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Almost two years since the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic, the toll on 

the poorest and most vulnerable people, including women and girls, remains devastating and 

disproportionate. The combined impact of climate change, environmental disasters, conflict and COVID-

19 has deprived the most vulnerable in society of even basic needs such as food security. Without urgent 

action to stem rising poverty, hunger and inequality, especially in countries affected by conflict and other 

acute forms of crisis, millions will continue to suffer. The pandemic is also clawing back limited progress 

in the past 25 years on expanding women’s rights and opportunities, including economic participation and 

political voice.    

Using the latest data and estimates, the annual stocktaking report developed by UN Women and the UN 

Statistics Division (UNSD), Progress on the Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot, shows 

that women are bearing the heaviest brunt of the pandemic’s effects. Women have not recovered lost 

jobs and income, hunger is on the rise, and school closures threaten girls’ educational gains. Women’s 

participation in government, research and resource management remains far from equal. Disparities 

between rich and poor countries are preventing equal access to lifesaving COVID-19 vaccines and 

treatments, putting women in poorer countries at disproportionate risk. Where women have been in 

leadership positions, the response to the pandemic has often been faster and more attuned to social 

needs, but at all levels and across sectors, women do not have the same space in decision-making as men. 

The latest data for each indicator under Goal 5 reveals a long road ahead. Globally, only 1 of the 18 

indicators (including sub indicators) is assessed as being “close to target”. Where data are available over 

time, they reveal limited or no progress across regions and in at least one case a deteriorating outlook. 

The full impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is not yet known but is expected to further erode progress.  

Comprehensive analysis and policies in areas relevant for Goal 5, but also across all Goals, are necessary 

to fully achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls, including in areas such as 

climate change, energy, infrastructure development and financing. Data and information gaps are wide in 

many of these areas.  

Join us for an engaging discussion with key stakeholders to understand where we are on achieving the 

SDGs from a gender perspective and to understand how more and better gender data are fundamental 

to building back smarter.  

 

 

https://bit.ly/UNSD_CSW66_side_event
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/gender-snapshot/2021/UNW_GenderSnapshot.pdf


 

Agenda 

 

1. Introductory remarks and Moderator, Yongyi Min, Chief, SDG Monitoring Section, United 
Nations Statistics Division [5 min.] 
  

2. Progress on Goal 5: a new SDG tracker charts the way forward, Ginette Azcona, Lead, Data and 
Statistics, Global Reports, UN Women [10 min.] 

3. Gender Mainstreaming in Water Resources Management, Sandra Bruehlmann, Programme 
Associate, SDG 6 IWRM Support Programme, Global Water Partnership on behalf of UNEP-DHI 
[10 min.] 

4. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on women’s work force participation, Roger Gomis, 
Labour Market Modelling Specialist, Department of Statistics, ILO [10 min.] 

5. What do we know about the gender and environment nexus and how data gaps prevent us 
from telling a holistic story of progress or lack of progress on the environmental goals, Molly 
Gilligan, Consultant: Gender and Climate Specialist, International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) [10 min.] 

6. Discussion/Q&A [25 min.] 

7. Closing [5 min.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 


