
                                                          

 

 

 

 
59th Session of the Commission for Social Development 

Virtual Side-Event on the Margins of the Commission 
 

 The Importance of UN Youth Delegate Inclusion Around the Theme: 

 “Socially just transition towards sustainable development: the role of digital 
technologies on social development and well-being of all.” 

5 February 2021 – 9 am 

Context 

The economic and social fallouts of the COVID-19 pandemic are having a dramatic impact on 
social development and well-being worldwide. Inclusive social protection is even more vital to 
protect young people who are already, in normal times, at a higher economic and social risk. 
Because young people are disproportionately affected by unemployment, the COVID-19 
pandemic will likely drastically increase unemployed youth, a population already 
overrepresented in the informal economy (around three quarters of young workers are in 
informal employment around the world). As many social insurance programmes are linked to 
formal employment, that leaves many young people, especially young women, underserved or 
unserved. Furthermore, due to the digital divide startling disparities in digital education have 
emerged as the pandemic continues to impact millions of young people that are still aiming to 
complete their education. Such inequalities are a real threat to learning continuity at a time of 
unprecedented educational disruption highlighting the need for inclusive digital technologies.   

The crisis risks reversing decades of progress in the fight against poverty and exacerbating already 
high levels of inequality. Many young people face discrimination and obstacles when it comes to 
their human rights by virtue of their age, limiting their potential. Promoting these rights means 
addressing the specific challenges and barriers faced. The knock-on effects of the pandemic in 
many countries have had a clear impact on young people’s access to rights, particularly as 
freedom of movement has been restricted around the globe. This has also impacted the 
participation of young people in public affairs or in peaceful protests, as many demonstrations 
led by young people had been brought to an abrupt halt with the onset of the pandemic. While 
online initiatives and platforms are now frequently used to give young people a voice, unequal 
access to digital technologies and the internet means many do not have this option. 

At the same time, the COVID-19 crisis provides the opportunity to rethink existing socio-
economic policy frameworks in order to ‘rebuild better’. It has sparked a global dialogue on ways 



forward out of the crisis to build more inclusive and equitable societies by aligning policy 
frameworks with the vision and overarching objectives of the 2030 Agenda. 

Objective  

Today, there are about 1.2 billion young people between the ages of 15 and 24, the largest youth 
population the world has ever known. However, youth participation in political and decision-
making processes at the local, national, and international level remains low and the Covid-19 
pandemic threatens to impact this even further. Breaking the barriers to youth inclusion is crucial 
to the success of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Furthermore, as outlined in the 
UN Youth Strategy, “The United Nations cannot achieve its missions without partnering with 
young people and ensuring they are not only heard but understood”. One way to enhance young 
people’s participation in an instrumental manner is through the UN Youth Delegate Programme. 
For young people to be truly at the heart of our sustainable development efforts, and to ensure 
that no one is left behind, more focus must be placed on ensuring the active engagement of 
young people from developing countries, including those from vulnerable or marginalized 
populations in the discussion on this year’s theme of the Commission for Social Development.  

Audience 

• President of ECOSOC (TBC) 
• Chair of the Commission on Social Development (TBC) 
• UN DESA Assistant Secretary-general 
• Director for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion of the European Commission 
• Permanent Representative of Portugal and Head of Delegation of the European Union 
• Youth Delegates  

Outcome 

In this context, we would like invite the youth delegates to review and formulate concrete 
recommendations on what it takes to enable a socially just transition towards sustainable 
development and examine the role of digital technologies in facilitating a transition that is 
inclusive and more equitable, particularly within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
outcomes of the event can help provide substantive inputs to the priorities of Member States in 
their discussion of social development focused on youth, within the context of the theme of this 
year’s 59th session on the Commission for Social Development.  

Programme 

The event, coorganizaed by the Permanent Mission of Portugal, the Delegation of the European 
Union and UN DESA, will be centered on Youth Delegates participating in the 59th session of the 
Commission on Social Development, and will consist in a panel with the audience followed by 
interventions/statement of Youth Delegates and an interactive segment with questions posed by 
the Youth Delegates to the panelists on the theme of the event. There will be an effort to ensure 
regional representation, based on confirmed Youth Delegate participation. 


