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National Human Rights-Based Counter-Terrorism Responses 
 

CONCEPT NOTE 

Introduction 

The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GCTS), reviewed for the seventh time by 
Member States in 2021, underscores the core role that human rights play in both preventing and 
responding to terrorism. The GCTS builds on Security Council and General Assembly resolutions, 
as well as reports by the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General, recalling that human rights—in 
overlapping spheres like domestic security policy, the rule of law, development and equality, and 
beyond—are key to addressing and ending terrorism.1  
 
Today most Member States have a counter-terrorism strategy and policy. Some of these 
strategies are narrowly-focused on security goals and actions and implemented primarily by 
national security entities.2 Other strategies are much broader and include issues like non-
discrimination, justice, and inequality.3 How each Member State designs and implements its 
counter-terrorism strategy and policy has a determinant influence on respect and protection of 
a wide range of human rights that are intrinsic not only to effective counter-terrorism, but also 
to development, peace, and security. Inadequate inclusion of human rights not only weakens 
counter-terrorism progress, but can also cause human rights violations that are in themselves of 
grave concern and have negative ramifications on security, development, and humanitarian 
situations.4  
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As such, it is important to increase integration of human rights in Member States’ and UN 
counter-terrorism entities’ responses to counter-terrorism, terrorism, and crisis situations; and 
to reinforce constructive engagement between national authorities and UN entities on a human 
rights-based approach to counter-terrorism. To this end, the United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights has launched a project entitled ‘Model National Human Rights-
Based Counterterrorism Responses’, which aims to increase integration of human rights in 
Member States’ and UN counterterrorism entities’ responses to counter-terrorism, terrorism, 
and crisis situations as well as to reinforce constructive engagement between national authorities 
and UN entities on a human rights-based approach to counter-terrorism.  
  
The side event will contribute to the discussion on how human rights can be practically included 
when states design and implement counter-terrorism strategies and responses, specifically 
exploring the processes used by States to include human rights principles and to engage human 
rights entities.  
 

Objective 

To provide a platform for UN entities, States, and civil society organizations to discuss:  
 

• Measures taken by States to include a human rights-based approach in designing and 
implementing counter-terrorism strategies and responses and to engage human rights 
entities in this regard.  

• The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ project on Model 
National Human Rights-Based Counterterrorism Responses.  

  

Expected Outcomes 

• Shared experiences and key inflection points where States have included human rights in 
counter-terrorism responses.  

• Greater awareness of and opportunities for engagement with the OHCHR project on 
Model National Human Rights-Based Counterterrorism Responses.  
 

Format of the Event 

The side event is jointly organized between UN entities (OHCHR and UNOCT), civil society 
organizations (Saferworld and ICNL), and Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
to the UN. It will be held in a hybrid format that will provide for both in-person and virtual 
participation.   
 

The event will be a roundtable discussion where experts can freely exchange information, ideas, 
and challenges on the topic.  
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Target Audience  

The meeting will be attended by representatives of Member States (including host country), UN 
entities, and civil society organizations.  
  

Co-sponsors  

The Netherlands, ICNL, Saferworld, OHCHR, and UNOCT.   
  

Working languages  

The meeting will be conducted in English and with simultaneous interpretation in all UN 
languages.  

  

Contacts  

• Seh Lih Long, OHCHR (long1@un.org) or Gaynel Curry, OHCHR (gaynel.curry1@un.org)  

• Jordan Street, Saferworld (jstreet@saferworld.org.uk)  

• Nicholas Miller, ICNL (nmiller@icnl.org)  

• Bo-Joe Brands, Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the UN 
(bojoe.brans@minbuza.nl)  
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