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THE GOD PARTICLE
On the significance or otherwise of the Higgs 
boson particle… I offer the following ditty:

If the godly are scared of the boson
And think that their faith it will wreck,
Remember it’s only a boson
And the Captain’s already on deck.

Piers Plowright, in a letter to The Tablet

 LOOKING FORWARD 
TO THE ROYAL 
EDINBURGH MILITARY 
TATTOO

GOD’S CHAMPIONS 
CONTINUES WITH 
BARNABAS

CAT AND MOUSE 
BOOKS TO WIN

PATCH’S PALS WITH 
ROBBIE’S ROBOT

GOLD: THE COLOUR OF DIVINITY

Why do we cherish gold so much?... For 
the ancient Egyptians, gold, with its 
eternal shine, represented the afterlife, 
and the skin of the gods was supposed to 
be made of gold…

In the Christian era, instead of 
immortality, gold represented divine light. 
Early Church artists used gold not 
because it was expensive, but simply 
because it looked miraculous… It’s also 
why all those Orthodox icons have gold 
backgrounds; in candlelight, they flicker 
as if filled with the light of God.
From ‘A History Of Art In Three Colours’, Radio Times

SPICING UP BELIEF

Theology’s a bit like curry: I like it at 
the strong end of the scale. I cannot 
stand thin theology. I think almost any 
sermon of J. C. Ryle, John Stott or Dick 
Lucas or the great evangelical preachers 
is memorable. Coleridge’s theology was 
interesting, of course, but a bit 
muddled; after all, he became a 
Unitarian for a time. Yes, it’s very 
reasonable, and you can see how 
people could come to it, but it isn’t 
true.
Paul Coleridge, founder of the Marriage Foundation and great-great-great-
grand-nephew of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, interviewed in Church Times

TEN-YEAR BATTLE WITH GRIEF

I clung to my family, my community, 
my work, sometimes to God and 
sometimes to a late-night tumbler of 
whisky.
Kevin Wells, father of Holly Wells, on the tenth anniversary of her  
murder, reported in Daily Express

 WHEN TONY 
BLAIR PRAYED 
WITH A ‘WAR CRY’ 
REPORTER

 OLYMPIAN 
DEBBIE FLOOD 
PUTS RELIGION 
BEFORE ROWING

 ‘JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR’ MEDIA 
ROUND-UP

4 August 2012 20p/25c

War CryTHE yyyyyyyyyyy
FIGHTING FOR HEARTS AND SOULS

salvationarmy.org.uk/warcry Est 1879                No 7076

THERE ARE FEW RACING 
CERTAINTIES Turn to page 3

PEDDLED by pre-race pundits 
as a cycling shoo-in for a gold 
medal, Mark Cavendish had his 

Olympic dreams punctured 
well before the sprint finish. 
At the start of last Saturday’s 
156-mile road race, Team GB 

had five reasons to be hope-
ful.

The previous Sunday, Bradley 
Wiggins became the first Briton to 

win the Tour de France and Chris 
Froome the first Briton to be runner-up, 

while world champion Mark Cavendish 
scored a fourth successive sprint win  

writes NIGEL BOVEY

PACE SETTER: 
Tour de France winner  
Bradley Wiggins leads  

Team GB up Box Hill during 
the Olympic road raceHARD 

YARDS

A
D

A
M

 D
A

V
Y

/P
A

 W
ire

/P
re

ss
 A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n 
Im

ag
es



COMMENT 

salvationist@salvationarmy.org.uk SALVATIONIST   4 August 2012 3

Onward, 
Christian  
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I
N my Comment dated 7 July, I stated 
 that Commissioner Arthur Thompson 
 ‘presides over the Musicians’ 
 Fellowship’ at Worthing. Thanks to an 

extremely gracious telephone call from 
Major Christine Tulloch, I have realised 
my error. I should have said that although 
the commissioner does a first-rate job of 
calling those musicians to order, it is in 
fact Glenda South who pulls numerous 
strings behind the scenes, working hard 
to organise the fellowship.

I apologise to Glenda, who – when  
I visited Worthing – looked after me 
superbly with sandwiches and cakes and 
did nothing to deserve such a slight. The 
best defence I have is that I got mixed 
up.

If it’s any consolation to Glenda, I get 
mixed up quite a bit. ’Twas ever thus. For 

example, when I registered the birth of 
our second child, Alistair, the registrar 
asked me if I had any other live children. 
Despite having had a very-much-alive 
daughter – Jasmine – for three whole 
years, I answered confidently: ‘No.’

Furthermore, when Alistair was still in 
the womb, I went to antenatal classes 
and, after a tour of the maternity unit, 
thought I heard the midwife say: ‘Are 
there any Christians?’ It seemed an odd 
question, but I figured I would stand up 
for Jesus anyway by raising my hand and 
declaring my Salvationism. It was only 
when my hand was halfway up that I 
realised the midwife had actually said: 
‘Are there any questions?’ I pretended  
I was having a bit of a stretch… and 
looked around the group, smiling.

I could go on, but that wouldn’t bring 
me to the point, which is to direct you to 
the exciting news announced on page 
14. I think the feature draws our attention 
to one of the best things the Army has 
introduced in a long time.

How astonishingly easy it is, in the 
legitimate busyness of soldiership – and, 
for that matter, officership – to become 
so absorbed in activity that one’s focus 
gradually becomes mixed up. Activities – 
wholesome in themselves – swallow up 
one’s time: open-air meetings, youth 
groups, corps council meetings, pub-
booming, playing in the band, flag days, 
singing in the songsters, sales of work. 
And, before you know it, The Salvation 
Army has taken priority over the Kingdom 
in one’s diary and mindset.

None of this happens deliberately, but 
there’s no point denying it does happen 
– which is where a college for soldiers 
should perfectly complement our existing 
college for officers. Please, pray for its 
success.

As well as saying sorry to Glenda,  
I should also apologise to Jasmine for 
sitting on her when she was three weeks 
old and asleep on the settee. I’d got 
mixed up and forgotten I had a baby.

    MAJOR STEPHEN POXON, EDITOR

‘Saviour, if my feet have faltered
On the pathway of the cross,
If my purposes have altered
Or my gold be mixed with dross,
O forbid me not thy service,
Keep me yet in thy employ,
Pass me through a sterner cleansing
If I may but give thee joy!’

                     (General Albert Orsborn, SASB 522)
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Army teams assist  
residents after wildfire
USA Western
SALVATION Army teams provided relief 
and support services to residents of the Waldo 
Canyon area of Colorado, following a wild-
fire. The blaze, part of the worst fire season in 
the state’s history, destroyed almost 18,000 
acres. Hundreds of homes were destroyed and 
tens of thousands of people evacuated.

More than 32,000 people were evacuated 
from Colorado Springs, the second-largest 

city in the state, where The Salvation Army 
took on feeding operations at YMCA South-
east Family Centre Shelter and Cheyenne 
Mountain High School shelter. Salvation 
Army units provided for immediate needs, 
such as food, water, comfort and counselling. 
Further teams at Summit Elementary School 
shelter in Divide and Lewis-Palmer High 
School in Monument fed evacuees living in 
shelters.

Additional Salvation Army teams from the 
states of Montana and Wyoming were 
deployed. 

Elsewhere in Colorado, The Salvation 
Army in Fort Collins provided clothing and 
food boxes to evacuees from a smaller-scale 
but still destructive wildfire in the High Park 
area that began earlier in the month. Army 
volunteers at the Disaster Recovery Centre 
provided gift cards to evacuees to enable 
them to purchase basic essentials such as  
clothing, shoes and groceries. Spiritual care 
team members on site provided a listening ear 
to evacuees. A total of 5,961 meals, 13,851 
cold drinks and 10,758 snacks had been 
served by 25 June. – A. R.

After selling the Army papers at the Elephant and Castle Shopping Centre 
for 15 years, Connie Tidy from Southwark receives a certificate of 
recognition from corps officer Captain Jonny Smith and Major John Martin 
(London Central DHQ) at SP&S as staff look on

Mad prizes
Horsham
DURING Kids And Youth 
Celebration Sunday, the  
children received their prizes. 
Corps officer Captain Susan 
Woodgate took the congre-
gation on an adventurous 

journey to Egypt. Children from  
Mad (Music, Arts and Drama 
group) are pictured participat-
ing.

Nearly 100 people enjoyed a 
buffet. After this some of them, 
led by Kate Gregory, shared in 
Together, which focused on 
Going Places. – I. M.

Children from the area gather at Rayleigh Corps for the fourth annual 
Children’s Concert, where a near-capacity congregation appreciated the 
children’s talents; the newly formed YP band featured in the concert, 
which raised £150 for the youth work at the corps

Major Heather Poxon, Director of Salvation Army International  
Development (UK), receives a cheque for £2,883 from cadets at William 
Booth College; the cadets raised the money for the FARM project

The West Midlands Youth Drama Cell performs a summer pantomime, 
titled ‘Happily Ever Twisted’ at Hereford; their energetic and lively 
performances on three evenings at Nuneaton, Hereford and Rugby were 
received with great enthusiasm and attracted people to the corps

Clydebank Band plays to people awaiting the arrival of the Queen at St 
Margaret of Scotland Hospice
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Army honours 
veterans
Plymouth Congress Hall
VETERANS flocked to the 
Salvation Army stand at an 
Armed Forces Day event where 
guests included the Military 
Wives Choir, the Prime Minis-
ter and the Earl of Wessex. The 
corps staffed a stall in the veter-
ans’ village where many veterans 
and members of the public were 
able to recount stories of their 
contact with The Salvation Army.

