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Supporting
the growth
of the UK
fashion
and textile
industry.

The UK Fashion & Textile Association (UKFT) is
the most inclusive network for fashion and textile
companies in the UK. We bring together designers,
manufacturers, suppliers, agents and retailers to
promote their businesses and our industry, both in
the UK and throughout the world.
We are in a unique position representing businesses
from spinning, weaving and knitting, right through
to the catwalk and aftercare.
We are headquartered in London and we have an
office in the North West, as well as staff working
in Scotland, the East Midlands, Lancashire,
Merseyside and Yorkshire.
Our President is HRH The Princess Royal.
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CHAMPIONING OUR INDUSTRY
The UK fashion and textile industry has a worldwide
reputation for originality, quality, and innovation. Our
iconic UK brands and manufacturers are coveted
around the world, while a dynamic group of creatives are
pioneering new ways to challenge established norms in the
global fashion market.
Our textile mills supply some of the finest fabrics to the most
prestigious brands, designers and tailors, and a growing
number of creative design studios are gaining momentum
thanks to their directional, contemporary approach to prints
and weave.
Today’s UK manufacturing industry combines skilled
craftsmanship with cutting-edge technology. Established
businesses are expanding their services to meet the exacting
needs of industry, joined by a new wave of entrepreneurs
responding to growing demand for fashion and textile products
made here.
UK consumers spend more than £70bn on clothing,
clothing accessories, household textiles and carpets
The UK’s fashion and textile manufacturing sector produces
more than £9bn of product
The UK exports almost £10bn worth of fashion and textiles
around the world
The UK fashion and textile industry directly employs more
than 110,000 people in manufacturing and 43,000 in
wholesale businesses

DRIVING POSITIVE CHANGE
In 2019, UKFT…

Supported more than

550 businesses at international

tradeshows and showrooms

At

45 events worldwide

We delivered Brexit guidance to

more than 1,000

businesses

Held

62 meetings with government officials

Held

53 seminars and events

Our President, HRH The Princess Royal, visited

companies

Worked with

8 member

more than 50 employers to create
new apprenticeships

Delivered

4 new qualifications
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From creating the world’s first modern textile factories during the
industrial revolution and being the birthplace of the traditional
men’s suit, through to the development of youth fashion culture
during the 1960s, the UK laid the foundations for the international
fashion and textile industry we know today.
But our industry is undergoing a period of dramatic change,
driven by seismic shifts in consumer demand and the retail
environment.
UKFT is supporting the UK fashion and textile industry through
this transition, uniting all parts of the supply chain to ensure we
can continue to lead for many years to come.

SHAPING THE FUTURE
Speed to market, efficiency
and cost continue to grow in
importance but UK companies
are also pioneering new ways
of working that champion
craft, community and local
production. UK brands are
at the forefront of new
developments that reduce
waste and limit our industry’s
impact on the environment.
After decades of decline, our
manufacturing industry is
growing again. We’re working
to ensure that designers,
brands and retailers - both
here and overseas - recognise
the skills, craftsmanship and
expertise that we have in the
UK. We’re working to make
sure our manufacturers can

collaborate with our designers
in a way that benefits everyone.
We’re working to create the
best environment for our
brands to thrive, so they can
fly the flag for our industry all
around the world.
We’re working to ensure the
skills and training landscape
performs
for
businesses
and that our industry offers
promising careers for new
people entering our sector.
And we’re committed to
sharing best practice from
every area of our industry so
that UK fashion and textiles are
as innovative and sustainable
as they can be.
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01
Voice of the
industry.
Committed to creating the best
environment for UK fashion & textiles

We represent the entire fashion and textile supply chain from
spinning, weaving and knitting, through to manufacturing
garments and accessories, to designers, brands and retailers.
We are the bridge between government and industry.
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VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

ONE VOICE
We work with the UK’s most well-known fashion and textile
brands, heritage success stories and innovative start-ups,
alongside the manufacturers and suppliers that turn those ideas
into reality.
UKFT’s network has recently expanded into aftercare to
strengthen the links between manufacturers, brands, retailers
and dry cleaners.

