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Analysis Analyse how the media reproduces the dominant ideology 

Outline ways in which the Marxist view of ownership and control of the media 
links to other areas of the specification

AO
3

In the table below, explain how A causes B

Analyse how the concentration of media ownership could impact the following:

13

14

Concentration 
of media 
ownership

Globalisation

The media 
as Ideological 
state 
apparatus

Controllers 
of the media 
acting as 
gatekeepers 

Social 
construction 
of the news

Concentration 
of media 
ownership

Political 
socialisation 
impacting 
elections

Creation of 
folk devils

Factor A

Hegemonic gender stereotypes Social policies passed by government 

Impact BAnalysis

Marxists believe that the media reproduces the dominant ideology of the bourgeoise, but do they 
over exaggerate the extent of control of the owners and journalists? 

Evaluation Evaluate the different Marxist approaches to media ownership and control 

Evaluate the view that the media reproduces the dominant ideology AO
3

15

Media content is owned 
by a few powerful 
conglomerates

The media is an 
ideological state 
apparatus that keeps 
the proletariat in a state 
of false consciousness

The media is directly 
controlled by the 
owners (media moguls)

The media is controlled 
by journalists and day 
to day managers

The media reproduces 
a narrow range of 
viewpoints to a passive 
audience which is 
manipulated into false 
consciousness

The media persuades 
audiences to agree 
with the dominant 
ideology through the 
use of tabloidization 
and info-tainment

Traditional Marxist Ideas

Traditional Marxist Ideas

Evaluation 

Evaluation 
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Application Apply knowledge of the representation of black and minority ethnic groups 
to a range of exam questions AO

2

Highlight at least two hooks from the item that answer the question below: 24

Item C
News reports involving ethnic minorities often suggest that they pose a threat to society. Fictional 
representations of ethnic minorities show them in a narrow range of roles which may result in negative 
stereotyping.  

Outline and explain two reasons that ethnic minorities are stereotyped in the media. 
(10 marks)

Applying material from Item C, analyse two ways in which ethnic minorities are negatively 
labelled in the media.

Outline and explain two ways that new media has changed the representation of ethnic 
minorities. (10 marks)

Outline and explain two ways in which globalisation has led to changes in the 
representations of minority ethnic groups. (10 marks)

Highlight at least two hooks from the item that answer the question below: 25

Item B
Some sociologists argue that ethnic minorities are seen ‘through the white eye’ because most people who 
work in the media come from the white majority. Sociologists argue that black and minority ethnic groups 
are subject to tokenism as opposed to fair representation. Other sociologists would point out the impact 
of new media on changing representations.   

Using material from Item B and elsewhere evaluate the extent that ethnic minorities are 
negatively stereotyped in the media. (20 marks)

Analysis Analyse why representations of ethnicity have changed over time

Analyse ways representations of ethnicity have impacted on the identity of 
social groups  

AO
3

In the table below explain why factor A has had impact B. 26

Rising rates of 
immigration

Changing 
media formats

Changing 
social 
attitudes 

More equal 
representations of 
ethnic minorities 
in the media 

Increased range 
of representations

Public outrage and 
demand for equal 
representation

Factor A Impact BAnalysis
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Media Representations - 
Class, Age, Disability and Sexuality

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Define the term symbolic annihilation 

Outline how class, age, disability and sexuality are symbolically annihilated 
in the media  

AO
1

Symbolic annihilation involves what three features?

Outline a stereotype, give an example and explain how that results in symbolic annihilation of the 
social groups below:

36

37

Class

Age

Disability

Sexuality

Impact on Example Symbolic annihilationStereotype

Application Apply knowledge of the representation of class, age, disability and sexuality 
in the media to a range of exam questionsAO

2

Highlight at least two hooks from the item that help to answer the question below: 38

Item D
The media provides a range of stereotypical representations of social classes. For example, working-class 
people are represented in ways that devalue their culture in comparison to the middle class. The higher 
classes are seen to be deserving of their social position. Marxists suggest this celebrates wealth and 
reflects the interests of the powerful, promoting and justifying their dominant ideology. 

Item B
Young people are often represented in stereotypical ways that portray them in a negative light. They are 
seen as rebellious troublemakers that may not reflect reality. Some sociologists argue that the media 
creates folk devils out of youth cultures and present them as a threat to society. However, with the rise 
of new media, young people have more power to refute the stereotypes. 