In the Bowling Green Pavilion 
corps folk were on hand to 
provide service personnel with 
pasties and hot drinks. In the 
march, the corps flag was 
paraded with Royal British 
Legion and military flags.

Hundreds of visitors stopped 
to talk to Derek Pook and a 
number of other corps members. 
In the pavilion more than 600 
pasties were handed out along 
with an Army cup of tea. – N. O. 

Double  
celebration
Norwich Citadel
MAJORS Derek and Helen 
Tyrrell led meetings to celebrate 
Founders’ Day. On Sunday 
morning Major Derek Tyrrell 
gave a stirring reminder of 
the ‘I’ll Fight’ speech, and the 
meeting concluded with the 
Founder’s song.

A large congregation attended 
the evening meeting which 
focused on the Founder and 
the bicentennial of the birth of 
Charles Dickens. A number of 
corps members dressed in period 
costume. Major Helen Tyrrell 

led the meeting assisted by Tom 
Grimshaw and Eloise Peek, all 

dressed as early-day Salvationists.
A number of items were 

included from the musical The 
Blood Of The Lamb with soloist 
Jayne Frost. A Charles Dickens 
spot featured the first chapter 
of Great Expectations read by 
Margaret Goodchild. Major 
Helen Tyrrell spoke of Major 
Estelle Blake’s work at Faith 
House, London.

After the Bible message, 
Major Derek Tyrrell, pictured 
with Major Helen Tyrrell, gave 
a moving address dressed as an 
elderly and still fervent, soul-
winning William Booth.

The singing company joined 
the songsters in a rousing finale 
– ‘Are You Washed In The 
Blood Of The Lamb?’ – B. C.

Superheroes 
bake cakes
Warrington
SUNDAY school children raised 
money for the Army’s Water shed 
appeal by dressing up as superhe-
roes for a sponsored cake bake 
with the challenge – How Many 
Cakes Can A Super hero Bake? 
The children and YP workers 
spent a whole Saturday baking. 
They opened their own coffee 
shop (pictured) and raised £190. 

The children had spent the 
previous week learning about  
the Army’s international work.   
– P. F.

Recognition of 
ministry
Boscombe 
THERE were two seekers during 
the final meeting in appointment 
as corps officers for Majors Peter 
and Valerie Mylechreest led by 
Lieut-Colonel Ian Barr (THQ).

Corps Sergeant-Major Nigel 
Bishop informed the congrega-
tion that Major Peter Myle- 
chreest had received a Certificate 
of Commendation from Dorset 
Police for his ministry as chap-
lain and the Paul Harris Fellow-
ship Award for his service as a 
Rotarian. – R. C.
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The Olympic Torch Relay – supported by enthusiastic crowds – passes by the hall at Rayleigh; corps folk served 
refreshments to the crowds and distributed flags and special edition copies of ‘Kids Alive!’

Somercotes
A WEEKEND celebration in 
the refurbished hall began with 
a programme by Nottingham 
William Booth Memorial Halls 
YP Band (pictured) and Song-
sters. The visitors’ corps officer, 
Commissioner Betty Matear, 
brought a rousing Bible reading 
and message.

On Sunday a reunion of 
former and existing members 
took place over lunch in the hall. 
In the afternoon Hinckley Band 
and Songsters contributed to 
the programme which included 
the dedication to God of the 
new mercy seat by Major Frank 
Pascoe, who led the day’s meet-
ings. – M. H.

Weekend to mark  
refurbishment

Fun family event
Bognor Regis
AS part of the 80th corps anni-
versary meeting, corps officer 
Lieutenant Jonathan Rouffet 
interviewed three people to 
discover their experience of God 
through attending worship.

In the afternoon a celebratory 
concert brought together fami-
lies and children from the youth 
and brass clubs. Every week 
children from the community 
have the opportunity to learn a 
brass instrument. The concert 
allowed the children to demon-
strate what they had learnt. A 
parent described the afternoon 
as a ‘true family event’. – M. R. 

Skewen: Major Agnes Atter 
(DHQ) led the Sunday morning 
meeting themed Excuses. A film 
clip entitled I Am Grateful led 
into a time of reflection on God’s 
promises. The major urged the 
congregation to listen and 
respond to God’s voice. – S. L.

Hillingdon young people hold a Wheelathon at Ruislip Lido. After 
completing four circuits of the lake on anything with wheels, they raised 
more than £200 towards children’s Bibles for the Sunday school
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The Get On To Get On bus parked 
at Stanford-le-Hope hall car park 
attracts people for a six-week 
basic computer course provided 
by Grays College

Getting fit for life
Hawick
FIFTEEN children demonstrated 
their fitness with singing and 
dancing at the Sunday worship 
meeting.

The Sunday activity was the 
culmination of the weeklong 
Sports Academy Holiday Club. 
For two hours each morning 43 
children, aged 5 to 11, took part 
in a variety of activities with 
a Sports theme, led by corps 
officers Majors Elizabeth and 
Steven Turner.

The club theme song ‘Join 
The Fit Crew’ reminded the 
children of the importance of 
looking after their bodies, and 
the actions gave them plenty 
of exercise! Competitive sports 
puppets Bert and Lucy presented 
a humorous take on the rights 
and wrongs of behaviour in 
sport, and alongside action 
games, the children learnt some 
new dances.

Leaders presented the Bible 
story of King David through 
the imaginary lens of Jerusa-
lem TV News, so the children  
could understand that to win  
is good, but trusting God is 
better.

A team, led by Major Eliza-
beth Turner, helped the children 
with craft activities related to the 
daily theme, and action songs 
based on Bible verses helped the 
children remember the lessons. 
– S. T.

Busy YP 
weekend
Leeds West Hunslet
THE young people were busy 
during YP anniversary weekend 
led by Majors Barbara and 
Dieter Zimmerer (Hamilton), 
which started with a coffee 
morning, organised by the 
young people, that raised £150 
to help support ten young people 
who will attend the Yorkshire 
School of Christian Arts. This 
was followed by an afternoon 
of fun, food and games for the 
youngsters, using an Olympic 
theme. Divisional Youth Officer 
Ryan Wileman, who took part 
in the Olympic Torch Relay, 
shared his experience with the 
young people.

On Sunday morning a new 
singing company member, 

Leah Wilmington, and YP band 
member, Harrison Cazaux, were 
commissioned and two new 

junior soldiers were enrolled by 
Major Dieter Zimmerer in the 
afternoon. – M. H.

Children explain 
spiritual truths
Burnley
CHILDREN’S weekend started 
with an activity day led by 
Divisional Children’s Officer 
Hannah Browne. The children 
were encouraged to worship God 
through song, dance, drama, 
puppetry and flag-waving. In 
the afternoon, parents and corps 
folk were invited to a short 
programme which explained 
what the children had been 
doing and concluded with a time 
of worship and prayer.

On Sunday the children led the 
morning meeting, using everyday 
items to explain spiritual truths. 
They each received a book for the 
inspiring contribution they make 
to the life of the corps. – L. O.
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Double  
celebration
Margate
COMMISSIONERS Robert and 
Janet Street (IHQ) led corps 
anniversary meetings and 
marked Founders’ Day. The 
commissioners shared aspects of 
William Booth’s life as well as 
giving varied insights into the 
work of the international Salva-
tion Army. Following the 
commissioning of five new 
junior musicians (pictured with 
the commissioners), the singing 
company sang ‘If I Were A 
Butterfly’. – R. K.

Pupils learn  
new songs
Hythe
SALTWOOD Church of 
England Primary School head 
teacher Elizabeth Petterson 
invited The Salvation Army to 
teach pupils new songs at 
massed singing lessons.

Corps gospel choir music 
director Wes Carroll, who is  
also a teacher, led the  
children and used the  
opportunity to explain the 
meaning of songs including 
‘Jesus Is Our Solid Rock’.  
– P. L.

Seaside escape
Chester
THE ladies fellowship brought 
the seaside to Chester for their 
Seaside Escape retreat. Fellow -
ship leader Su Chapelow, corps 
officer Major Gill Stacey, Major 
Shirley McKenzie (Divisional 
Family Officer and Connah’s 
Quay) and Captain Andrea 
Cooper (Jarrett Community 
Project) led sessions and the 
women shared in fellowship, 
singing, crafts and discussions.

Captain Cooper led the Sunday 
meeting themed Footprints In 
The Sand. – G. S. 

Corps reminded 
to lead a holy life
High Wycombe 
DURING weekend celebrations 
to mark the 130th corps anni -
versary, Major Samuel Edgar 
(West Midlands DHQ) led an 
open-air meeting in addition  
to the Sunday meetings. His 
message included the challenge: 
‘If you want to make a differ-
ence in the world, live a holy 
life.’ Vocal quartet Ffourtissimo 
presented a concert on the Satur-
day evening. – H. M.

