
Guide to

ATA Carnets
“ATA” is a combination of the French and English terms, 
“Admission Temporaire/Temporary Admission”.

What is an ATA Carnet?

An ATA Carnet is an international customs document 
that permits the tax-free and duty-free temporary 
export and import of goods for up to one year. It 
consists of unified Customs declaration forms which 
are prepared for use at every border crossing point. It 
is a globally accepted guarantee for Customs duties 
and taxes, designed to replace security deposits 
required by each Customs authority.

The ATA Carnet is jointly administered by the 
 World Customs Organization and The International 
Chamber of Commerce.

The ATA Carnet can be used in multiple countries 
for multiple trips during the 12 months of its validity. 
When taking commercial samples temporarily 
overseas, or showing at an exhibition, an ATA Carnet 
is likely to be the most effective way to clear Customs 
without paying import duties or tariffs (or VAT on 
your return to the UK). 

The ATA Carnet simplifies customs clearance of 
goods in exporting and importing countries by 
replacing the multiplicity of customs documents that 
would normally be required. It provides financial 
security for customs charges potentially due on the 
goods that will be taken to the countries visited. It 
helps to overcome language barriers and eliminates 
the need for the completion of multiple forms. 

The ATA Carnet must be typed, and can usually be 
prepared online for electronic submission to the 
issuing Chamber of Commerce. Most Chambers 
offer a Carnet completion service, and there are 
commercial companies that provide this service too 
(for a fee).

You will need to list on the ATA Carnet all the items 
you are taking on your journey (samples from your 
collection, display aids, laptop etc.). 

Each must have against it:

Everything listed on the ATA Carnet MUST return to 
the UK at the end of your journey (or journeys). 

NB if you are travelling by car or van, you should NOT 
include the vehicle in your ATA Carnet list – that will 
require separate documentation. 

An example of something that might be in your list:
The HS Code for a man’s knitted cashmere pullover 
is - 61101210

That Code number covers: Jerseys, pullovers, 
cardigans, waistcoats and similar articles, of hair of 
Kashmir “cashmere” goats, knitted or crocheted, for 
men or boys (excluding quilted articles).

Follow this link for an explanation of how to find your 
commodity codes:

HS (Harmonised System) or Commodity Code

Full merchandise description

Value

Item number. This number should be on a tag affixed 
to the item, to make it easy for Customs to identify 
each item, should they inspect the consignment. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/finding-commodity-
codes-for-imports-or-exports#using-the-trade-

tariff-tool
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What does an ATA Carnet look like?

The ATA Carnet is A4 in size, and consists of a front 
and back cover containing vouchers and counterfoils 
for each country to be visited or transited through. 
The vouchers act as receipts for entry and re-export 
in foreign countries, and are retained by foreign 
customs officials. The counterfoils are stamped by 
the foreign customs services and act as the Carnet 
holder’s receipt. Do not lose them!

You will need to plan your journey/journeys carefully 
to specify your route, and get the maximum use from 
your ATA Carnet.  Allow yourself plenty of time to 
prepare your first ATA Carnet (we recommend three 
weeks before your journey):

1. To purchase the Carnet 
2. Complete it online 
3. Arrange the deposit and 
4. Have it processed by the Chamber and sent back 
to you in time for your first journey

Everything listed on the Carnet must return to the 
UK. Carnets are used for all kinds of consignments 
(from heavy engineering machinery to dresses). 
Large-scale exhibitions for commodities other than 
fashion tend to have Customs posts within the 
exhibition which will stamp a Carnet - but fashion 
exhibitions do not - so do please remember this when 
completing the Carnet form and administering it. You 
should normally classify your goods as “commercial 
samples” on the Carnet application.

You will be required to lodge a Security Guarantee 
for paying any charges that become due on goods 
covered by an ATA Carnet. Security is required to 
accompany your application for a Carnet; this is fully 
refundable as long as the Carnet conditions of use 
have not been broken.

