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Teacher Instructions 

Resource Name Pass the Buck 

Brief summary A quick-fire engaging resource that randomly allocates a student to 
answer a question using a ‘Buck’ – a teacher defined object that is 
passed from student to student.  The resource uses a musical 
background and a process that randomly stops the music to choose a 
student. 

Purpose An engaging and fun method of randomly choosing a student to answer 
a teacher-set question.  Ideal as a short exercise to break-up a lesson, 
energise the start of a lesson or to be used as a plenary re-cap. 

Length of activity 5 minutes (or as long as the teacher wishes to make the activity last 
with the set of questions that have been set). 

Resources needed The Powerpoint resource ‘Pass the Buck.pptm’. 
 
A ‘Buck’ to be passed around the class.  This can be any small object 
such as a soft toy or ball, that can be passed around easily and safely. 
 
A set of teacher-defined questions.  It is recommended that a teacher 
has between 5 and 15 questions prepared. 

Running the activity Organise your group of students into a ‘ring’ so that they can pass the 
buck from one person to another.   
 
Explain that, when the music starts, whoever has the ‘buck’ must pass it 
to the next student (clockwise).  They must keep passing the buck until 
the music stops.  On-screen, there will be an indication as to where the 
buck should go next (i.e. the buck will never stop on the person who 
actually has the it when the music stops).  The person who finally has 
the buck must now answer a question.   
 
When the student has finished answering the question (and any 
supplementary questions are answered) click on ‘Play’ to continue. 
 
Note for Mac users:  Some versions of Powerpoint for Mac may not run 
this file as intended.  To ensure that the random nature of the file 
operates effectively, go to ‘Tools’ then ‘Macro’ and click on ‘Macros…’. 
 
From here, click on ‘Slide1.set_slid’ and then on ‘Run’.  The file should 
now operate as required when you run the slideshow. 

 