Community 
week
Gateshead
SALVATIONISTS took part in 
the annual Gateshead Together 
week. The event celebrates and 
promotes diversity, community 
involvement and active citi-
zenship. Throughout the week 
community groups and public 
services met and found out 
how they could get involved 
more and take part in their 
community. The corps provided 
Fairtrade Salvation Army foot-
balls for the football tournament 
and also fresh fruit and drinks 
for the teams. Corps member 
Ben Humes (pictured, back row, 
third from right) stepped in to 
help one team who were short of 
a goalkeeper. – M. D. 

Shipley: Martyn Hobbs (Peter-
borough Citadel) led band 
weekend. On Saturday afternoon 
musicians met for a period of 
fellowship, training and food, 
and excelled themselves in the 
Saturday evening concert with 
old favourite ‘Star Lake’ and 
new pieces ‘Great Big God’  
and ‘Zimbabwe Centenary’.  
– S. G.

A Pirates theme dominates the YP anniversary at Blackpool Citadel; 
activities included a treasure hunt



SALVATIONIST   4 August 2012 9salvationist@salvationarmy.org.uk

NEWS

Youth chorus 
leads inspiring 
meeting
Upper Norwood
A LARGE congregation greeted 
members of Pasadena Taber-
nacle Youth Chorus (USA 
Western) as they arrived to lead 
morning worship at the corps 
just a few hours before flying 
back to the USA. The chorus 
presented an inspiring meeting 
with great singing including 
‘Be Thou My Vision’, ‘There 
Is A Foundation’ and ‘God’s 
Love Is For Everyone’. USA 
Western Territorial Commander 
Commissioner James Knaggs 
spoke of the supremacy of 
Christ. The meeting concluded 
with the chorus and leader 
Barbara Allen surrounding the 
congregation to sing ‘We Will 
Praise You For The Rest Of Our 
Days’. – R. C.

At a remembrance service for Armed Forces Day in Hythe the Mayor 
(Councillor David Owen) greets Bandmaster Richard Carroll to  
acknowledge the band’s contribution

At the request of Kettering Borough Council a small group from Kettering 
Band plays at the arrival and departure of the Olympic flame. Corps 
members handed out special editions of ‘The War Cry’ and ‘Kids Alive!’

Junior soldiers 
carry the torch
Chatham
JUNIOR soldiers on their day of 
renewal entered the worship 
area to music from Chariots Of 
Fire. One of them (Jamie Wood-
  house, pictured) carried an 
‘Olympic torch’ which was 
handed to a member of the 
congregation. During the 
meeting it was passed on to 
others so that almost everyone in 
the building carried it for a short 
time. Junior Soldiers Ser  geant 
Kate Boughton en   couraged the 
congregation to be torchbearers 
for Christ and led a meeting 
based on various aspects of the 
Olympic tradition. 

The youngsters enjoyed 
entering both mental and physi-
cal competitions sometimes 
assisted by others. Corps officer 
Major Andrea Still brought the 
message, in which she empha-
sised the need to stay on track, 
carry the flag and maintain the 
commitment. The young people 
prayerfully pledged their 
renewal at the mercy seat 
accompanied by prayer part-
ners.

In a triumphant conclusion 
Major Alec Still sent out divi-
sional leaders Lieut-Colonels 
Anthony and Gillian Cotterill to 
their new appointments at 
William Booth College. – M. S.

Hythe: The corps joined with 
churches in a park for commu-
nity outreach. Gospel literature 
was distributed and activities 
arranged included music, 
puppetry, football, face-paint-
ing, canoeing, bouncy castles 
and refreshments. – P. L.

Founders’ Day 
celebrations
Plymouth Congress Hall
IN celebration of Founders’ 
Day, the corps held a picnic in 
the park, with music, games and 
youth activities.

Visitors were encouraged to 
participate in the open-air songs 
of praise meeting, and sing along 
to the tunes played by a band 
formed from members of differ-
ent corps in Plymouth. Items 
included a timbrel display from 
Plymouth Exeter Hall Whit-
leigh, a song by The Sunbeams 
and Jean Oliver’s recitation from 
General Booth’s ‘I’II Fight’ 
speech. – L. B. 

Folk at Blackpool Citadel 
enjoy ‘team ski walking’ 
at their version of the 
Olympic Games; the 
fun-filled afternoon – 
with sports ranging from 
Frisbee-throwing to 
skittles – gave everyone 
an opportunity to 
participate
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Colonel David Hinton Colonel Sylvia Hinton

Corps and 
project continue 
their partnership
Peterhead 
DURING Sunday worship the 
corps signed a Shared Ministry 
Covenant with the Army’s Shield 
Project – a floating support service 
in Aberdeenshire that works with 
homeless, or potentially homeless 
people, with substance-misuse-
related problems.

Before the covenant was 
signed, Andrew McCall (Regional 
Homelessness Manager) spoke 
about the value of the covenant 
and Margaret Morgan (Project 
Manager) shared the vision and 
present picture of the project. 
Chaplain Major Fiona Sayer 
spoke about chaplaincy involve-
ment.

The picture shows staff mem -
bers from the Shield Project, 
corps members and divisional 
and regional staff. – F. P. 

Max Moye from the Salvation Army 
Under-8’s football team receives his 
player of the year award – voted for 

by his team-mates – from coach Neil 
Swann and manager Mark Cross; 

each of the players from the  
Stowmarket-based team – who  

have just completed their inaugural 
season in the South Suffolk  

Youth League – received a specially  
commissioned medal

Joyful weekend 
of music  
celebration
Swindon Citadel
A WEEKEND celebration 
started with a music evening at 
Freshbrook Evangelical church, 
where musicians presented a 
variety of items to the 400-strong 
congregation. The Central South 
Area Fellowship Band opened 
with ‘Praise’, creating a joyous 
mood that continued throughout 
the evening. In choral contrast, 
the Mothers And Daughters 
group, especially convened 
for the occasion from Llanelli, 
offered items and Joan Cook 
(Sheringham) joined corps 
officer Major Sylvia Watts in a 
duet. The corps songsters and 
singing company also partici-
pated.

Major Watts, who is soon to 
retire, received messages from 
friends and family that were read 
by her daughter, Karen Cham-
bers (Llanelli), and Major Lynn 
Oliver (Downham Market) paid 
tribute. – K. S. 

Garden rescue
Lochgelly
A COMMUNITY payback team 
cleared and landscaped the corps 
garden, which has remained 
over            grown and derelict for many 
years.

The payback scheme aims to 
rehabilitate offenders through 
serving the community. Leader 
Scott Baxter and a team of 
young men eagerly cleared the 
ground, built fences, laid paving 
and installed activity toys for the 
children, turning the garden into 
a beautiful space.

Major Beat Rieder (East Scot-
land DHQ) opened the garden 
and on the same morning Philip 
Chisholm, George McDonald, 
corps officer Captain Carrie 
James and Councillor Judy 
Hamilton held a sponsored walk 
from Buckhaven to Lochgelly 
via Kirkcaldy to raise funds for 
a similar garden to be created at 
Detmold Red Shield Centre in 
Germany. – D. A.

Leadgate’s music and drama group wrap up a busy summer season with ‘Songs From The Shows And The 
Sixties’; a cast of colourful characters and costumes made it an evening of foot-tapping, reminiscing and laughter
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Friends and family rise to worship at William Booth College

NEWS

New choir 
assists corps 
fundraising
Norwich Citadel
A SONGS And Music Of 
Praise evening raised £595  
for the Army’s Watershed 
appeal. The Sunday event 
featured the combined senior 
and YP bands, the singing 
company and the newly formed 
Norfolk And Norwich Univer-
sity Hospital Staff Choir. The 
choir is directed by corps 
member Hilary Winch, who 
works at the hospital. Choir 
contributions included ‘You 
Raise Me Up’, ‘Lifting You 
Higher And Higher’ and ‘Thank 
You For The Music’.

Assistant Corps Sergeant-
Major Matthew Peek led the 
meeting, attended by nearly a 
hundred non-Army folk. Contri-
butions from the band included 
‘Swing Hosanna’ and ‘Shalom’, 
and the singing company 
contributed ‘King Of Kings’ and 
‘He Was A Man’. 

A film clip of the Water-
shed appeal was shown and 
YP band members Laura and 
Holly Barron and Michael 
Grimshaw made the appeal. The 
young people aim to raise £700 
after becoming aware of the  
appalling statistics regarding the 
availability of clean water around 
the world. The target will fund 
the building of a well to provide 
clean water for 300 families.  
– B. C.

Plymouth Exeter Hall Whit -
leigh: Natasha Smith hosted 
an anti-human-trafficking fund-
raising event as part of the 
Transformers leadership course, 
raising £130. – C. G.