THE BROADEST NETWORK

Our network includes:
Burberry

River Island

Alex Monroe

John Smedley

Margaret Howell

Lochcarron of Scotland

Fox Brothers

Simon Carter

Drake’s

Asos

Johnsons Cleaners

Gloverall

Allied Textiles

Tateossian

Hirsch Tailoring

Reiss

Reef Knots

Makers HQ

Johnstons of Elgin

Töastie

Courtney & Co

Next

Kokori Kids

Mackintosh

Erdem

Goat Fashion

Thomas Pink

Ted Baker

Gushlow & Cole

Justine Tabak

Ninety Percent

Bamford

Samuel Brothers

Begg & Co

The Vampire’s Wife

Globe-Trotter

Victoria Beckham

Bloomin’ Sexy

MAES London
And hundreds more...

The key UK trade associations and organisations in fashion
and textiles are all Federated Members of UKFT, including
the British Fashion Council (BFC), the British Footwear
Association (BFA), Leather UK, the National Childrenswear
Association of Great Britain and Ireland (NCWA), Professional
Clothing Industry Association Worldwide, the Textile Centre
of Excellence, the Textile Services Association, Savile Row
Bespoke, The Schoolwear Association, The Textile Institute,
NWTexnet, The Worshipful Company of Saddlers and the
British Textile Machinery Association (BTMA). UKFT provides
the secretariat for two textile trade associations, the Lancashire
Textile Manufacturers’ Association (LTMA) and the Silk
Association of Great Britain (SAGB).
UKFT Scotland promotes the unique strengths of the Scottish
fashion and textile industry, with dedicated strategies for growth
focused on skills, exports and innovation.
We continue to develop our work in Wales and Northern Ireland
helping to cement UKFT’s position as the largest network of
fashion and textile businesses across the entire UK.
This strength and depth of contacts and experience gives us
an unrivalled ability to comment on all issues relating to our
industry.
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VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

Prime Minister’s Office

For Our
Members

Home Office
Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education (IfATE)

Join UKFT and make your voice heard, help shape

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

negotiations and get the latest updates on the issues
that matter. We can help you grow your business
and together we can build a stronger UK fashion and
textile industry.

As well as meeting with Ministers and Civil Servants, UKFT
regularly represents the industry’s views in government
consultations and provides evidence to Select Committee
enquiries.
We are the bridge between government and industry.

COLLECTIVE REPRESENTATION
We promote the strategic and economic value of our vibrant
industry to government and policymakers, ensuring the key
issues are on the agenda.
We campaign on a wide range of issues and represent the
industry on areas including apprenticeships and education,
industrial strategy, international trade, employment, the
environment, working practices and much more.
We promote the interests of the industry to government through
longstanding relationships with the:
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS)
Department for International Trade (DIT)
Department for Education
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

INTERNATIONAL
REPRESENTATION
UKFT also represents the UK industry on a global stage through
its membership of EURATEX (the European Apparel and Textile
Organisation), the International Apparel Federation and
GINETEX (the international care labelling organisation).
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VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

VOICE OF THE INDUSTRY

THE UK FASHION & TEXTILE
MANIFESTO

SUPPORTING THE INDUSTRY
THROUGH BREXIT

We have outlined what the UK fashion and textile industry needs
from government to ensure our sector can continue to grow.

In 2019, we delivered Brexit guidance to more than 1,000
businesses ranging from micro firms through to large
multinational companies.

In 2020, our key priorities are:
Minimising disruption to trade as the UK exits the EU
Increasing support for exporters

In 2020, we will be continuing to support the industry through
the Transition Period, as well as maintaining a close dialogue
with the Government during the negotiations with the EU over
new trading relationships.

Fixing the skills and training landscape
Increasing targeted support for UK manufacturing businesses
Supporting entrepreneurship and encouraging business growth
Ensuring UK immigration policy reflects the needs of business
Developing and fostering innovation
Boosting sustainability

FASHION & TEXTILE CHILDREN’S
TRUST (FTCT)
UKFT’s official charity is the Fashion & Textile Children’s Trust
(FTCT), which provides financial grants for parents and carers
with children aged 0-18. Grants are available to support families
when they are struggling financially and can’t afford to buy
essential items for their children. This could be because of an
unexpected change in circumstances or a sudden gap in income,
or it may be due to caring for a child with ill health or additional
needs.
For more information, visit www.ftct.org.uk
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Business
support.
Practical advice and technical
support to help companies grow
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We have a range of membership options to
suit your type of business or organisation:

