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In the hot, dry and dusty town of Lodwar in North-West Kenya, droughts are common and water is precious. At 
the local Salvation Army secondary school, the students were struggling due to this lack of water. Daniel Baraja, the 
Headmaster of the school, explains:

‘When I came to the school in 2008, the fundamental problem was shortage of water. The supplier had dry taps across 
the whole town and the ground was sandy because it was so dry. As the amount of water was decreasing, the number 
of students at the school was increasing. At one point we had to engage the services of The Salvation Army to go to the 
common tank and bring water back to the school every day. At one point the students had to walk one kilometre to the 
pump and bring back water. There were problems with maintaining health and hygiene as well as washing clothing and 
utensils.’

Now a borehole has been dug on the school grounds which provides much-needed water around the school for 
drinking, washing, cooking and sanitation facilities.

Because of this water there is less disease and this reduces the amount of money spent to treat the dysentery, cholera 
and diarrhoea that used to be prevalent.

With better access to water, the school has also been able to start up an agriculture training plot on a small area of land 
within the compound. The skills that can now be taught are valuable in Kenya and form part of the school curriculum. 

There are plans to expand the agriculture area so the community can also use the land to grow crops and vegetables. 
However, the community is also already able to make use of the water source from the school. One of the women from 
this village is Joyce. She says:

‘Before the tap was built, I used to fetch water from the river. It took four hours to walk to the river, fetch the water, and 
then walk back to the village. The water from the river was bad but I had to use it to clean clothes, for cooking and for 
my animals to drink. Since the borehole has been built, my work has become easier because there is now clean water 
near my house that I can get at any time. The water project has changed my lifestyle. It is now easier for me to give my 
animals water to drink and to get water to my farm, which is very close.’

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of our supporters in the UK, this water has given life to the community and the 
students the chance for a better future.
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KAKWESI’S STORY – TAWA, KENYA

Kakwesi is a 68-year-old woman who lives in the rural community of Tawa in eastern Kenya. She makes the four-
kilometre trek to the river and back four times a day to collect enough water for her and her grandchildren.

‘I get water from the river, which is far away. When I am carrying the water I have to stop and rest. I can’t get enough 
water because it is too far to carry it all in one go.’

The river is seasonal so only flows during parts of the year. When it is flowing the water can easily become contaminated 
and needs to be treated, but Kakwesi cannot always afford to do this and has to boil the water to make it cleaner. Even 
then sometimes they still get sick from this water.

The Salvation Army is working with the community to introduce a sand-dam to this river. A sand-dam is a reinforced 
concrete dam which traps the sand carried along by the river flow. A small amount of the river flow then filters down 
through this built-up sand which helps to remove impurities. The community will then have more reliable access to 
clean water throughout the year, as well as raising the water table of the area and enabling more crops to be grown.

Kakwesi spends so much of her day collecting water because it is so vital.

‘The water that I get from the river is used for cooking, drinking, washing clothes and washing utensils. Sometimes I grow 
plants like mangos but I have to take extra trips to the river to water them. After the dam has been constructed there will 
be enough water. In the dry season we have to queue for water but the dam will make the water closer and we may be 
able to pump it. When the dam is built I will be able to get water faster and I will use the time I save in my home. It will 
be very useful.

‘My hope is that I can then plant trees for shade and food, and that my children will be able to have farms in order to 
earn a living.’
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The village of Narong’ore in the Turkana District of northwestern Kenya regularly suffers from a shortage of water due to 
a lack of rain. In recent years this has been getting even worse, with droughts becoming common. Women and children, 
who have to dig down into dry riverbeds to fetch water, are finding that they have to dig deeper and walk further before 
they are able to find water. This means it can take up to two hours to collect just 20 litres of water.

The Salvation Army has been supporting the community through the worst times of drought by delivering water to the 
community by tractor as part of the emergency response in the region. Now The Salvation Army is working to install a 
borehole in the community to provide a more long-term solution to their water problem.

Mary, one of the women from the community, says:

‘We usually go to fetch water three times a day. The first time we get water so that the kids can wash themselves and 
go to school. At lunchtime we go there again and collect water and then start cooking and washing the clothes. In the 
afternoon, again we go to collect water for watering the animals and maybe cooking supper and for preparing the kids 
for tomorrow to go to school.

‘We usually use a 20-litre jerrycan to fetch water because of the long distance and it is so heavy. Because of the large 
size of the family we usually use all of it and then I have to go again. 

‘We will appreciate any source of water nearer the village because the work we usually do will become easier. The time 
that we save can be used to grow vegetables around the house, which we can’t do at the moment because we don’t 
have the water to do it. 

‘Everything needs water. Growing needs water, washing needs water. Water is holding us back. If we have water these 
things will be possible for us.’

NARONG’ORE, KENYA
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In Malawi, many people suffer from a lack of access to safe drinking water. Women, and often children too, have to walk 
several miles every day to find water; and when they do find it, it can be dirty and carry disease. As much of the water 
used by the communities comes from rivers, the arrival of the rainy season can see an increase in the problems caused 
by the water, because the rain carries even more dirt into the rivers. 

A project run by The Salvation Army in Southern Malawi has created improved access to clean water and sanitation 
facilities in 30 communities. Within the space of a year, 30 boreholes have been drilled giving 30,000 people access to a 
clean supply of water. 

The women in these communities now have a water source that is considerably closer to their homes, meaning that 
they are saving a huge amount of time that was previously spent fetching water. Members of the community have also 
been trained in how best to use their new water supply to irrigate their crops. 

MALAWI
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In Samsu, a remote hillside village in West Bengal, most of the community rely on growing vegetables and keeping cows 
for milk. Water in the area is scarce so there is not enough water for drinking, growing vegetables or for the cows. The 
area has seen regular quarrels between neighbours over the issue of water, and water-borne diseases are common. 

A project funded by The Salvation Army has laid pipes to carry water from a nearby spring outside the village into a 
storage tank. This tank is connected, via smaller pipes, to five water points that have been created within the village. This 
means that there is now a plentiful supply of water in the village, and everyone is close to a new water supply.

This water has improved the health and hygiene of the villagers, along with giving them more time to do other jobs. 
Their crops are also growing better due to improved irrigation. Because of clean water, the community have better lives 
and better opportunities for the future.

In Karodpunjee, a village in Northeast India, people in the community had no proper water supply and during the dry 
season had to walk two or three kilometres to get water for drinking and domestic use. So The Salvation Army installed 
a water storage tank in the local school to reserve water for the dry season. Water collected during the rainy season is 
stored in the new tank, and both the school complex and the surrounding community benefit from the supply during 
the dry season. The project also worked to improve the community’s understanding of hygiene and knowledge of 
water-borne diseases though health awareness classes in the village. 

Communities in the Punjab area are largely dependent on agriculture to generate an income. However, the frequent 
use of manure in their fields was leading to the lower level groundwater becoming polluted. As a result of drinking this 
water, the community frequently suffered from skin, liver and gastrointestinal diseases. The lack of money in the area 
meant that the community were unable to install the deep-level bore well required to provide them with a safe supply 
of drinking water. The Salvation Army has worked with the community to provide this new borehole source. This new 
supply of clean water has improved the health of the communities and saved them the money that they were previously 
spending on treating the many water-borne diseases they were catching. 

INDIA
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