Emergency 
vehicle evokes 
memories
Blackpool Citadel 
THE Central North Division’s 
emergency vehicle was utilised 
during the service of dedication 
at the Fylde Memorial Arbo-
retum as part of the Blackpool 
Armed Forces Week. Major 
Mary Leith, Fiona Okbi and 
Jacqui Wild staffed the vehicle – 
headed by Major Albert Brown 
who serves as deputy chaplain 
to the Falklands Veterans – and 
offered refreshments to those 
attending. The veterans revealed 
their memories of the Red 
Shield Services and expressed 
appreciation for past and present 
support in times of need. – I. H.

Walker rests  
his feet
Arbroath
AS part of his 7,700-mile walk-
athon, which involves visiting 
every corps and centre in the UK 
Territory – Andy Peddle arrived 
at Arbroath during the coffee 
morning. The Accordion Fiddle 

Band – which meets at the corps 
each week – greeted him with 
Scottish music and Andy sang 
‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’. 
Andy started his journey in May 
and will complete it in October 
2013. He is raising funds for 
The Salvation Army’s home-
less and anti-human-trafficking 
programmes. – R. D.

Outreach day 
attracts new 
members
Burnley
THE community cluster team 
held an Outreach Day in the town 
to discover what is known about 
the Army’s work and to ask for 
residents’ opinions about how the 
corps can serve them effectively.

There was a great deal of inter-
est and a very positive response. 
The findings of the survey will 
be used when planning the future 
programme.

On the following Monday a 
person who had been contacted 
attended the lunch club and a 
mum and two children attended 
a children’s activity day.

The picture shows Saman-
tha Morris, corps officer  
Major Lorraine O’Neill, Major 
Ann Silcock and Joanne Bates.  
– L. O.

Teddies bring joy to Zambian children
South Woodham Ferrers
THE home league members, assisted by friends and family, knitted 
1,000 teddies for the Teddies For Tragedies initiative. The initiative  
encourages participants to send the toys to traumatised children in 
war and poverty-stricken countries. Last year home league members 
sent 100 teddies to The Salvation Army in Romania. The most recent 
batch is on its way to Zambia. – O. A. 



F
EW modern phenomena elicit 
such intense emotions as sport. 
It dominates the media. Not 
many other things claim such 

loyalties and passions! One development 
in sport is the increased engagement of 
Christians – bringing into the arena the 
question of how sport should be handled 
by the Church.

While considering sociological 
arguments for embracing sport’s appeal, 
I believe there is great value in doing so 
from a mission perspective.

WHAT IS SPORT?
It holds a central place in 
international culture. It offers 
entertainment, the fulfilment 

of dreams, self-esteem, identity, fun, 
friendship and health. It is a commercial 
venture in the Western world and 
increasingly in the developing world – but 
what is sport?

Sport embodies an element of ‘play’ 
with no intrinsic purpose, yet which 
includes a sense of enjoyment.

Ancient cultures enjoyed forms of 
play and competition; therefore sport 
can be viewed as an institutionalised 
manifestation of play. Play comes 
naturally, so it might be argued that it is a 
gift from God.

In considering the question of 
embracing sport, the emphasis is on 
competitive games where rules are 
standardised, when technical aspects are 
taken seriously and the learning of skills 
becomes formalised. These ‘terms and 
conditions’ are accepted as part of  

a wholesome lifestyle – regardless of 
belief.

AN HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE
To understand the 
phenomenon, it is 

helpful to consider how Christians have 
or have not embraced the surrounding 
culture.

The apostle Paul used sport to illustrate 
biblical principles – see 1 Corinthians 
9:24–27. We assume Paul’s audience 
was familiar with sport because of its 
popular appeal.

The Bible does not condemn sport, 
nor is there anything negative in early 
Christian tradition. However, under 
Roman rule, until the Middle Ages, sport 
became violent and would have become 
problematic for Christians.

In the early 1800s sports were 
patronised by aristocracy and flourished 
in schools. New games emerged and 
there was a gradual ‘exporting’ of games 
to the ‘lower classes’, in the hope of 
encouraging respectability in participants 
– for many, sport would have provided 
a welcome distraction from poverty, 
drudgery and long hours of labour.

In the 1870s the majority of English 
football clubs were founded by churches. 
Socio-religious bodies sponsored 
swathes of the newly formed Football 
League.

The Boy Scout movement and the 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
developed an ideology labelled as 
‘muscular Christianity’, which taught 
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SPORT AND THE CHURCH
that, through sport, character could be 
developed.

The Olympic Games movement had 
ideological links with muscular Christianity, 
as highlighted by Pierre de Coubertin’s 
address to the International Olympic 
Committee: ‘The importance… is not 
so much to win as to take part... The 
important thing in life is not the triumph 
but the struggle.’ The movement believed 
the positive influence of sport could be 
transferred to other areas of life.

TWO HALVES
Christian attitudes changed 
during the early part of the  
20th century. Sporting 

organisations grew with business 
patronage. Dramatic increases in crowd 
sizes, media interest, transportation 
development, commercialism, gambling  
and professionalism meant that ‘stars’ 
emerged and innocence disappeared.

This commercialisation led to an 
increasing interaction with the economy  
and churches disengaged with the  
sporting culture as attitudes resisted 
involvement in any such climate. A parting  
of the ways seemed inevitable.

UNITED
Throughout the 1950s in the 
USA, Christianity and sport 
re-engaged as the huge  

appeal of sport meant that crowds could  
be attracted for mission events.

Christian involvement in sport has evolved 
into a ministry poised to impact this century.

The sporting culture has changed 
dramatically since the Church embraced 
sport in the 19th century, with colossal 
changes in achievement, behaviour, 
marketing, financial turnover, careers, 
societal influence, mass media coverage 
and a shift to the periphery of non-economic 
factors such as values.

Professionalism and commercialisation 
have become major characteristics, 
seemingly pushing aside original notions  
of play. Morality has become confused  
with money; ‘winning at all costs’ seems  
to have replaced ‘sporting spirit’.

WHAT IS SO  
SPECIAL ABOUT  
SPORT?
Sport is

 a universal language
 an anthropological universal,  

transcending economic, racial, social, 
political and religious barriers

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/salvationist

Common 
ground?

David Oakley pitches  
arguments for Christian involvement in sport
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 it can be used to communicate a 
message

 it can complement or create 
opportunities for other activities.

A MEANS TO AN END
Paul recognised these last 
two points, using them to 
communicate examples 

of spiritual disciplines. Christians can 
apply these lessons to faith and 
practice.

Stuart Weir notes that ‘Paul 
used the experience of the 
sportsman to motivate his readers  
to commitment to a higher cause...  
Paul and other New Testament writers 
recognised sport as an integral part  
of the society of their day and therefore 
saw it as an obvious source of  
imagery in describing the Christian  
faith.’

The power of communication is used to 
teach life-skills through programmes run 
by sports clubs, governments, education 
departments and private and public 
sectors.

POINTS TO PONDER
 Sport is an international 

social occurrence. The 
2006 Fifa World Cup 

Final, for example, attracted more than 
600,000,000 people tuning in to watch

 Sport is an intricate part of people’s lives 
connected to issues such as family and 
religion – with the power to divide or unite!

 The sporting ‘family’ is anxious to be 
perceived as a responsible industry, making 
a positive contribution to communities – 
one going beyond entertainment

 Sport can lead to friendships as 
relationships emerge easily when sport 
holds people together.

CONCLUSION
In view of the massive 
cultural package that is sport, 
Christians have opportunities 

for effective engagement. Some of the 
reasons mentioned might be sufficient 
to encourage our interest. Considered 
as a whole, the reasons for engagement 
seem compelling. The appeal of sport as a 
‘bridge’ in mission is unmistakable. 

Adapted from Common Ground?: Sport  

And The Church, published in The Bible  

In Transmission, Spring 2012, and 

reproduced here with the permission of 

Bible Society. No part of the article may be 

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 

transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

electronic, mechanical, photocopying or 

otherwise, without prior permission from  

Bible Society. For permission requests, 

please email permissions@biblesociety 

.org.uk or telephone Bible Society on 01793 

418100. To access further articles from  

The Bible In Transmission, please visit  

www.biblesociety.org.uk/transmission

 David is Chief Executive, 
Ambassadors in Sport

salvationist@salvationarmy.org.uk

 of universal appeal – televised 
coverage of the English Premier League 
reaches 586,000,000 homes

 relevant to contemporary culture
 inclusive of all levels of society.

Leisure culture increasingly dominates 
economic activity and time. The 
emergence of this leisure ethic is a 
mainstream social alternative. The 
European Sports Conference Charter 
describes sport as an inalienable right 
of each person; therefore it can be a 
powerful social tool through its person-
centred focus and its capacity to mobilise 
people.

The worth of the individual is enhanced 
by sport, because

 it attracts a diversity of people
 it can be appreciated as a microcosm 

of life
 it reflects culture 
 lessons learnt can be transferred to 

wider society
 sporting environments shape character 

in glory and disappointment
 it covers emotions found in the 

challenges of life
 foundational ‘life skills’ can be attained, 

especially by children
 sport-driven educational initiatives 

heighten self-esteem, motivation and 
focus among young people and drive 
literacy, numeracy and vocational training

 it makes a positive contribution to 
issues of health, education and social 
inclusion

 educational initiatives through sport 
settings make the appeal of sport 
stronger as so much good emerges from 
them
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INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE FOR SOLDIERS

Salvationists who might have different 
uniform, skin colour or language, but who 
share one Lord and one covenant.’

