change 

Item A
Functionalists see crime as performing a range of functions for wider society. They see crime as being 
inevitable as it is a symptom that society is not working correctly and that the reactions to crime can
reinforce ideas and values. Furthermore, crime and deviance can help society to evolve and accept 
new ideas. 

Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which crime performs a positive 
function for society. (10 marks)

Hook 1 Hook 2

Outline three functions crime performs for society. (6 marks)
In short-answer questions, one mark is awarded for identifying a reason/way (or, in this case, function) with a 
second mark being awarded for your explanation. In the following question, the functions have been identified, 
getting 3/6. Add the explanation to get the second mark in each example.
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Functionalist views can also be applied to explain crimes committed by different social groups 
and different types of crime. Highlight the crimes that functionalist views might help explain: 

The application of contemporary examples of crime can help develop your answers. Provide an 
example of each of the following from the last 20 years to demonstrate the functionalist view 
of crime. 

05

06

Strain 
theory 

Status 
frustration 

Working-
class crime 

Male crime 

Theory (A) Group/crime (B) Explanation (how does A cause B?) 

Functionalist and subcultural theories can explain a range of different crimes. In the table below 
show how the theory (A) can impact on the type of crime (B). 

Analysis Link functionalist ideas of crime and deviance to other areas of the specification   

Explain how and why strain causes crimeAO
3

07

Ethnic minority crime      

Occupational crime        

Green crime           

Corporate crime   

Middle-class crime     

Cyber crime          

Working-class crime Global crime (trafficking etc)         

White collar crime 

Male crime 

State crime   

Boundary
maintenance 

Status frustration 

Adaptation 
and change 

Conflict 
subcultures 
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Evaluate the following statements (each is attached to a specific theory/concept associated 
with functionalist/sub-cultural ideas). 

Evaluation Evaluate the functionalist and subcultural approaches to crime and deviance 

AO
3

08

Bonds of 
attachment 

Strain 
theory 

Conflict 
subcultures 

Strain 
theory 

Minority-
ethnic crime 

Occupational 
crime 

Minority-
ethnic crime 

Corporate 
crimes 

Boundary 
maintenance 

Adaptation 
and change 

Strain theory

Society comes together to 
condemn the wrongdoer 
and reinforces the 
collective conscience. 

The deviant behaviour 
becomes accepted by 
the majority and changes 
society for the better. 

The inability to achieve 
the American Dream 
causes people to deviate 
in one of five ways. 

Theory Statement Evaluation
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Bonds of 
attachment 

Status 
frustration 

Conflict/
criminal 
subcultures 

A lack of commitment to 
the bonds of attachment 
leaves the individual prone 
to deviance. 

Unable to achieve status, 
young males turn to an 
alternative status hierarchy 
in order to achieve status 
from their peers. 

Conflict subcultures form 
in areas where there is 
no history of organised 
criminal networks.

Theory Statement Evaluation

Traditional Marxist and Neo-Marxist 
views of Crime 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Outline Marxist and neo-Marxist research 

Identify key terms associated with Marxist and neo-Marxist views  AO
1

Outline the research that explains the following concepts.09

Research 

Criminogenic capitalism 
Explanation:

Research Evidence 


