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Movie Worksheet – All the Way
All the Way chronicles Lyndon Johnson’s first year in office from the assassination of JFK in November 1963 to his election as President in November 1964.  LBJ and his wife, Ladybird, were in Texas when JFK was shot and LBJ was sworn in as President on the plane back to Washington. LBJ was known for his coarse language and intimidation of those around him, the film conveys this throughout.  Please note that the film also uses historical racial epithets.
	Question
	Answer 
	A2 US Politics - Curriculum link

	LBJ makes it clear that he is an ‘accidental’ President.  How does he show that he intends to follow through JFK’s policies?
	
	Relations between President and Congress

	LBJ calls Hubert Humphrey, who was on the left of the Democratic party, who was LBJ worried about challenging him from within the party?
	
	US Political Parties

	How does LBJ use the ‘power to persuade’ to help maintain the support of Senator Russell?
	
	Power of the Presidency

	Why were civil rights so important to LBJ?
	
	Voting behaviour

	How did ‘Judge’ Smith try to stall the Civil Right Bill?
	
	Roles and powers of Congress

	Who ran against LBJ for the 1964 Democratic nomination?
	
	Electoral process-primaries

	Why does LBJ cut voting rights from the Civil Rights Bill and what does he leave in?
	
	Legislative process

	Why, do you think, LBJ wants Humphrey to be his Vice-President?
	
	Electoral Process – selection of the Vice President

	What did LBJ propose to help the American poor?

	
	Party ideology

	How does LBJ use the power of MLK to help force the civil rights bill out of committee?
	
	Pressure group methods – lobbying

	What was the Freedom Summer?

	
	Pressure group methods -  direct action

	The Civil Rights bill passed the House by 290-130.  What happened next?
	
	Legislative process

	How many Civil Rights Bills had failed to get through the Senate between 1954 and 1964?
	
	Legislative process

	What does Senator Russell propose to stop the Civil Rights Bill?
	
	Legislative process

	Who does LBJ need to deal with to pass the Civil Rights Bill through the Senate?
	
	Political parties and bipartisanship

	LBJ used the ‘bully pulpit’ to address the American public on the filibuster of the Civil Rights Bill.  How does he make his cause sympathetic to viewers and reporters?
	
	Power of the presidency

	How does MLK propose to put pressure on the Senate to pass the Civil Rights Bill?
	
	Pressure group methods – direct action

	How many amendments does the Republican leader propose?
	
	Legislative process

	How does LBJ attempt to use the power to persuade on Senator Fulbright (in the lift)?
	
	Power of the presidency

	How many votes did LBJ need to end the filibuster of the Civil Rights Bill?
	
	Legislative process

	How long did LBJ (correctly) guess that he had lost the Democrat vote in the South?
	
	Voting behaviour

	Who was the Republican nominee in 1964?
	
	Electoral process.

	Why didn’t the Mississippi Governor want the FBI’s involvement in investigating the missing campaigners?
	
	Federalism

	How was LBJ forced to start airstrikes in Vietnam? (NB this is rather oversimplified in the film)
	
	Power of the Presidency.

	What was the controversy at the Democratic National Convention in 1964?
	
	Electoral process.

	How did LBJ seek to compromise with the MFDP delegates?
	
	Power of the Presidency.

	How many times did LBJ suggest showing the ‘Daisy Girl’ commercial?
	
	Election campaign.

	Which state deserted the Democrats for the first time in 1964?
	
	Voting behaviour.



While Johnson has traditionally been seen by many as a flawed president, largely due to his escalation of the Vietnam War, his legacy is being increasingly revisited by historians.  The information at the end of the film tells you of some of the successes of his only full term as President.


