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CONCEPT NOTE OF CSW66 SIDE EVENT ON ELIMINATING FEMALE GENITAL 

MUTILATION 

Theme:  

The role of youth in accelerating efforts towards the elimination of female 

genital mutilation by 2030 in the context of increasing challenges 
 

 

Date: March 17, 2022 

Location: New York  

Format: Virtual 

Time: 9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. (Eastern Standard Time, New-York Time) 

 

 

Burkina Faso, the African Union’s champion for promoting the elimination of Female Genital 

Mutilation, in collaboration with the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the Republic of 

Italy, the Republic of The Gambia, the Republic of Senegal, the United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has the honor of inviting you to its 

high-level panel discussion being held on the margins of the 66th Commission on the Status of 

Women. 

 

I. Context 

 

It is estimated that 4.2 million girls will be at risk of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) over the 

next decade unless efforts are accelerated.1 Over 200 million2 girls and women have already been 

subjected to FGM - the majority of whom live in countries facing humanitarian, health, safety, and 

climate crises. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic3 and its consequences, such as school closures, 

disruption of community-based activities, and health services, it has been estimated that there may 

have been as many as 2 million additional cases of FGM. Given the magnitude of these issues there 

is an urgent need to devise resilience mechanisms by mobilizing the community, especially young 

people, in the elimination of FGM. 

 

 
1 UNFPA, Bending the curve: FGM trends we aim to change, 2019. Available at: 

https://www.unfpa.org/resources/bending-curve-fgm-trends-we-aim-change.  
2  UNICEF, UNICEF Data, 2018 (updated 2021). Available at: https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-

protection/female-genital-mutilation/.  
3 UNFPA, Avenir Health, Johns Hopkins University, Victoria University, Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on 

Family Planning and Ending Gender-based Violence, Female Genital Mutilation and Child Marriage, 2020. 

Available at: https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-covid-19-pandemic-family-planning-and-ending-gender-

based-violence-female-genital?page=0%2C0%2C4. 
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The CSW66 is an opportunity to provide a framework for sharing experiences, work alongside the 

youth, and call for urgent attention and investment—both human and financial—to end FGM by 

2030. 

 

Through this panel, stakeholders will discuss the best strategies to achieve this goal, including the 

engagement of young people, who are a major force in the process of eliminating this practice in 

their communities and among their peers. These actors, with States in the forefront, must renew 

their determination to effectively and completely combat these acts of human rights violation so as 

to enable the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular target 5.3. 

 

II. Overall objective 

The main objective of this panel discussion is to engage with young people and youth organizations 

from different regions and provide them a platform to share their experiences towards their efforts 

in eliminating FGM. The discussions will bring to fore the challenges in the context of climate 

change, COVID-19, and other humanitarian crises. Working alongside young people will help in 

galvanizing their support and shaping strategies to accelerate investments which can strengthen the 

steps in ending FGM by 2030. All the actors especially the Member States in the forefront, will 

renew their determination to effectively and completely combat FGM to enable the achievement of 

the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular target 5.3. 

 

III. Expected results 

The discussions will highlight the challenges that youth activists and organizations are facing 

in different crises situation and provide them a platform to put forth their needs. Also, the 

discussions will allow member states and various other organizations to present their views and 

deliberate on the effort that is being undertaken to eliminate FGM by 2030. Overall, the panel 

discussion would engage with several issues, these include: 

✓ reaffirming the commitment to end FGM 

✓ sharing experiences by engaging young people, including in countries undergoing climate 

change, health and humanitarian crises 

✓ taking part in conversations with the youth activists and the Global FGM Youth Consortium 

which was recently constituted to mobilize the support of the young people 

✓ engaging with the needs of the youth organizations to bolster efforts to end FGM 

 

IV. Participants 

Participants include Member States, civil society organizations, youth organizations and young 

people, specialized UN agencies, and activists. 

 

V. Panel format/methodology 

The panel discussion will take place virtually on the Zoom platform. The session will include 

a welcome address and statements by Member States, UN agencies, and young people. The 

event will witness statements by member states as well as youth activists and organizations. A 

video projection showcasing the testimonies of young people will also be shown at the event. 

 

During the event simultaneous interpretation in French, English, and Arabic will also be provided. 
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VI. Tentative schedule 

 

Time Activities/speakers 

9:30-9:36 Introductory remarks: Mr Seydou Sinka, Permanent Representative of Burkina Faso to the 

United Nations 

9:36-9:40 H.E Salimata Nébié/Conombo, Minister of Gender and Family (Burkina Faso) 

9:40-9:45 Poem recitation 

9:45-10:22 Statements, navigated by the moderator:  

a) Member States, ministerial level (4 mins each) 

- H.E. Dr Ergogie Tesfaye, Minister of Women and Social Affairs (Ethiopia) 

- H.E Fatou Kinteh, Minister of Gender (Gambia) 

- H.E Ndeye Saly Diop Dieng, Minister of Women, Family, Gender and Child 

Protection (Senegal) 

- H.E. Marina Sereni, Vice-Minister of Foreign affairs (Italy) 

 

b) Youth organizations & other organizations (4 mins each): 

- Global Youth Consortium against FGM : Dr. Aderibigbe Costly, Executive 
secretary  
- Burkinabe Network of Youth Organizations for the Promotion of the Elimination 

of Female Genital Mutilation: Mr Paulin Ouedraogo, Coordinator 

- Associazione Italiana Donne per lo Sviluppo (Italian Association for Women in 

Development), AIDOS : Ms Clara Caldera, Programme Officer 

 

c) UN organizations (3 mins each) 

UNFPA  

UNICEF: Mr Sanjay Wijesekera, Director, Programme Group 

10:22-10:28 Video projection and testimonies from youth activists and organizations working to end 

FGM  

10:28-10:40 Other Interventions 

10:40-10:45 Closing remarks and vote of thanks 

 

Contact information: For more information on this event, please contact: 

➢ Permanent Mission of Burkina Faso to the United Nations (New York): Odette NIAMBA 

(odetteniamba@gmail.com). 

➢ Ministry of Gender and Family of Burkina Faso. 

 
 


