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 Background: 

The 14th session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities (CRPD) is scheduled to occur between Tuesday, 15 June and Thursday, 17 June 2021, at 

the UN headquarters New York. 

The COSP is an international conference taking place every year at the UN premises in New York. States 

Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) meet to consider any matter 

related to the Convention’s implementation. Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), governments, and other 

entities can hold thematic side-events during this Conference.  This Conference is preceded by the Civil 

Society Forum, which is traditionally held the day before the COSP’s Opening Ceremony. 

This year's topic and focus have been announced as follows: 

Overarching theme: 

Building back better: COVID-19 response and recovery; Meeting the needs, Realizing the rights, and 

addressing the socio-economic impacts on persons with disabilities. 

Sub theme 1: Protecting the rights of persons with disabilities in armed conflict and 

humanitarian emergencies. 

Sub theme 2:  Living Independently, being included in the community. 

Sub theme 3: Right to education; challenges with inclusive education and accessibility 

during COVID-19. 

Therefore, activities and side events must be in line with those themes. 

Overview 
The World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) is an international non-governmental organisation representing 

and promoting approximately 70 million deaf people's human rights worldwide.  The WFD is a federation 

of deaf organisations from 127 nations; its mission is to promote the human rights of deaf people and 

their full, quality, and equal access to all spheres of life, including self-determination, sign language, 

education, employment and community life. The WFD has a consultative status in the United Nations and 

is a founding member of the International Disability Alliance (IDA). 

 

The Nippon Foundation (TNF) is an organisation whose mission is social innovations aiming to achieve a 

society where all people support one another, reducing the burdens and challenges they face together.  

TNF forges networks by citizens, corporations, nonprofit organisations, governments, and international 



bodies.  TNF and WFD have been collaborating since April 2019 on the project “Securing Access to Sign 

Language Rights.” 

 

Under the above-mentioned project framework, the WFD and TNF pursue the visibility of the 2nd 

International Conference on Education of the Deaf’s records. This conference, held in 1880 in Milan, Italy, 

passed a resolution banning the use of sign language in the education of deaf children, with widespread 

and long-lasting repercussions for the sign language rights of deaf communities worldwide. Recognising 

the 1880 Milan Resolution and the 2010 Vancouver Resolution -which reverted the first one-  as part of 

the UNESCO Memory of the World would highlight and disseminate the discrimination faced by deaf 

people regarding their sign languages. This would foster legal recognition of sign language to stop those 

discriminations and safeguard the human rights of deaf people.  

 

In addition to recognising the records of the 1880 Milan Conference, the primary outcome of this project 

is to raise awareness among national governments and the public on the importance of the legal 

recognition of national sign languages.  During the COSP 13, held in December 2020, the WFD, with the 

support of TNF and IDA, carried out successfully a side event called: “Sign Languages recognition to realise 

human rights of deaf people”. The objective of this event was to show that, for many deaf people, it is 

possible to achieve full inclusion only through the use of sign language. For that reason, state parties need 

to fulfil legal recognition of national sign languages.  

Side-even’s theme and panel composition  
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented health, social, economic, and educational challenges 

and consequences in the lives of the more than 70 million deaf people worldwide and for persons with 

disabilities and other marginalised groups.  Deaf people are at increased risk due to a lack of accessible 

Covid-19 related information and communication in their national sign languages, combined with not 

having accessible healthcare services in emergency settings. They also face social and economic difficulties 

derived from confinement and other governmental measures adopted by countries due to the pandemic.  

Furthermore, the educational impact on deaf children is grave and far-reaching. Most national 

governments have decided to switch to virtual educational settings without foreseeing any reasonable 

accommodations for deaf children. The omission is turning the 2030 Agenda’s commitment of leaving no 

one behind into a chimaera.  

During the past year, the WFD has been observing States Parties’ inadequate response programmes 

regarding the education of deaf people in Covid-19 times. In addition, the WFD has recently issued a 

position statement on “Educational Rights for Deaf Learners During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Beyond”, 

highlighting the severe consequences of the lack of access to and support for sign language education for 

deaf children, as well as the life-lasting impact of language deprivation. These situations are caused by the 

lack of sign language legislation and programming in the State parties’ legal and policy landscape.  

 

Therefore, the proposed title for the 2021 COSP’s side-event is “Importance of ensuring Sign Language 

Rights in national legal frameworks and policies”. 



Only 63 countries have adopted legal measures to recognise deaf people’s linguistic and cultural rights.  

This concerning number represents how far the human rights of deaf people to access life-saving 

information, education, and participation in every area of their society in their national sign languages are 

neglected. Meaningful legal recognition of national sign languages leads to better achievement of human 

rights and the fulfilment of the 2030 agenda. 