She adds: ‘Many officers arrive at 
the ICO with a romanticised idea of our 
history. History books make us sound like 
a nation utterly transformed! While our 
history is inspiring, the reality of the needs 
that still remain and to which the Army is 
responding will provide beneficial insights 
too.’

The ICS meets two years after the 
World Youth Congress in Sweden – 
which is why the first session has been 
designated for young-adult soldiers. The 
colonel hopes the college will build on the 
momentum of the Youth Congress. She 
declares: ‘The Lord is doing a powerful 
work particularly among young adults in 
The Salvation Army and I believe the ICS 
will be part of this. I’m thankful for the 
Spiritual Life Commission’s vision and 
perspective.

‘My prayer is that delegates will be 
captured with a vision from the Lord that 
will direct their lives in obedience and 
surrender for the rest of their  
days. We hope delegates will gain a 
stronger perspective on the international 
Salvation Army, its roots as a Movement 
and also commune with the Lord so 
they will be strengthened, refreshed and 
equipped.’

The colonel concludes: ‘The Lord’s 
divine energy is on the ICS and the 
college will have an ongoing impact for 
The Salvation Army in this generation.’

 For more details and to ‘meet’ the 
delegates, visit the ICS website  
(sar.my/ics) or check facebook 
.com/salvationarmyICS

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/salvationist

God is keeping his 
soldiers fighting

On 10 September, 26 international Salvationists – aged 20 to 30 –  
will meet at The Cedars, London, for the inaugural session of the  

International College for Soldiers (ICS). Lieut-Colonel Janet Munn chats  
to Claire Anderson about the initiative

M
ANY officers visit The Cedars 
 as part of an International 
 College for Officers 
 delegation. Now, soldiers 

can take part in a similar gathering. 
The delegates – a young-adult soldiers 
session – have been nominated by 
their home territories, based on their 
contribution to Army ministry, to attend 
a two-week programme of teaching and 
reflection.

The move comes after recommendations 
made to the International Spiritual Life 
Commission for a college for soldiers 
to communicate the Army’s respect 
for significant contributions to ministry 
and to inspire and equip soldiers. Lieut-
Colonel Janet Munn (Associate Principal, 
ICO, and Secretary for Spiritual Life 
Development, Centre for Spiritual Life 
Development) says: ‘Soldiers will return 
home with an expanded understanding 
of the Army as well as with tools to 
influence, teach and disciple others. 
The experience will be life-changing and 
the vision they will capture will make a 
significant impact on their territories.’

Curriculum focuses on Knowing, 
Being and Doing. Knowing – to help 
delegates increase their biblical, 
theological and historical knowledge; 
Being – to aid personal holiness through 
study, reflection and practising spiritual 
disciplines and new methods of prayer; 
Doing – to provide opportunities to 
implement social holiness through 
practical ministry.

Each day, delegates will pray and 
worship together. ‘This is an amazing 
opportunity – a real sense of Heaven 
touching earth as all nations worship 
together,’ says Colonel Munn.

Dr Roger Green – a New Testament 
university professor and Salvationist – will 
teach Army history and theology, to be 
followed by small-group Bible studies. 
Time is reserved for prayer experiences in 
a segment titled Rhythms Of Prayer.

Tell Your Story sessions will allow 
delegates to share testimonies, while 
the zonal celebration will enable them 
to experience different cultures through 
food, dress and dance and to learn about 
the international Army’s work. General 
Linda Bond will visit to lead worship and 
preach.

Delegates will attend Regent Hall and 
take part in an open-air meeting. They will 
visit International Headquarters to meet 
Chief of the Staff Commissioner Barry 
Swanson, tour the building and connect 
with their respective zonal leaders 
and then split into teams to minister to 
in-need London neighbourhoods.

That the college takes place in 
the United Kingdom is of particular 
significance. ‘It is difficult to overstate 
the profound impact on international 
Salvationists when they visit Salvation 
Army sites in the UK,’ says Colonel Munn. 
‘We trace our spiritual roots back here, 
so coming to the UK provides a unique 
exposure to our history that you cannot 
find anywhere else in the world.’

Neither can the importance of different 
cultures meeting together under 
one roof, as opposed to respective 
territories, be underestimated. Colonel 
Munn explains: ‘While a number of 
territories have holiness conferences 
for soldiers, there is something valuable 
about coming together and having an 
international exposure to The Salvation 
Army – meeting in one place with other 



THE YEAR OF JUBILEE

W
HEN the opportunity 
is available to us, and 
particularly after a busy 
day in the office, my 

husband and I like nothing better than 
to go out for a walk. We are fortunate 
to be situated not too far from the 
River Thames and whenever possible 
– weather permitting! – we 
make our way there. Water 
has always had a special 
attraction for us and we 
appreciate the calming effect 
it can provide.

As no vehicles are allowed 
along the path, we encounter 
many groups of people from 
all walks of life and various 
parts of the world – walking, 
talking, laughing and taking 
photographs.

During one of our first 
walks, I was interested to 
see a sign pointing out that we were on 
the Queen’s Road; this was indicated by 
numerous signs along the way. Also on 
the footway there were directional discs 
indicating that we were on the Jubilee 
Walkway or the Jubilee Greenway.

The Jubilee Walkway was established 
in 1977 as a ‘legacy to the Queen’s 
reign’ and to provide an opportunity 

for visitors to experience the variety 
of London life. Inspired by the 2012 
Olympic Games and the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, the Diamond Jubilee 
Trust has developed the Jubilee 
Greenway – a 60km walking and 
cycling route linking all nine central 
London Olympic venues with some of 

the capital’s best attractions, heritage, 
parks, waterways and views.

As I was looking at the signposts, the 
paths and the people, another picture 
came into my mind – a picture taken 
from Isaiah 35:8 and 9 which speaks 
about another monarch – our God – who 
has also prepared a road for us: ‘And 
a highway will be there; it will be called 

the Way of Holiness; it will be for those 
who walk on that Way. The unclean will 
not journey on it; wicked fools will not go 
about on it. No lion will be there, nor any 
ravenous beast; they will not be found 
there. But only the redeemed will walk 
there’ (all quotations New International 
Version unless otherwise stated).

The New King James Version of the 
Bible describes the road as being the 
‘Highway of Holiness’.

Can you imagine such a road? It is 
unique, especially prepared for us, not 
for vehicles, but for people walking 
together, sharing together. It is a safe 
road; no lions or wild animals can come 
near to it.

Where I live, in London, I do not have 
to worry about lions or wild animals, but 
the apostle Peter helps us to understand 
this word-picture when he writes: ‘Be 
alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
Devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour’ (1 Peter 
5:8). It is reassuring to know that, on the 
Highway of Holiness, we are safe!

I was also reminded of the verse found 
in Hebrews 12:14: ‘Make every effort 
to live in peace with everyone and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord.’

While the Highway of Holiness is 
reserved for God’s people, the good 
news is that anybody can become a 
person who is fit to walk along it. Jesus 
said: ‘I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me’ (John 14:6).
As we receive Jesus and 

believe in his name, we 
become the children of God. 
Galatians 3:26 reassures 
us: ‘In Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through 
faith.’ As such we are valued 
members of the Kingdom of 
God and belong to the family 
of the King of kings. 

People living in London, 
or who are only visiting 
briefly to enjoy the 2012 
Olympic Games, may have 

the opportunity to walk along the Jubilee 
Greenway and, along with many others, 
enjoy the beautiful scenery. It is a very 
special provision. I recommend you take 
advantage of it. More than that, though,  
I recommend that you travel the Highway 
of Holiness, enjoying the Lord’s provision 
of a safe pathway for us to travel 
heavenward! 

The Jubilee 
Greenway

by Territorial President of Women’s 
Ministries Commissioner Silvia Cox
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‘While the Highway of 
Holiness is reserved for 
God’s people, the good 

news is that anybody can 
become a person who is  

fit to walk along it’
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BIBLE STUDY

A
THLETES achieve amazing 
   physical feats. These often 
     appear watered down by the 
       high standard of competition. 

Have you ever truly considered how far 
these elite athletes can jump or throw or 
run? It’s incredible!

But natural ability takes people only so far. 
The athletes you see on your screens at the 
moment are not ‘born Olympians’, though 
some appear to be more naturally suited to 
certain events. An athlete 
may have all the natural 
ability in the world, but 
won’t achieve anything 
without a certain degree of 
discipline.

The word ‘discipline’ has 
many different 
connotations, often 
negative ones: parents 
disciplining children when 
they misbehave, or 
someone being disciplined 
enough on a diet to pass 
up the opportunity of 
chocolate biscuits.

However, discipline 
needn’t be viewed in this 
light. I believe it is key for Christians to be 
spiritually disciplined (Hebrews 12:11). 
Discipline is important for disciples of Christ. 

Notice how closely related the words are. 
Discipline helps us to learn and moulds us 
into the people God needs us to be – it is 
not about receiving punishment for 
wrongdoing.