The security can be accepted in one of the following 
forms:

Alternatively, your issuing Chamber may offer a 
Carnet Security Scheme (CSS) Guarantee - an in-
house service by which for an annual payment 
the Carnet user can arrange for the security to be 
provided, without having to supply either Banker’s 
Draft, cash or Bank Guarantee. 

If you are travelling with goods covered by an ATA 
Carnet you must travel through “international” 
airports or ports which have full International 
Customs offices. Ensure that you allow enough time 
to have your Carnet checked and stamped when 
leaving the UK, and remember to get it stamped 
when returning to the UK (as well as when entering 
and leaving the country or countries through which 
you are travelling).

When your goods are on a Carnet, you should arrive 
at the airport, port or station at least two hours before 
the earliest check-in-time of your departure. You may 
need even longer if you are flying late night or early 
morning as Customs Offices are not always manned 
24 hours a day.

You must also establish with your airline, ferry or train 
operator whether or not they have a Customs desk in 
their own arrival and departure terminal; if they don’t, 
you will have to go to another building where there 
is one.

Covering pages

These contain all the information about the goods, 
users, issuing data, guaranteeing Chamber of 
Commerce, and notes on usage. They must be kept 
in the Carnet at all times.

Counterfoils

There are 3 types of counterfoils – Exportation / re-
importation (yellow), Importation / re-exportation 
(white) and Transit (blue).

Vouchers

These are used as Customs declarations and 
guarantees; they will be detached from the Carnet 
and kept by Customs. There are various types of 
voucher: 

• Yellow exportation voucher
• White importation voucher
• White re-exportation voucher
• Yellow re-importation voucher
• Yellow exportation/re-importation (2)
• White importation/re-exportation (3)

Each voucher is followed by the General List of goods 
on the Carnet, which must contain full details of each 
item, with its HS Code.

Bank Guarantee 
(approved banks only)

Bank Draft Cash
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How it works:

For example: if you are taking goods to New York 
from Heathrow (and back) you must go through the 
“Something To Declare” channel (or its equivalent) 
and insist on having your Carnet stamped in the 
following sequence:

UKFT recommends the ATA Carnet as the only safe 
system to use for temporary imports into the USA. 
This requirement applies even when your goods are 
being carried for you by a courier company - they 
can administer the Carnet for you; you will have to 
provide them with the complete ATA Carnet folder 
and its contents. 

You might think that sending goods to your exhibition 
stand by courier service (e.g. UPS, DHL etc.) is the 
easy solution - in our experience it rarely works 
for exhibitions. Unless they have a special system 
in place (as they do at a few shows in the USA) 
exhibition organisers will not sign for exhibitors’ 
deliveries, and couriers cannot guarantee what time 
the consignment will arrive for you to be there to sign 
for it. Even more frustrating is the process of getting 
the courier’s representative to collect your packages 
during the chaos which ensues whilst a show is 
breaking down. Please talk to UKFT about this.

When you have finished your journey/s with the ATA 
Carnet – remember to send it back to the issuing 
Chamber to be processed, and for your deposit to be 
returned or guarantee to be redeemed.

1. Going through Customs at Heathrow

2. Arriving at Customs in New York

then on the return journey

3. Going through Customs in New York

4. On arrival at Heathrow

www.ukft.org
@ukftorg

In the event of the UK leaving the European Union 
without a deal, you will need an ATA Carnet when 
sending/taking your samples to exhibitions or on 
sales trips within the EU. 

The UKFT website www.ukft.org will have updates on 
this, please sign up for our free newsletter for updates.

UKFT is a Member of Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce. UKFT members can benefit from a 
considerably discounted rate when applying for an 
ATA Carnet. Birmingham Chamber offers an online 
service and a Carnet can be processed in as little as 
three hours. You will need your UKFT Membership 
number to access the discounted price; our contact 
at Birmingham Chamber of Commerce is:
Jonathan Crosbie
Email: J.Crosbie@birmingham-chamber.com 
Tel: 0121 607 1785

Your UKFT contact on the ATA Carnet system is: 
Laurian Davies MBE 
Email: Laurian.Davies@ukft.org      
Tel: 020 7843 9460
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