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About thE issues and debates KNOWLEDGE BOOK
This booklet covers all of the essential content needed for the Issues and Debates section 
of Paper 3, and follows the order of the AQA A-Level Psychology specification. The booklet 
contains a series of structured activities that can be completed using your own notes, the 
tutor2u Exam Buster revision guide or another textbook. Once you have attempted all the 
activities in a section, take a look at our suggested answers by visiting the link on the back 
of the booklet.

We’ve also provided you with lots of practice application questions and some planning 
activities to help you to prepare for some of the more difficult essays. 

Finally, at the back of the booklet we’ve provided some Research Methods questions based 
on Issues and Debates topics. Don’t forget that research methods questions can appear in any 
of the sections of your AQA exam papers. There is also a 30-minute mini mock paper to try!

Exam hints: This booklet also includes plenty of exam hints and tips. Pay careful attention 
to these hints as they will help you to maximise your performance in Paper 3.

Gender and culture in Psychology – universality and 
bias. Gender bias including androcentrism and alpha 
and beta bias; cultural bias, including ethnocentrism 
and cultural relativism

Universality

Gender bias

Androcentrism

01 | What is meant by?

Write definitions for these key terms

02 | What’s the difference?

In the context of gender bias, explain the difference between

Alpha bias Beta bias

WHEREAS...

Exam hint: When answering a difference question, it is really important to choose something where the two 
things clearly differ. You must also use a word or phrase like ‘whereas’ or ‘in contrast’ in the middle, to make it 
clear that you are explaining a difference. If you do not do this then you are just outlining the two things, rather 
than answering the question.
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Free will and determinism: hard determinism and soft 
determinism; biological, environmental and psychic 
determinism. The scientific emphasis on causal 
explanations

Free will

Determinism

Scientific 
emphasis 
on causal 
explanations

01 | What is meant by?

Write definitions for these key terms

02 | What’s the difference?

Explain the difference between

Hard determinism Soft determinism

WHEREAS...

Biological 
determinism

Environmental 
determinism

Psychic 
determinism

03 | Explain with an example

Explain what is meant by each of these types of determinism. Give an example for each. 

Explain ExampleType of

Carla is a very talented artist. She was taught to paint by her father, who was also an artist and she attended 
many art workshops and summer schools as a child, spending hours painting and drawing. When people ask 
Carla why she spends so much time drawing and painting when she could be doing other things, she says it is 
just something she feels she has to do and that even if she wanted to stop, she wouldn’t be able to.

04 | Use your knowledge

Use your knowledge of determinism to answer this application question

Outline two or more types of determinism. Refer to Carla in your answer. (6 marks)

More space to write your answer on the next page
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Ethical implications of research studies and 
theory, including reference to social sensitivity
01 | What is meant by?

02 | What are the implications of socially sensitive research?

Write definitions for these key terms

Sieber and Stanley (1988) identified a number of aspects of the research process that can raise ethical 
implications. Give further detail for each.

Ethical 
issues

Ethical 
implications

Socially 
sensitive 
research

The research 
question

The 
institutional 
context

Conduct of 
research and 
treatment of 
participants

Interpretation 
and 
application 
of findings

Exam hint: Although ethical issues and ethical implications are linked, it is very important to recognise that they 
are not the same thing. If you are asked a question about ethical implications of research studies and/or theory, 
then you need to focus on the consequences/effects on either the participants or the wider public.

03 | What are the ethical implications?

Here are some examples of psychological research. Explain the ethical implications of each

Migram conducted his obedience 
research to answer the question 
‘Are Germans different?’ 

Milgram’s participants were deceived as 
they were led to believe that they were 
delivering electric shocks to another 
participant.

Bowlby’s theory of attachment suggests 
that children form one special 
attachment bond, usually with their 
mother, which must take place within 
a critical period. Bowlby also suggested 
that this attachment bond affects their 
future relationships through an internal 
working model.

Burt’s research using identical twins 
which found a heritability coefficient of 
0.77 for intelligence, suggests a strong 
genetic basis for intelligence.

Research into race and IQ. For example, 
Robert Yerkes conducted flawed research 
with American soldiers during the First 
World War which found that black 
Americans had lower IQ scores in 
comparison to white Americans.