A DISCIPLINE
In sport, people have disciplines. In this 
context, the word describes the specialist 
field in which an athlete competes. For 
example, runners have disciplines of sprints, 

middle distance and long 
distance. It is important 
for us as Christians to 
know what our own 
individual discipline is.

There may be people 
who can turn their hand 
to many disciplines. 
However, like the 
Olympics, just because 
you are able to doesn’t 
mean you should! Taking 
on too many tasks will 
cause you to become 
tired and unable to fulfil 
the potential in what you 
were created for.

Members of a sports 
team all have their specific jobs. If one fails 
to do their designated task the team fails to 
function, leading to defeat. God has given 

each of us gifts and we have our own job to 
do for him. The Church is made up of many 
people with many gifts, but all contribute to 
one body (1 Corinthians 12:12–31). If we 
turn away from the gift God has given us, we 
will leave our church bereft of a key part.

Know your discipline and work hard at it.

BE DISCIPLINED!
Being disciplined is about keeping true to 
our commitments and not allowing outside 
influences to affect us. For athletes to 
achieve their full potential, they need to be 
incredibly disciplined. They need to follow 
strict diet plans to ensure they are filling their 
bodies with the correct nutrition to help their 
muscles grow, repair and function at 
optimum level.

We too must immerse ourselves with 
things that aid our journey as Christians: 
prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17), Bible study (2 
Timothy 3:16 and 17) and Christian 
fellowship (1 John 1:7).

It is noticeable that when athletes 
compete with or against other athletes of 
high quality, they raise their game. Surround 
yourself with good and challenging people 
to help maintain a high quality in your 
Christian life.

Being disciplined is not just about what 
we take in; it’s also about what we keep out. 
While athletes eat healthy foods to help 
them achieve great feats, they are also 
mindful of harmful things that may be 
detrimental to their conditioning.

Maintaining such a level of discipline is not 
dependent on outside influences or factors. 
If you are living in a disciplined way to get fit 
for a marathon, a spot of rain should not 
prevent you from training! Likewise, as 
Christians, we must not allow other 
influences to prevent us from striving for a 
Christ-like existence (Titus 1:8; 2:12 and 13).

Being disciplined can be likened to being 
bound to a certain lifestyle, which takes over 
our lives. However, some people can be so 
disciplined with some one thing that they 
miss out on other experiences – in some 
cases this can be detrimental. Yet when we 
are disciplined in our Christian living, we find 
that this enhances every part of life, filling it 
with all that is good and true. Through 
discipline in Christ, we have freedom.

So, be disciplined! Let us enjoy our 
freedom in the Lord. But let us also be 
aware that our Christian lives are on display 
and the way we live should bring glory to 
God. 

 Nathan is Assistant to the More than 
Gold Co-ordinator, THQ

Inspire 
discipline
The second of Nathan Bright’s three-part  
series for the Olympics

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/salvationist

‘Surround 
yourself with 
good and 

challenging 
people to help 
maintain a high 
quality in your 
Christian life’
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 We must be 
all-inclusive
MOST of the comments made by 
Major Haris Giannaros (Letters 14 
July) about Dave Tomlinson’s article 
(from Third Way magazine, reprinted 
in 23 June Salvationist) are valid. 
Indeed he largely supports what the 
article is trying to say. The article is 
one of the best I’ve read in recent 
days and its contents need to be 
taken most seriously by Salvationists 
of ‘traditional’ corps in this territory.

The major’s main criticism appears in 
his fourth paragraph and misconstrues 
what Tomlinson is trying to say. To the 
contrary, most of the comments in the 
major’s final paragraph, relating to ‘the 
way we dress or what musical 
instruments we use in worship’, are self-
contradictory, for by so stating, he is 
strengthening the arguments of 
Tomlinson’s article.

Major Giannaros is confusing two major 
issues – ‘belonging’ and ‘membership’. 
The Army is, and was from its very 
inception, all-inclusive.

I was brought up in a very active corps in 
Leeds, housed in an atrocious building in 
one of the many slum areas. It boasted a 
large band and songsters and was very 
traditional and effective for those days.  
We used to sing ‘bring them in with all their 
sin’ (SASB 814) and, invariably, the large 
congregation included a number of 
somewhat rowdy participants who had 
spent the earlier hours of the day in a 
public house. We youngsters loved it  
when they disturbed the proceedings or 
verbally challenged the officer as he 
preached, but we welcomed and 
contained them. They were not ‘members’ 
in the sense of being converted people 
received ‘into the Church’, but we felt they 
‘belonged’.

At college, our very forthright senior 
side-officer once challenged us cadets 
about the need to be all-embracing: we 
must be all-inclusive, never exclusive and, 
using a term commonly used in those 
days, warned us to beware of any corps 
that did not have a ‘silly billy’ as part of its 
congregation.

My wife and I were privileged to be the 
corps officers at Plymouth Congress Hall 
for a short time. As the Sunday night 
march from the open-air meetings (four of 
them) took place, our mighty procession 

was always followed to the hall by a group 
of rather odd-looking characters. Of 
course they were not members but they 
belonged.

Where does this happen today? Why do 
so few people follow us into our halls? 
Where are the newcomers or those who 
do not fit the pattern of social 
acceptability?

Dave Tomlinson’s final heading in his 
article is powerful: ‘Create open, 
empowering Christian communities’. He 
pleads for dramatic changes to our forms 
of worship, to the way we communicate 
the gospel, to our capacity to make the 
present generation feel comfortable in our 
presence in order to lead them to faith. Of 
course we agree with Major Giannaros that 
‘the Church is not a club’ but we might well 
examine how modern secular ‘clubs’ make 
people feel comfortable and welcome. We 
need urgently to put to the test whether we 
are truly ‘bringing them in with all their sin’.

To realise that purpose we desperately 
need the renewing power of the Holy Spirit 
to face change and embrace it 
wholeheartedly.
Hubert Boardman,
Colonel,
Hadleigh

 Needed: 
guidance on 
guides
I WONDER if any readers of 
Salvationist might be able to help me.

I am looking for any information, such 
as photographs, badges, etc, and what 
colour the uniform was for Life-Saving 
Scouts and Guides in the UK.
Richard Boryer,
35 Oakshott Drive,
Prospect Farm,
Havant
PO9 5SN 
richard.boryer@btinternet.com

Readers sending letters by email should include their 
name, full rank if applicable and full postal address 

 Not all letters can be printed

 Please remember, letters for  publication in Salvationist should be 
carefully thought out, logically  presented and charitably  expressed

 The Editor reserves the right to edit  letters or print extracts

 Write to Salvationist (Letters), 101 Newington Causeway, 
London SE1 6BN or email salvationist@salvationarmy.org.uk

 Great red 
shield work
I HAVE followed with great pleasure 
the letters regarding the red shield 
over the last few weeks. As I work at a 
Red Shield Defence Services centre,  
I would like to say we are still working 
hard to continue the great work which 
was undertaken all those years ago 
and is still fondly remembered.

I would like to think that although there 
are only four centres in this country as 

well as those still operating in Germany, 
we have the opportunity to be as fondly 
remembered in 50 or more years to come.

If we do not continue, it would not 
be for the want of trying. It would be 
because, as the first letter indicated, it is 
out of our control. It would be down to 
changes in the financing and needs of 
both the military and The Salvation Army.

Until that time comes, our work here 
at Bovington among the trainees and 
the military and civilian personnel of the 
garrison and their families will continue.
Doreen Smith,
Bovington

 Heavenly  
Father
MY wife shared with me what a 
teacher-mum told her at the primary 
school she visits regularly.

The teacher has a six-year-old 
daughter at the school who said to her 
mum one day: ‘Mummy, is God Major 
Julie’s daddy?’ Her mum, nonplussed, 

tried to answer this query as best as she 
could but in the end asked her daughter: 
‘That’s interesting, why do you ask?’ 
Whereupon the daughter replied brightly: 
‘Well, Mummy, she does know an awful 
lot about him!’

It really made Julie’s day and still 
makes me smile.
Julian Rowley,
Major,
Hameln,
Germany



Gareth Jones
Soldier

BLACKPOOL SOUTH
GARETH had been a soldier at Grimsby Citadel some time ago but 
lost contact with the Army when his family moved to Blackpool.

Divisional Envoy Stuart Gay invited Gareth to the corps. He 
decided to renew his commitment and the envoy reinstated him as a 
soldier. – M. L.

Jennifer Mensah
Luke Laidlaw (not pictured)
Junior soldiers

BROMLEY
JENNIFER and Luke enjoyed learning about Jesus in the primary. 
After attending junior soldier preparation classes they were ready to 
give their hearts to Jesus. They were enrolled as junior soldiers by 
corps officer Major Brian Slinn. – B. F.

Marie Upton
Soldier

GUISBOROUGH
MARIE has attended the corps since the age of ten. Over the years 
she went to recruits classes three times but never felt that it was the 
right time to commit to being a soldier. Recently something she read 
touched her heart and it became clear the decision to be a soldier was 
the right one.

