
 

CONCEPT NOTE 

66th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

 

Climate Justice and SRHR: the Criticality of Women’s Leadership 

Side event co-sponsored by UNFPA and the SRHR and Climate Justice Coalition 

 
17 March 9:00 -10:30 AM ET 

Background 

 
UNFPA is working with governments and other partners to support adaptation responses to 
climate change, and to put women and girls at the center of these efforts. As the world 
responds and adapts to the unfolding crisis, these actions must uphold the human rights of all. 
 
Women and girls are disproportionately affected by climate change impacts including climate-
related natural disasters, droughts, floods, and other extreme weather events. The climate 
crisis directly impacts women and girls’ lives and well-being and deepens gender inequality.  
 
There are inextricable links between the climate crisis, gender equality and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Structural and intersectional inequalities and 
discrimination make women and girls, in all their diversities, susceptible to the devastating and 
multi-dimensional impact of climate change. This impact can be felt acutely as regards SRHR. 
Addressing the interconnection of gender equality, environment and sustainable development 
is crucial for SRHR. 
 
Despite bearing a disproportionate burden in climate-related crises, women are often 
underrepresented in leadership roles and decision-making processes. Globally women’s 
positions in executive government, national parliaments and local governments are limited and 
leadership within the climate change response is no different. It is critical that women are able 
develop strategies and approaches and participate equally in processes that directly impact 
their lives.  
 
In this context, UNFPA in collaboration with the SRHR and Climate Justice Coalition will organize 
a side event during the 66th Commission on the Status of Women. This side event aims to clarify 
the linkages between climate change, SRHR and gender equality, and includes a focus on the 
importance of women’s participation in related decision-making spaces.  Through a diverse and 
inter-generational panel of speakers, this convening will explore the ways in which these 
linkages bear out as documented through research, the voices of women and girls who have 



 

experienced the effects of climate change on their SRHR and the work of various stakeholders 
in this space, including feminist and women’s organizations, youth-serving organizations and 
UNFPA.  
 
The session will explore how women have successfully been able to engage in policy and 
decision-making in the context of the interrelationships between climate change, SRHR and 
gender equality and where there are still important gaps to fill.  
 
This session will also provide a space for policymakers to share the ways in which they are 
mitigating the detrimental impacts on women’s and girls’ SRHR and allow for an exploration of 
collaborative and concerted actions that can be taken by the global community to counteract 
these effects, while elevating the voices and experiences of women and girls themselves. 

Objectives 

- Clarify the linkages between climate justice and sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
including reproductive justice, through an intersectional lens and analysis of both the 
evidence base and the lived experiences of those working in this space and bearing the 
burden of climate crises. 

- Explore how women have been involved in political and decision-making processes related 
to climate change and the interconnections between climate change, SRHR and gender 
equality and what needs to be done to further strengthen women’s participation in these 
areas 

- Highlight the ways in which the global community (at global, regional and national levels) 
can mitigate the effects of the climate crisis on SRHR through partnerships, collaborative 
and concerted action and ensuring that women and girls, especially those experiencing the 
effects of climate crises on their SRHR, are heard and included at all levels of decision-
making 

Target audience 

 
The audience for this session is wide-ranging, including UN organizations, governments, civil 
society organizations, youth, academia and others working in this space, interested to learn 
more or collaborate.  

Format, agenda and speakers 

The virtual event will be 90 minutes and include a diversity of speakers, from various 

geographies and types of entities.  

Date and time 

 

Date: March 17, 2022  



 

Time: 9:00 – 10:30 AM EST 

The event will be held virtually through Zoom 

Interpretation 

The event will be held in English, with Spanish, French and International Sign language 

interpretation provided simultaneously. 