Applying material from Item D, analyse two reasons that the media is stereotypical in its 
representation of class. (10 marks)

Applying material from Item B, analyse two ways that the media distorts the representation 
of youths in the media. (10 marks)

Outline and explain two ways in which representations of sexuality in the media are based 
on stereotypes. (10 marks)

Outline and explain two reasons that representations of disability in the media are based 
on stereotypes. (10 marks)
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Selection and Presentation of the News 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Define key terms and use them in context 

Apply knowledge of news values to a news storyAO
1

The news cannot report every event that occurs as there are too many. Therefore, 
the ___________ in the media must decide which news is important or considered  
___________ enough to be included. The gatekeepers are the editors and journalists 
who may be restricted by the ________ ________, time constraints and the 
juxtaposition of other news stories. ________ ____ ________ developed the idea  
________ ________ which are used to decide which news is reported. An example 
of a news value is ‘ ________________ ’ meaning that the more unusual the story, 
the more likely it will be included in the news schedule. The news can set the tone or 
view of a particular event which is known as ________ ________. Some sociologists 
argue with the fast pace of modern 24hr news; news organisations simply reproduce 
press releases, from the government for example, without fact checking or analysis. 
This is known as ___________. A good example of this is when a story goes 
‘________’ and the same story is repeated in different outlets with few alterations. 

43 Fill in the blanks in the following paragraphs (using the words below): 

gatekeepers

churnalism

Galtung And Ruge

unexpectedness

profit motive

news values

newsworthy

viral

agenda setting

List below the news values that could help explain why the news story surrounding Madeleine 
McCann’s disappearance in 2007 is still in the news.

44

Application Apply knowledge of the selection and presentation of the news to a range of 
exam questions. 

Apply knowledge of the selection and presentation of the news to changes in 
the media in contemporary society.

The way the news is constructed has changed in contemporary society. The power of new media gives the public 
opportunities to construct the news alongside the editors and journlaists in the media. Draw a red line to indicate 
ways the public can make news and a blue line to indicate how the agenda is set by news organisations.  

AO
2

Highlight at least two item hooks that can help to answer the question below: 45

Item C
Many sociologists argue that the news is created to maintain hegemony. The journalists and editors use 
news values to decide which news is important and use bias in the way in which they construct the news. 
The views of the elite are more vocal than that of the public. 

Applying material from Item C analyse two ways in which the news could be considered 
a social construction in favour of the ruling class. (10 marks)

Who 
constructs 

the 
news?

Technological 
convergence

Market 
Power 

DigitalisationMedia 
gatekeepers

Globalisation 
of media

Interactivity Global 
conglomerates

Censorship 
in some 

countries

Social
media

Citizen 
journalism

Profit 
motive
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Globalization and Popular Culture 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Define the key terms global culture, cultural imperialism, cultural 
homogenisation

Identify the theorists that best match certain concepts 

AO
1

McLuhin Baudrillard Ritzer Klein

Fenton Flew Strinati Baudrillard

Define the following key terms and choose a relevant theorist from the list below, next to the 
correct key term. 

49

Global popular 
culture

Global village 

Hybrid culture 
through the 
internet

Cultural 
imperialism

McDonaldisation

Cultural 
homogenisation

Hyper-reality

Simulacra

Key Term Definition Theorist

Highlight at least two hooks from the item to help you answer the following question:

Highlight at least two hooks from the item and suggest key words and examples to help you 
answer the following question. 

50

51

Item B
Some sociologists argue that media globalisation, and the consequent globalisation of culture, is really 
cultural imperialism: the domination of global cultures by the West.  In this view, local cultures are 
obliterated, leading to cultural homogenisation and Americanisation. 

Item C
The globalisation of the media has been rapidly accelerated by the development of new media. While all 
technological innovations in the 20th century have contributed to the globalisation of the media, some 
sociologists argue that what has resulted is global culture. However other sociologists argue that rather 
than cultural homogenisation, cultural imperialism has occurred. 

Applying material from Item B analyse two ways in which the globalisation of the media 
could be said to be a form of cultural imperialism. (10 marks)

Outline and explain two ways in which the media contribute to the formation of a global 
popular culture. (10 marks)

Using material from Item C and elsewhere evaluate the extent that the new media has 
produced a global popular culture. (20 marks)

Application Apply sociological perspectives on globalisation and popular culture to a range 
of exam questions

Identify links between globalisation and other aspects of culture and identity

AO
2