Fashion
Textiles
Manufacturing
Education Partner
Retail Partner
Federated
Dry Cleaning
Associate
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BUSINESS SUPPORT

For Our
Members
Whether your company or organisation is large or
small, UKFT offers tailored advice and guidance,

BUSINESS SUPPORT

LEARN:
Our seminar programme covers a wide range of businessrelated topics including IP protection, working with agents and
distributors, care labelling, ecommerce, licencing, marketing
and market opportunities such as selling to China, Japan or the
US. Our specialist skills and training team can help you identify
the right industry training options for your business.

sharing best practice and providing assistance on a
wide range of business issues.

NETWORK:
Raise your profile and meet other industry professionals at our
range of meetings and events. UKFT’s broad network offers a
variety of opportunities to promote your company and showcase
your brand.

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD:
We represent the UK fashion and textile industry in the UK and
throughout the world. Help drive positive change for our industry
by joining our influential, unified voice.

PROTECT:
Take advantage of our free HR and employment service, browse
sample contracts and templates, and stay up-to-date with the
latest guidance on health and safety.

GROW:
We can help you with business plans and strategies, international
expansion, marketing and PR, UK sourcing and manufacturing,
logistics, IP protection, labelling, standards, range planning and
pricing, employment and much more.

SAVE:
Our exclusive deals and discounts save companies money
on everything from foreign currency exchange and export
documentation through to insurance and crowdfunding fees.
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BUSINESS SUPPORT

LONDON SHOWROOM AND
MEETING SPACE
Our central London spaces are available to hire for use as a
showroom, board room or meeting space to conduct client visits.
UKFT members receive discounted rates.
Contact info@ukft.org for prices and availability.

BUSINESS SUPPORT
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BUSINESS SUPPORT

BUSINESS SUPPORT

CARE LABELLING

STANDARDS

Get your GINETEX International Care Labelling licence through
UKFT, which allows you to use the care labelling symbols in the
UK and throughout the world.

UKFT represents the industry to the British Standards Institution
(BSI), the European Standards Body (CEN) and the International
Standards Organisation (ISO), helping ensure that new technical
standards are industry relevant. The standards cover everything
from physical and chemical testing, to colourfastness and
domestic laundering.

UKFT can also guide you through the care labelling, fibre content
and country of origin requirements for every country.
Fashion designers, brands and labelling companies can add a
care labelling licence as a bolt-on to membership. Retailers can
join the Retail Partner Programme.
There are five basic symbols but over 40 variations covering a
wide variety of methods.

WASHING:

DRYING:

IRONING:
Contact info@ukft.org for details.

DRY CLEANING
UKFT represents the dry cleaning, wet cleaning and high street
laundry industry, providing membership services focused on
improving standards, industry collaboration, environmental
sustainability and customer care.

BLEACHING:

DRY CLEANING:

UKFT members can receive a discount on the purchase of
selected BSI standards. Contact info@ukft.org for details.

The clevercare.info logo
helps consumers to adopt
simple habits to care for
their fabrics the clever way,
extending the lifespan of
their favourite fabrics while
also caring for the planet.

UKFT runs a Dry Cleaning Arbitration Service, providing thirdparty dispute resolution for dry cleaners and the general public.
The UKFT Code of Practice outlines the standards members
adhere to. It is accompanied by the Fair Compensation Guide,
which provides guidance on the procedures to follow on receipt
of a complaint, assessing a fair level of compensation and the
average life expectancy ratings of products.
UKFT represents the industry on issues including the use of
solvents, plastics and the environment, most recently through
the new Sustainability in Textile Care Committee, and the
Minimisation of Plastics in Textiles initiative.
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BUSINESS SUPPORT

SUPPORTING START-UPS
UKFT brings together the fashion and textile industry in Scotland
through UKFT Scotland, led by an Industry Leadership Group
that reflects the size and diversity of the sector.

Launching your own business can be challenging and lonely.
UKFT Rise is a network of early-stage (under three years of
trading) fashion and textile businesses.

