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CONCEPT NOTE 

Virtual Side-event at the 65th session of the CSW 

organized by 

the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services  

and 

the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Turkey to the United Nations 

 

Date: 17 March 2021, 

 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm (GMT+3 Istanbul Time) 

10:00 am - 11:00 am (New York Time) 

“Social Support Policies as a Tool for Women’s Empowerment  

in the Context of COVID-19 Pandemic” 

 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action was adopted at the Fourth World Conference on 
Women in 1995 as a comprehensive and visionary agenda for the empowerment of women and girls. 
It contains a call for the removal of systematic and structural barriers that prevent women and girls 
from enjoying their human rights across social, economic, political and environmental domains, and 
policy actions to achieve the vision. 2020 was meant to be a perfect opportunity to celebrate the 
significant progress made in many areas and to follow up the existing and emerging challenges and 
remaining gaps. 

However, the COVID-19 pandemic has changed the scenario unprecedentedly. With the spread of 
the coronavirus all around the World, even the gains made in the past decades are at risk of being 
rolled back. The outbreak poses a serious threat to health, safety, employment and livelihoods of 
women. It has also been deepening the already existing inequalities and vulnerabilities in social, 
political, and economic systems which are in turn amplifying the impacts of the pandemic on women 
and girls’ lives. Across every sphere from health to the economy, security to social protection, women 
and girls have been disproportionately affected by this outbreak. 

Besides, since the onset of the COVID-19 outbreak, emerging data and reports have shown that all 
types of violence against women and girls, particularly domestic violence, have intensified. Calls to 
national hotlines reporting domestic violence rose five-fold in some countries after people started 
working from home due to isolation policies implemented during the outbreak. 

The restriction of movement, social isolation, lockdowns and economic insecurity caused more 
vulnerability and domestic violence against women, while most of them were also forced to be 
isolated in the same house with the perpetrator of the violence. 

 



 

2/2 
 

In this context, the virtual Side Event of Turkey seeks to further analyze the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on women and girls and to highlight the important role of national authorities and 
international organizations in addressing the pandemic. Furthermore, it aims to; 

 Share the best practices among stakeholders and identify what is needed to better value the 
role of women to address the pandemic, 

 Review and highlight the role of SDG’s in the pandemic and identify the challenges to achieve 
them due to the outbreak.   

 Identify new ways to accelerate the empowerment of women and girls in the post-pandemic 
era in light of the lessons learned. 

 Highlight the best practices in combating violence against women and girls in pandemic times, 

 Highlight the key roles and challenges of healthcare and social workers many of whom are 
women working at the frontline.  

  

Side Event Schedule  

Date and Time: 17 March 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm (GMT+3 İstanbul Time) 

Language: English / Turkish (tbc)  Link for viewers:  youtube.com/ailevecalisma 

Keynote Speaker:  

H.E. Volkan BOZKIR - President of the United Nations General Assembly (tbc) 

Opening Remarks: 

H.E. Zehra Zümrüt Selçuk - Republic of Turkey, Minister of Family, Labour and Social Services 

 

Moderator: 

Alia El Yassir – UN Women Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia (tbc) 

Speakers:  

H.E. Amal Hamad - Minister of Women's Affairs, Palestine (tbc) 

H.E Chung YOUNG-AI - Minister of Gender Equality and Family, Korea (tbc) 

Fatma Aksal - Chair of the Commission On Equal Opportunities Between Women and Men, MP 

Claudia Luciani, Director of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance, Council of Europe 

Nüket Küçükel Ezberci - Presidency Health and Food Policy Board Member / TUSIAD member (tbc) 

Representative of TOBB ( The Union Of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (tbc) 