This side event is directed to State parties’ representatives. It aims to highlight the importance of adopting 

meaningful legal recognition of national sign languages to gradually end the discrimination and 

marginalisation faced by deaf people regarding using their preferred language and progressively reaching 

an equal society.  

In this context, the WFD is designing a toolkit entitled “Guidelines for Achieving Sign Language Rights”. 

This toolkit is being developed for the National Associations of the Deaf to increase the understanding of 

the importance of advocating for meaningful legal recognition of their national sign language(s). 

Additionally, the toolkit will guide the way to develop new strategies strengthening policies that are being 

implemented after the recognition is made effective.  

The WFD and TNF would like to seize the momentum of the COSP 14 to host a side event to raise further 

awareness on sign languages and how its legal recognition can ensure the realisation of the human rights 

of all deaf people. 

In this event, the panelists will discuss the following topics: 

❏ What we mean when talking about Sign Language Rights.  

❏ The Importance of achieving official recognition of National Sign Languages. 

❏ The WFD Toolkit on Sign Languages’ Rights. 

❏ How can organised civil society representatives advocate for their sign languages’ rights? 

❏ What comprises exemplary and model legislation that recognises sign language? 

❏ What can be done to strengthen existing policies and laws regarding sign language as an official 

language? 

The panel will be composed of four people (provisional composition): 

● Opening Remarks from The Nippon Foundation representative 

● Dr. Joseph Murray – WFD President – Panelist 

● Nickson Kakiri, Deaf Politician from Kenya- Panelist 

● Ms. Carolyn Dagani, from Philippines Federation of the Deaf- Panelist 

● Hon. Congressman Jaime Naranjo, from Chile- Panelist 

●  Ms. Susana Stiglich – WFD Sign Language Rights Officer – Panel moderator 

  

Date:  June 17th, 8:30 hrs. EST (NYC time) 

Streaming: WFD Facebook page  



 Recording: to come after the event and will stream in UN Webcast Service 

 Languages: International Sign and spoken English. 

 Accessibility: English captions. 

 

Side Event Organizer and Sponsors: 

About the Side Event Organisers: 

 

The World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) is an international non-governmental organisation representing 

and promoting approximately 70 million deaf people's human rights worldwide. The WFD is a federation 

of deaf organisations from 127 nations; its mission is to promote the human rights of deaf people and full, 

quality and equal access to all spheres of life, including self-determination, sign language, education, 

employment and community life. WFD has a consultative status in the United Nations and is a founding 

member of International Disability Alliance (IDA). 

More information:  www.wfdeaf.org  

Co-organisers: 

  

The Nippon Foundation is an organisation whose mission is social innovations aiming to achieve a society 

where all people support one another, reducing the burdens and challenges they face together.  TNF  

forges networks by citizens, corporations, nonprofit organisations, governments, and international 

bodies.  TNF and WFD have been collaborating in the project “Securing Access to Sign Language Rights” 

More information www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/en/  

http://www.wfdeaf.org/
http://www.wfdeaf.org/
http://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/en/
http://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/en/


Side Event Program 
Importance of ensuring Sign Language Rights in  

national legal frameworks and policies 

 

CONTENT TIME WHO 

Welcome and introductions 2 minutes Susana Stiglich – WFD Sign 
Language Rights Officer 

Opening remarks  
● WFD  
● TNF 

10 minutes 
● 5 minutes  

 
● 5 minutes 

 

Dr. Joseph J Murray - WFD 

President  

 

The Nippon Foundation 

Presentation and moderation of the panel  
 

2 minutes Susana Stiglich – WFD Sign 

Language Rights Officer 

Why it is important to achieve Sign Language 

recognition in the national legal framework and 

how organised civil society representatives can 

advocate for it. 

15 minutes Ms. Carolyn Dagani, from 

Philippines Federation of 

the Deaf 

 What comprises good and model legislation that 
recognises sign language, the case of Kenya Sign 
Language Bill of 2019 
 

15 minutes 
 

Mr. Nickson Kakiri, Politician 

from Kenya 

What can be done to strengthen existing policies 
and laws regarding sign language as an official 
language. The case of Chile. 

15 minutes 
 

Hon. Congressman Jaime 

Naranjo, from Chile- Panelist 

What are Sign Language Rights and the Importance 

of achieving official recognition of National Sign 

Language, and comment about WFD upcoming 

Toolkit on Sign Language Rights.  

15 minutes Dr. Joseph J Murray – WFD 
President 

Closing remarks  5 minutes Dr. Joseph J Murray – WFD 
President 

 
 
 


