
                                   
 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

The role of sport and cultural life in building inclusive and 

participatory societies for persons with disabilities in the post-

COVID19 context. 
 

A side event of the 15th Session of the COSP of the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 

 

New York, 15 June 2022, 13:15-14:30. 

                                                   

(UNHQ CFR12, In person) 

 

Background 

 

Persons with disabilities are guaranteed the right to active participation in all 
aspects of life in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
and its Optional Protocol and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

However, as recognized by Resolution 75/154 of the General Assembly on the 

“Inclusive development for and with persons with disabilities”, the Covid19 

pandemic has strongly affected persons with disabilities in all Countries, not 

only in health and well-being, but also in social and economic sectors. 

 

Persons with disabilities have been among the most disproportionately impacted 

by the pandemic, directly and indirectly. Lockdowns and closures have posed a 

risk to mental health of persons with disabilities, particularly intellectual and 

psychosocial, and their families. Forced isolation caused by the pandemic has 

also undermined access to cultural, recreational and leisure activities such as 

theater. Access to sport and physical activities were also impacted negatively. 



Despite the important role of digital technologies, where available and affordable, 

to promote participation and inclusion, access to them was and might be 

challenging in certain situations for persons with all types of disabilities, 

particularly intellectual 

 

Persons with disabilities continue to face barriers and discrimination and to 

experience challenges in access to services as Covid19 continues.  
 

Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport for persons with 
disabilities should indeed be a concrete goal of Covid19 recovery and rebuilding 
plans and strategies, as a vital step toward achieving the pledge to leave no one 

behind. 

 

While Governments are called to renew and intensify their commitment to 

pursue policies for implementing the CPRD, civil society organizations can 

provide a crucial and complementary contribution to the design and 

implementation for, by, and with the direct involvement of persons with 

disabilities of such plans and strategies at the national and international level. 

Through their experience and action on the ground, they can facilitate cross-

learning and sharing of information, practices, tools and resources that are 

inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities.  

 

This event aims to promote the right of persons with disabilities to organize, 

develop and participate in disability-specific sporting and recreational activities 

and, to this end, encourage the provision, on an equal basis with others, of 

appropriate instruction, training and resources. Moreover, the goal of the event 

is to highlight the role that civil society organizations can and are willing to play 

in order to implement Art. 30 of CRPD and the motto of “leaving no one behind” 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the universal language 

of sport and physical activities as well as cultural and recreational ones like 

theater. 

 

In this context, the experience of some specialized NGOs will be presented: the 

Italian NGO “Progetto Filippide”, working on sports programmes for persons with 

autism; the South African NGO “Little Eden”, focusing on rehabilitation of 

children with intellectual disabilities, the Italian NGO “Teatro Patologico”, 

conducting theatre-therapy for persons with disabilities, the Monegasque NGO 

“Monaco Disease Power”, supporting children, adolescents and young adults 

with mental disability and autism, and an Albanian NGO, working with persons 

with disabilities 

 

 

 



The panel will aim at: 

 

- Identifying specific challenges faced during the pandemic by persons with 

disabilities and good practices; 

- Advocating for the effective and meaningful participation of persons with 

disabilities in the rebuilding of economies and societies in the post-Covid19 

recovery and sharing innovative sustainable solutions; 

- Highlighting the contribution of civil society organizations in the design and 

implementation of inclusion strategies by sharing lessons learned and best 

practices with a focus on sport and theater as tools for inclusion of persons with 

disabilities in the community; 

- Promoting the human rights-based approach to disability enshrined in the 

CRPD, based on the understanding of disability as an interaction between 

individual impairments and social barriers that hinders full participation in 

society. This approach overturns both the charity and the medical models, which 

see persons with disabilities as recipients of charity or medical treatment 

 

Moderator and introduction: UNDESA, Mr. Robert Venne. 

 

Speakers: 

 

- Permanent Representative of Italy, 

- Permanent Representative of Albania, 

- Permanent Representative of Monaco, 

- Permanent Representative of South Africa, 

- UNICEF, Genevieve Boutin, Deputy Director,  

- Progetto Filippide (Italian NGO), 

- Teatro Patologico (Italian NGO), 

- Little Eden (South African NGO), 

- Monaco Disease Power (Monaco NGO), 

- Albanian NGO. 

 

Final remarks: Deputy Permanent Representative of Qatar. 