Corps officer Major Mark Price enrolled Marie as a soldier. – S. S.

Chong Nan Henderson
Adherent member

BRECHIN
CHONG became a Christian in 1980 and admitted that before then 
she was just a ‘Sunday Christian’. She moved to Scotland in 1984 and 
had a troubled life. She said: ‘I thank God that I found comfort in him 
during my time of trouble and found the way he wants me to follow 
to be able to serve him.’ In looking back at her life, she realised God 
had guided her daily, though at times she did not know it.

She thanked Lesley Casebow and Major Mary Pickstone who 
introduced her to the corps.

Chong was welcomed as an adherent member by corps officer 
Major Brian Findlay. – Y. F. 

Lorcan Ager
Junior soldier

STROOD
LORCAN was enrolled as a junior soldier on his birthday by corps 
officer Captain Jane-Marie Cook. He sang ‘Praise Him’ and then 
signed the junior soldier’s promise. – J-M. C.

Aleesha Moyo
Toby Barker
Junior soldiers

LEEDS WEST HUNSLET
ALEESHA’S parents are Salvationists and she has grown up in the 
corps. Toby started to attend with his family a year ago. Major Dieter 
Zimmerer (Hamilton) enrolled Aleesha and Toby as junior soldiers 
during the YP anniversary weekend. – M. H.

Emma Gillen

Laura Crossley-
Edmundson
Lydia Daniels
Soldiers

SUNDERLAND MONKWEARMOUTH
EMMA was taken to the corps by her grandparents and attended the 
young people’s activities. She expressed her testimony by singing 
‘Would You Know Why I Love Jesus?’

Some years ago Laura and her brothers were invited to Sunday 
school after attending a Christmas fayre.

Lydia testified to her strengthening relationship with Jesus and the 
support of friends when she moved to the division with her officer 
parents.

Corps officers Majors Graham and Judith Daniels enrolled Emma, 
Laura and their daughter, Lydia, as soldiers. – G. D.

Sue Bellamy
Soldier

Berenice Knowles
Joseph Knowles

Karen Birch
Adherent members

BOSTON
FRIENDS introduced Sue to the corps where she received a warm 
welcome and allowed the Lord to break back into her life. Joseph and 
Berenice chose to make the Army their church. Berenice thanked the 
corps for friendship and support during difficult times. Karen once 
again attended the Army when her family relocated to the town.

Corps officer Major Graham House enrolled Sue as a soldier and 
welcomed Joseph, Berenice and Karen as adherent members. – G. H.
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Sean O’Leary-Wilkins
Tracy O’Leary-Wilkins
Adherent members

CHELTENHAM
SEAN and Tracy testified to the transforming power of Jesus Christ 
in their lives over recent months. They both had links with the Army 
and attended the funeral of a close friend at the corps earlier this year. 
They immediately felt that they had found what they were missing in 
life. They began attending Sunday worship, signed up for the Alpha 
course and decided to surrender their lives to the Lord.

Corps officer Captain Steve Smith welcomed Sean and Tracy as 
adherent members and conducted their wedding the following 
weekend. – S. S.

Sarah Chandler
Megan Chandler

Laura Watkins
Soldiers

NEWPORT
SARAH, Megan and Laura were enrolled as soldiers by corps officer 
Captain Barbara Kidd. All three have attended Sunday school from 
an early age and more recently the youth group but it was following 
a week away at The Noise on Sheppey (an ecumenical youth event 
last year) that the young women found a new and deeper relationship 
with Christ. They had the opportunity to put faith into action by going 
into the community with various activities such as face-painting, 
litter-picking, outdoor cinema, prayer-walking, peer and street 
evangelism and much more.

Many of the fellowship commented on how the young women had 
returned home with a new lease of life in Christ. – B. K.

Samuel Broadley
Junior soldier

HULL ICEHOUSE
SAM has attended the corps with his family since he was a baby. He 
decided he wanted to make a commitment to his friend Jesus and was 
enrolled by corps officer Captain Kingsley Layton in front of many 
friends and family. – S. S. 

Ella Wright
Junior soldier

CHELMSFORD 
ELLA was enrolled by corps officer Major Susan Jones.

Ella’s parents and grandparents are part of the corps and she has 
attended since she was a ‘babe in arms’. – D. J.

Kerri-Ann Horn
Junior soldier

WISBECH
ON their farewell Sunday, corps officers Majors Robert and Violet 
Smart enrolled Kerri-Ann as a junior soldier, the first enrolment at the 
corps in more than eight years. 

Kerri-Ann came to the corps through the Friday night youth club. 
She decided to go to the youth cell group where she learnt more about 
God and The Salvation Army and it was through this that she was 
invited to attend Sunday meetings. Kerri-Ann decided that she wanted 
to ask Jesus to become her friend and saviour and show her faith 
through becoming a junior soldier. – C. K.

Christine Pritchard
Adherent member
CRADLEY HEATH
CHRISTINE started worshipping at the corps three years ago with her 
granddaughter, Sophie Sergison, who is a member of the Sunday 
school and children’s choir. Christine was invited to the corps by a 
Salvationist friend, Hilary Crowhurst. She decided to recommit her 
life to God and accepted the invitation to become an adherent member; 
she was welcomed by corps officer Captain Liz Hancock. – L. H. 

Margaret Sloper
Soldier
HORSHAM
MARGARET has attended the corps for a number of years  
and gained the confidence to become an adherent member last  
year. Following a discipleship course she made the decision to make 
a further commitment. She takes the soldier’s covenant very 
seriously and wants to live her life in response to God’s love for her. 
Due to illness, corps officer Captain Susan Woodgate enrolled 
Margaret at home. She is a valued member of the home league team 
and a faithful prayer warrior in a quiet, unassuming manner.  
– I. M.

Mollie Rollins
Junior soldier

BLACKPOOL CITADEL
MOLLIE was enrolled as a junior soldier by corps officer Major Ian 
Harris. As Mollie is shy, she was enrolled during a special service 
after the morning meeting with her family and friends present.  
– S. W. 

Alice Jepson
Alicia Daniels
Junior soldiers

SITTINGBOURNE
ALICE and Alicia were overjoyed to be enrolled as junior soldiers. 
They were reminded they were made in the likeness of God and 
received specially designed T-shirts signed by family, friends and 
corps folk to encourage them. Both girls had drawn their testimonies, 
which the congregation viewed on screens. Family and friends were 
present to join in the celebrations. For Alice it was special to have 
‘Daddy’ enrol her and for Alicia having her new baby brother in the 
meeting was also very special. Corps officer Major Robert Jepson 
enrolled Alice and Alicia. – R. J.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
RETIRED OFFICERS

Birthday congratulations: Major David 

Carrington-Moule, Canterbury (80 on 13 

August); Mrs Major Barbara Redmile, Balderton, 

(80 on 14 August).

PROMOTED TO GLORY

Mary Kendrick, Dudley; S/Reservist Audrey 

Miller, Upper Norwood; Harry Windget,  

Dartford.

Major John White from Redditch on 23 July. 

Major Vera White lives in Studley.

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/salvationist

ARMY PEOPLE
ELECTED

Major Gill Stacey, Chester, as Chairman, City 

Centre Council of Churches in Chester.

LOCAL OFFICERS APPOINTED

RS Paul Radburn, SL Shirley Quarry, 

Adherents Sec Christine Radburn, Cradley 

Heath; CCMS Major Norma Tasker, Leighton 

Buzzard; SCL Sarah Green, Falmouth.

MARRIAGES

Keith Jordan to Fiona James at Maesteg by 

Captain John Pugh; Mark Elliott to Rebecca 

Lane at Castleford by Captains Marian and 

Steve Fripp.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Diamond: Chris and Mrs Freda Woodrow, 

Preston (9 August).

Golden: SL Richard and Mrs Patricia Simpson, 

Guisborough.

DEDICATED TO GOD

Grace Louise, daughter of Martin and Susannah 

Snell, at Falmouth by Captain Marilyn Curnow; 

Joshua Scott, Amy Leigh Angelika Sara and 

William Jeffrey, children of Adam and Jessica 

Hall, at Detmold Red Shield Centre by Major 

Katrina Greetham.

BEREAVED

Major Michael Loveridge, Paisley, of his 

brother Gary; Major Julie Forrest, IHQ, Neil 

Raine, Sunderland Millfield, and Ian Raine of 

their father Fred, Joyce Payne, Chester-le-

Street, of her brother; Major Marta Ager, 

Grantham, of her father Henry Taramasco; 

Daniel McPhee, Carlisle, of his wife Elizabeth, 

Lieutenant Stuart McPhee, Penrith, of his 

mother; Eva Clark, Chippenham, of her  

mother.

PLEASE note that pressure for 

space means tributes have to be 

edited. This has caused pain to 

some family members when tributes 

have appeared in shortened form. 

To avoid such distress it is requested 

that soldiers’ tributes submitted for 

publication should be no longer than 

120 words. We will then make as few 

changes as possible. Good quality 

pictures will be included with tributes.