It is chaired by Simon Cotton, CEO of Johnstons of Elgin,
one of the largest employers in the sector. The ILG includes
representatives from Heriot Watt University, Kestin Hare, Barrie
Knitwear, Schofield Dyers & Finishers, Scottish Leather Group,
Macnaughtons, Stewart Christie, Harris Tweed Authority, Wilkie
Group and Begg and Co.

We also welcome anyone who is thinking of starting a fashion or
textile company in the near future.
By joining the UKFT Rise community, you can expect:
Peer to peer networking
Advice & inspiration from industry experts
Regular events designed to support building your business
Helpful business tips & templates
AND MORE

Royal visit to Begg & Co

Kestin Hare at Liberty in
New York

UKFT Rise Launch Event
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03
UK

manufacturing.
Supporting the growth of
‘made in the UK’

We work with government and industry to create the right
conditions for UK manufacturing to thrive.
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UK MANUFACTURING
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UK MANUFACTURING

ROYAL VISITS

For Our
Members
As a UKFT member, we can help promote your
manufacturing business to new customers and provide
exclusive access to events. We can facilitate introductions

UKFT’s President, HRH The Princess Royal, regularly visits
members to shine a spotlight on the UK’s rich manufacturing
heritage and its innovative future. In the last year alone, HRH
has visited New Balance in Cumbria, Globe-Trotter in
Hertfordshire, Begg & Co in Ayr, Courtney & Co in the Cotswolds,
Gloverall and Henry Poole in London and John Smedley’s store
in Japan.

between member businesses for collaboration,
sharing best practice and mentoring. UKFT’s skills team
can offer tailored training advice and links to
education partners.

UKFT supports the manufacturing industry to encourage new
business, new entrants, innovation and growth. We represent
the needs of this vital part of the sector to local and national
government to create the right conditions for UK manufacturing
to thrive.

Simon Carter

LETSMAKEITHERE.ORG
Letsmakeithere.org is a free to access sourcing platform that
connects UK fashion and textile manufacturers with designers,
brands and retailers around the world. The platform covers all
stages of the supply chain, from yarns, fabrics and trimmings
through to garment manufacturing and all relevant ancillary
finishing and processing services.

Gloverall

Globe-Trotter

In response to growing international demand for UK-made
fashion and textiles, Letsmakeithere.org is now available in
seven languages: English, French, Italian, Spanish, Japanese,
Korean and Mandarin.
John Spencer
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UK MANUFACTURING

MADE IT

MANUFACTURING HEROES

UKFT is launching the second edition of its successful MADE
IT programme in Q3 2020 to improve the understanding of
production and sourcing, and increase the awareness of UK
manufacturing among design graduates. It will also illustrate
and promote the wealth of technical and creative roles within
the supply chain.

UKFT champions the individuals and businesses that are
shaping the future of our industry, highlighting the exceptional
skills, craftsmanship and talent within UK fashion and textile
manufacturing. The Manufacturing Heroes campaign tells the
stories of the people within the businesses that are changing the
face of the UK manufacturing industry, celebrating their passion
and encouraging others to follow in their footsteps.

MADE IT is a three-year, national programme delivering
production and sourcing masterclasses through five partner
universities each year. It includes a paid internship programme
to embed design graduates into high quality, UK commercial
production environments. The initiative will develop a portfolio
of ‘quality internship’ collateral for both students and employers
to raise the quality and expectations of internships across the
industry.

MANUFACTURING ZONE AT
TEXTILE FORUM
UKFT has established a new Manufacturing Zone at London
fashion fabrics tradeshow, Textile Forum, in response to growing
demand for UK sourcing and production. The UKFT Manufacturing
Zone at Textile Forum features companies offering services
including pattern cutting, sampling and development support
through to grading and full production runs across multiple
categories, alongside existing fabric exhibitors.

MADE IT graduate - Natalie Slater
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UK MANUFACTURING

DIGITALISATION RESEARCH
IN SCOTLAND

Current projects UKFT is involved in to support innovation in
the UK fashion and textile industry.

