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Teacher Instructions 

Resource Name The Magic Hat 

Brief summary A resource that ‘magically’ chooses a student to answer a set question. 

Purpose The purpose of this resource is to act as a random method of choosing a 
student to answer an onscreen question.  You may want to use this just 
as a fun method of choosing students or as a way of ensuring that each 
student has an equal chance of getting asked a question during a starter 
or plenary activity. 

Length of activity 5 – 10 minutes 

Resources needed Before you start: 
• Note:  When opening this Powerpoint file you need to ‘enable 

macros’ when prompted. 
• You will need an ordinary pack of playing cards to use as props. 
• You will need to enter (up to) 16 questions and their answers 

into the table on slide 3. 

Running the activity Using this resource: 
Method 1:  Before starting the activity, shuffle the pack of cards and 
hand them out to the whole group.  Ensure that the entire pack is 
distributed by giving students more than one card if necessary.   
 
Run the Powerpoint file from slide 1 and then click on ‘Click here to 
start’.  A card will appear from the hat stating the name of a card from 
the pack.  Whoever has that card must now answer the question.   
 
Click on ‘Click to choose question’ and the question will appear.  Ask the 
student holding the stated card to answer.  
 
‘Click to show answer’ will reveal the correct answer.  Ask any 
supplementary questions either to the student or the rest of the class as 
you see fit.  Move on to the next question by clicking on ‘Click to choose 
next card’. 
 
Method 2:  Separate the class into 4 teams.  Allocate a card suit to each 
team (Hearts, Diamonds, Clubs and Spades).   
 
Separate the pack of cards into the 4 suits and then hand the appropriate 
set of 13 cards to each team.  Ask them to distribute their pack of 13 
among each other.   
 
Use the Magic Hat to choose the first card (note, the cards will come out 
one suit at a time) and ask the student with that card to answer the 
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question.  If they answer correctly add a point to that team’s score by 
clicking on the appropriate ‘Ace’ card at the bottom of the team.   
 
Repeat this with the other 15 available questions. (Note: you can deduct 
a point from a team’s total by clicking on the score itself). 
 

 