ENGAGEMENTS
GENERAL LINDA BOND: 

Ghana, Tu 7 Aug - Mon 13; ICO, Sun 19, Wed 22

THE CHIEF OF THE STAFF

(COMMISSIONER BARRY SWANSON)

AND COMMISSIONER SUE SWANSON: 

ICO, Fri 31 Aug

THE TERRITORIAL COMMANDER 

(COMMISSIONER ANDRÉ COX)

AND COMMISSIONER SILVIA COX: 

West Scotland (Scotland Council), Th 30 Aug; 

Preston, Sat Sun 2 Sep

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (COLONEL DAVID 

HINTON) AND COLONEL SYLVIA HINTON: 

West Scotland (Scotland Council), Th 30 Aug; 

East Scotland (installation of Divisional 

Commander), Fri 31

Commissioners Alistair and Astrid Herring: 

Australia Eastern, Th 16 Aug - Tu 28

Commissioners Amos and Rosemary 

Makina: Rwanda (Commissioning), Fri 3 Aug - 

Mon 6; Zimbabwe, Tu 7 - Mon 13; 

Mozambique (installation of territorial leaders), 

Fri 17 - Sun 19

ON THE AIR
BBC Radio 4 (92–95 FM and online at  

bbc.co.uk/radio4): Rhidian Brook will be 

presenting the Radio 4 appeal on behalf of 

Salvation Army International Development 

(UK) on Sunday 12 August (7.55 am and 9.26 

pm), repeated on Thursday 16 August (3.27 

pm). The appeal will raise funds for the Anti-

Child Trafficking Centre, Malawi. SAID (UK) 

has supported the centre since it opened  

in 2006.

BBC Radio 2 (88–91 FM): Sunday Half Hour 

(8.30pm) will feature Birmingham Citadel Band 

and Songsters on Sundays 19 August and 23 

September.

TRIBUTES
RECRUITING 
SERGEANT/
BANDSMAN/
SONGSTER  
DON JONES, 
HORSHAM
ATTRACTED to the 

Army through scouting, Don was con-
verted at 13. His scoutmaster remained a 
lifelong friend and mentor. Don met his 
wife Heather – the officers’ daughter – at 
Marylebone after National Service. Work 
took them to Newry, where Ian was born. 
Stuart followed at Harwich and Alastair at 
King’s Lynn. Other corps included 
 Norwich Mile Cross, Paisley Citadel and 
Penge, where they moved in 1981 and 
 soldiered for 28 years.

An enthusiastic YP band leader, YPSM 
and bandmaster at various corps, Don 
 became Heather’s chief carer as her  mobility 
decreased.

Don loved the Lord, his family, the  
Army, music, laughter, drama, football and 

rugby. The arrival of seven grandchildren 
delighted him.

He was ready for his sudden Home call. 
– N. W./C. F.

BANDSMAN  
(DAVID) AUBREY 
UREN, 
CAMBORNE
BORN into a Salvationist 
family at Camborne in 
1929, Aubrey played in 

the band from the age of 10 until ill-health 
prevailed at 82. After serving in the RAF 
for four years, Aubrey worked as a bus 
conductor and driver – apart from a short 
period – until retirement.

He married Jean soon after they met at  
the Army in Camborne. They were together 
for a loving 59 years and had 6 children,  
22 grandchildren and 27 great-grand-
children.

A devoted Salvationist, Aubrey became 
band secretary, hall caretaker and odd-job 
man.

He lost his battle with myeloma after a 
long illness and is greatly missed in the 
corps and by his family. – J. U.

SHEILA BAKER, 
BRIDLINGTON
SHEILA came to the 
Army as a young adult 
and soon became involved 
in the corps, working hard 
for many years in various 

ways, including as YPSM, a songster and, 
latterly, as the corps herald. Each week 
Sheila sold jam and knitted baby cardigans 
for corps funds. People knew her only as 
‘the jam lady’, such was the popularity of 
her home-made preserves.

To many generations she was also known 
as ‘Auntie Sheila’. New corps officers 
 especially benefited from her expertise with 
children and her caring spirit. She often 
 became their regular babysitter and friend-
ships continued into adulthood.

Sheila had two sisters and a brother and is 
greatly missed. Her promotion to Glory was 
unexpected. – K. W.
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On 14 July Salvationist asked readers for captions for this picture of 
West Scotland  Divisional Commander Major Russell Wyles waiting 
for a bus at Stepps station on his way to see the Olympic Torch Relay 
pass through Glasgow. Here is a selection of the best suggestions:

The Divisional Commander was all for a strong focus on 
 outreach, but this time the Divisional Evangelism Team had 
 simply gone too far! – Jemima Kershaw, Thornton-le-Dale

Do you love anyone enough to give them your last DC? – 
 Angela Wood, Worcester

Major Russell Wyles away the time while waiting for a pick up! 
– Major Stephen Slade, Sunderland

The DC shows he’s on top of his paperwork! – Lynn Scott, 
Norwich

West Scotland trials the latest officer appointment procedure 
– Richard Arnold,  Gravesend

When the Divisional Commander had been told he would be 
picked up from Stepps, this wasn’t quite what he had in mind… 
– Ron Carpenter, Motherwell

Get a free Salvation Army officer with every copy – Lorraine 
Woodward, Crawley

DC moves into sheltered accommodation – Peter Anderson, 
Croydon

PICTURE CAPTION COMPETITION
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BIBLE VERSES
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe,
praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals.
Let everything that has breath praise  
     the Lord.
              (Psalm 150:3–6 New International Version)

SONG
Make the world with music ring,
While with heart and voice we sing
Praises to our God and King,
Hallelujah!
Tell with no uncertain sound,
To the nations all around,
Of the Saviour we have found,
Hallelujah!
        Charles Coller (SASB 809)

CD OF THE WEEK
Bandmaster Andrew Mackereth, Nuneaton, 
reviews the CD Pressing Onward by the New York 
Staff Band

The New York Staff Band has a long-established tradition of 
innovation, often risking controversy or disapproval in their 
distinct mission and ministry at home in the USA and abroad. 
While this latest recording is homage to the past, it is equally a 
manifesto for the future.

There are 11 tracks in all that draw from the rich traditions 
of the band and blend them with more 
contemporary pieces and special commissions, 
indicative of where the band is today.

Dorothy Gates gets the disc off to a bombastic 
start with her concert opener ‘War Cry’. If you 
go down to the woods today, you’re in for a big 
surprise!

The New York composer Joseph Turrin has 
been associated with the band for many years 
and he contributes ‘Rejoice And Be Glad’ based 
on Psalm 118. This three-part work is entirely 
original and has strong 20th-century influences reminiscent, in 
places, of the works of Heaton and Kodály.

Principal cornet Gordon Ward turns once again to his 
successful partnership with David Catherwood, who has crafted 
a quite marvellous piece, ‘Blessings’, as a showcase for Gordon’s 
formidable technical skill and lyricism. The sleeve notes make 
reference to the strong Northern Ireland connection – the home 
of David Catherwood and the ancestral home of Dorothy Gates 
and euphonium soloist Ryan McCrudden.

Kenneth Downie provides the centrepiece of the recording 
with his major work ‘The Hope Of Glory’. Ken never fails to 
weave his spellbinding magic and this piece must surely stand 

as one of his finest works to date. Here four tunes associated 
with the Christian hope of eternity are woven together into a 
rhapsodic tapestry of the highest quality.

Two well-chosen reflective pieces are included on the 
recording: ‘Just As I Am’ by Wilfred Heaton and ‘Consecration’ 
by former NYSB bandmaster, Brian Bowen. Both pieces are 
enigmatic, both sublimely uplifting.

One-time NYSB composer-in-residence Peter Graham is 
represented in the five-movement tone poem ‘Voyage To Worlds 
Unknown’. Another purely original work, this piece describes 
the migration of young men from Glasgow to the New World.

Man-of-the-moment, Paul Lovatt-Cooper, recently honoured 
by the band in its annual composer profile concert, takes centre 
stage with his ‘Fire In The Blood’, premiered so spectacularly at 

ISB120. The piece incorporates the well-known 
songs ‘Sing Joy To The Lord’, ‘Lord, You Know 
That We Love You’ and ‘I Love You, Lord’. 
This recording brings out the full majesty of the 
tour de force climax as all three melodies are 
combined in an exhilarating paean of praise.

No recording to mark the 125 years of the band 
would be complete without at least a passing 
reference to the Star Lake music camp. Star Lake 
has such a seminal influence on music-making and 
musicians in New York and the wider world that 

the inclusion of a march to commemorate its Diamond Jubilee is 
almost mandatory. Stephen Bulla is the composer in this instance.

The final ‘word’ is given to Erik Leidzén’s march ‘Pressing 
Onward’ from 1921. Here again the synthesis between writing 
style and playing style is brilliantly apparent.

I love the verve and confidence the band exudes in the bravura 
pieces and the sincerity of the reflective pieces. This is a quality 
recording, which I heartily commend.

 Pressing Onward is available from SP&S priced £13.95 
(plus £2.95 postage and packing) or can be downloaded 
from spstunes.com for £9.99

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Bee on flower, Beer. Picture: PETER WILSON

PRAYER
Lord, we thank you for the gift of music. Amen.