FUTURE FASHION FACTORY
UKFT is chairing a £5.4m project funded by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC) to develop advanced
digital and textile technologies that will increase competitiveness
and productivity in the design and production of luxury fashion.
Future Fashion Factory is an industry-led collaborative research
project linking the textile design and manufacturing centres in
Yorkshire with the creative design and retail centre of London,
seeking to increase productivity, shrink design process lead
times, lower costs, and importantly, reduce waste.
Find out more at www.futurefashionfactory.org
UKFT is also supporting another AHRC-funded project - The
Business of Fashion, Textiles & Technology,
Technology which focuses
on delivering innovation within the entire fashion and textile
supply chain.

UKFT Scotland has secured funding to support a PhD student
at Strathclyde University for the three years to explore how
the Scottish textile sector can benefit from digitalisation and
innovation.
Paulius Stulga started his PhD in October 2019 and
we want as many Scottish companies as possible
to benefit from his research. To participate, contact
scotland@ukft.org for more details.

CENTRE FOR ARTISAN
ACCESSORY AND LEATHER
MAKERS
UKFT is working with Leather UK and Ruth Glen Consultancy
to create a Centre for Artisan Accessory and Leather Makers,
offering business space and training opportunities for leather
and accessories craftspeople in East London. The centre
supports the continued development of the ‘Made in the UK’
movement, links high-quality British making with fashion
design and manufacture, and passes on artisan skills to the
next generation of makers.
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04
Skills &

training.
Addressing critical skills gaps
and developing industry-led solutions
UKFT is the Sector Skills Body (SSB) for fashion and textiles
in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We work
with employers, training providers and other stakeholders to
raise the skills and productivity of the people who work in our
sector to the highest level, ensuring the UK fashion and textile
industry remains competitive in a global market.
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SKILLS & TRAINING

NEW ROUTES INTO INDUSTRY

For Our
Members
UKFT can help you identify the right industry training
options for your business, offering advice, help with
documentation and facilitating links with sector
training providers.

As Sector Skills Body, our most recent work involves developing
new vocational and academic routes into industry that meet
the needs of business, as well as promoting the wide variety of
careers in our industry to support the next generation of talented
workers.
We work with companies of all sizes from the industry’s biggest
global brands through to micro businesses and start-ups, training
providers and the relevant government agencies across the UK.
Our remit covers everything from fashion and footwear
manufacturing, dyeing and colouring, textile care services
and leather work through to pattern cutting, sewing, bespoke
tailoring and garment making.

UKFT has developed a new portfolio of apprenticeships for indemand job roles across the industry, reviewed and updated
a series of National Occupational Standards, and developed
new Scottish Vocational Qualifications.
Apprenticeships in England are changing and 2020 will see
UKFT assess the first apprentices in our role as External
Quality Assurance Provider (EQAP). UKFT will deliver new
apprenticeships for roles including knitting technician and
materials cutter, bringing the total number of fashion and
textile-specific apprenticeships available in England to 15.
New apprenticeships in England include:
Bespoke Tailor and Cutter
Fashion and Textiles Product Technologist
Textiles Technical Specialist
Technical Dyer and Colourist
Fashion and Textiles Pattern Cutter
Fashion Studio Assistant
Leather Craftsperson
Garment Maker
Bespoke Saddler
Knitting Technician (in development)

UKFT EDUCATION PARTNERS
UKFT Education Partners is a new membership category
for universities, colleges and training providers, designed to
strengthen the links between industry and education in both
directions.

Sewing Machinist
Footwear Manufacturing Operative
Textiles Manufacturing Operative
Textiles Care Operative
Material Cutter (in development)
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PROMOTING CAREERS
UKFT is embarking on an ambitious three-year nationwide
Fashion & Textile Career and Skills Roadshow to inspire young
people across the UK to explore a career in fashion and textile
manufacturing and highlight routes into jobs post-education.
UKFT works with local employers and training providers at
careers events in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales
to promote a wealth of opportunities, with a pop-up factory to
allow young people to try out their skills.

Skills Yorkshire

UKFT APPROVED:
QUALIFICATIONS
There are many fashion and textile training courses and
qualifications in the UK, which can be confusing for businesses,
educators and individuals alike. The UKFT Approved:
Qualifications programme signposts quality provision to meet
the skills needs of industry, from entry level to higher education.
Our latest UKFT Approved: Qualifications from Skills and
Education Group (SEG) Awards and UAL Awarding Body
include manufacturing textile products, footwear, garment
manufacturing, tailoring, technical textiles and fashion studio
assistant. Contact skillsandtraining@ukft.org for details.