Suggested Answers 
	Question
	Answer 
	Curriculum link

	LBJ makes it clear that he is an ‘accidental’ President.  How does he show that he intends to follow through JFK’s policies?
	His speech to congress on civil rights

	Relations between President and Congress

	LBJ calls Hubert Humphrey, who was on the left of the Democratic party, who was LBJ worried about challenging him from within the party?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Dixiecrats and Bobby Kennedy
	US Political Parties

	How does LBJ use the ‘power to persuade’ to help maintain the support of Senator Russell?
	Weekly dinners and a swim in the White House pool!

	Power of the Presidency

	Why were civil rights so important to LBJ?
	LBJ needed the African American vote to win election
	Voting behaviour

	How did ‘Judge’ Smith try to stall the Civil Right Bill?
	He attempted to keep it in committee
	Roles and powers of Congress

	Who ran against LBJ for the 1964 Democratic nomination?
	George Wallace
	Electoral process-primaries

	Why does LBJ cut voting rights from the Civil Rights Bill and what does he leave in?
	To get support in Congress but includes public accomodation and education
	Legislative process

	Why, do you think, LBJ wants Humphrey to be his Vice-President?
	Because he is from the northern, Liberal wing and LBJ is from the South – he can ‘balance the ticket’
	Electoral Process – selection of the Vice President

	What did LBJ propose to help the American poor?

	The ‘war on poverty’ health, education etc
	Party ideology

	How does LBJ use the power of MLK to help force the civil rights bill out of committee?
	gets African-American leaders, church ministers to lobby the 8 representatives 

	Pressure group methods – lobbying

	What was the Freedom Summer?

	Activists helping to register African-American voters in Mississippi 
	Pressure group methods -  direct action

	The Civil Rights bill passed the House by 290-130.  What happened next?
	The bill went to the Senate
	Legislative process

	How many Civil Rights Bills had failed to get through the Senate between 1954 and 1964?
	121
	Legislative process

	What does Senator Russell propose to stop the Civil Rights Bill?
	Filibuster 
	Legislative process

	Who does LBJ need to deal with to pass the Civil Rights Bill through the Senate?
	Republicans
	Political parties and bipartisanship

	LBJ used the ‘bully pulpit’ to address the American public on the filibuster of the Civil Rights Bill.  How does he make his cause sympathetic to viewers and reporters?
	He sits outside, in his own clothes and tells a personal story from when he was teaching.
	Power of the presidency

	How does MLK propose to put pressure on the Senate to pass the Civil Rights Bill?
	A public fast to the death!
	Pressure group methods – direct action

	How many amendments does the Republican leader propose?
	40
	Legislative process

	How does LBJ attempt to use the power to persuade on Senator Fulbright (in the lift)?
	Sends him on a trip to visit troops during the vote and gives him a pair of cufflinks
	Power of the presidency

	How many votes did LBJ need to end the filibuster of the Civil Rights Bill?
	67 – it is now only 60
	Legislative process

	How long did LBJ (correctly) guess that he had lost the Democrat vote in the South?
	His lifetime and Humphrey’s
	Voting behaviour

	Who was the Republican nominee in 1964?
	Barry Goldwater
	Electoral process.

	Why didn’t the Mississippi Governor want the FBI’s involvement in investigating the missing campaigners?
	State sovereignty (also covering up the murders)
	Federalism

	How was LBJ forced to start airstrikes in Vietnam? (NB this is rather oversimplified in the film)
	Fear of Goldwater, leak about attacks in the Gulf of Tonkin.
	Power of the Presidency.

	What was the controversy at the Democratic National Convention in 1964?
	Mississippi delegation did not want African-Americans seated with them
	Electoral process.

	How did LBJ seek to compromise with the MFDP delegates?
	Use trade union leaders to put pressure on MLK, Hubert Humphrey to negotiate with MFDP
	Power of the Presidency.

	How many times did LBJ suggest showing the ‘Daisy Girl’ commercial?
	Only once.
	Election campaign.

	Which state deserted the Democrats for the first time in 1964?
	Georgia
	Voting behaviour.
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