AWARDING ORGANISATION
FORUM

UKFT has outlined a range of key job roles in the fashion and
textile industry as part of the DiscoverCreative.Careers
platform. The initiative highlights what each job entails, what
you might earn and what opportunities for progression there
are – covering roles including garment technologist, knitting
machinist and pattern cutter through to leather craftsperson,
with more to come.

UKFT has developed an Awarding Organisation Forum (AOF),
as part of our Sector Skills Body governance to ensure that
there is co-ordination between the industry and the Awarding
Organisations across all nations. The group includes SEG Awards,
AIM Awards, City & Guilds, Gateway Qualifications, OCR, PAA\
VQ-SET, Pearson, SQA Acc, SQA AB, and UAL Awarding Body.

T LEVELS

INTERNSHIPS

UKFT is on the panel which is developing the content of the
new technical educational programmes (T Levels) for craft and
design, which will include fashion and textiles.

We will be developing ‘quality internship’ collateral for both
students and employers to raise the quality and expectations
of internships across the industry. We will also be delivering a
number of supported internship opportunities within brands,
retailers and manufacturers each year.

37

40

SKILLS & TRAINING

SKILLS & TRAINING

SEWING TEAM LEADER
TRAINING COURSE

YOUNG TEXTILE TECHNICIAN
TRAINING GRANTS

UKFT has developed a training course for sewing
machinist team leaders to meet the growing
demand for industrial sewing skills.

UKFT has secured support from The Worshipful Company
of Weavers, The Drapers’ Company and The Clothworkers’
Company to match-fund the costs of in-depth training for
young textile technicians. The scheme is predominantly aimed
at technicians in weaving positions but we welcome applications
for associated areas of activity.

The course, aimed at sewing team leaders and supervisors,
provides a structured training programme for new industrial
sewing machinists, as well as practical techniques to reduce
learning time for new workers and improve the efficiency of
experienced staff.

BURBERRY CENTRE FOR
MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE
UKFT is proud to support the new Burberry Centre for
Manufacturing Excellence, which launched in February 2020 in
Castleford.

“We have created some of our most iconic products in Castleford
and Keighley in Yorkshire for over 100 years,”
said Lise Edwards-Warrener, VP Internal Manufacturing,
Burberry.

“We firmly believe in protecting artisanal skills, nurturing
talent and investing in British fashion manufacturing through
programmes including the Burberry Centre for Manufacturing
Excellence.
“Partnering with UKFT has been key in bringing this initiative to
life and we are proud of the impact the programme is already
having, and will continue to have, on our local community.”

Grants are now available towards the cost of sending young
UK-based textile technicians to training courses at overseas
machinery firms.
The scheme is open to companies across the UK to train textile
technicians under the age of 30.

SUPPORTING SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT: CAPITB TRUST
UKFT works closely with CAPITB Trust to help the charity with its
aim of supporting the development of skills in the fashion and
textile sector. CAPITB accepts applications for skills and training
grants from individuals and businesses of all sizes.
For more information and how to apply, visit
www.capitbgrants.org
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International
business.
Helping UK companies to

build business – at home and abroad

The UKFT team has extensive practical experience of working
with UK fashion and textile manufacturers, designers and
brands. We know what works and where the pitfalls lie, with
a track record of helping companies to avoid potentially
expensive mistakes.
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

SUPPORT FOR GROWTH

For Our
Members

Members can receive guidance in the following areas:

The International Business team helps UKFT members to

Business planning

maximise potential sales, in the UK and overseas markets.

Export strategy and research

We look at your product and help you to identify your

Range-planning and pricing

competitors and define your potential markets, build on
business that you may already have, or discuss
changes that you may need to make to your
product exportable.

Approaching and working with buyers
Working with agents or distributors
Where your product sits in the market
Protecting your trading name and your designs
Routes to market

We are delighted that two members of the UKFT International
Business team have been appointed Members of the British
Empire (MBE) in recent Queen’s Birthday Honours lists in
recognition of their services to the industry: our International
Business Director Paul Alger MBE for services to Export and
International Business Manager Laurian Davies MBE for services
to Export and to Young Designers.

Your own multichannel strategy
How to make a success of exhibiting overseas
Methods of payment that will work for you
Terms and Conditions and getting paid
CITES regulations, their impact your potential markets
When you need to use an ATA Carnet
Labelling requirements
Standards in specific markets
Export and import procedures and documentation
Import duty and export duty rates and VAT
Exporting and importing post-Brexit
International tradeshows can still be a good option for building
sales in the UK and overseas; we’ll look at which markets
would be most suitable for your collection or product, the best
tradeshows to target, planning your pre-show research visit, and
how to get accepted.

Paul Alger is made an MBE by HRH The Princess Royal
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UK FASHION & TEXTILES
AROUND THE WORLD

TRADE FAIR ADVICE AND
FINANCIAL HELP

UKFT is dedicated to raising the profile of UK fashion and
textiles at international tradeshows and events, through our
#UKFTExports campaign.

UKFT can help you to understand the world of international
tradeshows and showrooms, and how they can expand your
business.
We facilitate grants for more than 550 UK companies each year,
through the Department of International Trade’s Tradeshow
Access Programme (TAP). Our latest programme is available at
www.ukft.org and it includes tradeshows such as Pitti Uomo,
Pitti Bimbo, Playtime Paris, Berlin Fashion Week, Paris Men’s
Fashion Week and Women’s Pre-Collections, New York Men’s
Market Week, Paris Women’s Fashion Week, New York Women’s
Market Week, Who’s Next, Unique by Mode City, Salon de la
Lingerie, Interfilière, Curve, Splash, Heimtextil, Première Vision,
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

LOOKING AT NEW MARKETS CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
UKFT is continually looking for new market opportunities for
members, and recently we worked with the Department for
International Trade to organise a trade mission to Prague in
October 2019 to explore the potential for UK brands in Central
and Eastern Europe (CEE) including Poland, Slovakia, Hungary
and Slovenia.

LOOKING AT ESTABLISHED
MARKETS – JAPAN
Japan is a major export market for UK fashion and textiles.
UKFT works with the Hankyu department store and other
buyers to find UK suppliers for their British promotions. On a
broader scale, UKFT is urging the UK government to prioritise a
free-trade agreement with the country with the best terms for
our industry, as well as reinstating our programme of successful
trade missions to Japan to help future trade. This is a market
that UKFT has been active in for 30 years and we have a wealth
of knowledge and experience in this area.

Closet London

Hankyu Great British Fair
Embassy reception

Networking

“I had the chance to meet distributors, agents and buyers from
department store, as well as shopping mall operators who
offered pop up opportunities. I also had the chance to network
with other brands, and with DIT advisers from other regions,”
said Zulima Villar, New Business Development at Closet London.

“This event was a key event for us as it opened the doors to us in
the CEE region, gave us the opportunity to showcase our brand
and inspired us to explore new business models such as pop ups
and franchises.”

DRIVING SCOTTISH EXPORTS
Scotland has a world-class reputation in fashion and textiles,
with a number of internationally recognised brands and smaller
designer businesses, heritage manufacturing and leading
technical textile companies. UKFT Scotland is driving a new
strategy to increase Scottish fashion and textile exports, raising
the profile of the industry within the UK and internationally. UKFT
Scotland Members are working with the UKFT International
team to look at new export markets and develop sales strategies
for the future. UKFT is also helping the Hankyu buyers to meet
new Scottish brands.
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

CELEBRATING UK TEXTILES

A SELECTION OF OUR PARTNERS

UK textiles are sought after around the world, supplying major
luxury brands as well as globally-recognised designers but often
receiving little recognition. UKFT, with the generous support of
The Clothworkers Company, is undertaking a new campaign to
promote the fantastic capabilities of UK textile manufacturers at
the key textile trade shows - Première Vision, Milano Unica and
Intertextile Shanghai. This campaign highlights the strengths
of the UK textile industry, demonstrating its preparedness for a
new era in international trade.

British Embassy - Paris

Première Vision

British Embassy - Paris

Intertextile Shanghai

Intertextile Shanghai

The Worshipful Company of Weavers

www.ukft.org
@ukftorg

Proud to
support the growth of
the UK fashion and textile industry

