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Concept Note 

 

Language serves as a powerful and unifying tool to connect people irrespective of their socio-

economic and cultural differences. It transcends geographical barriers and brings people together to 

work for the greater cause of humanity. Thus, the power of language is universal. Each year, on 21 

February, International Mother Language Day (IMLD) comes as a reminder of this power and the 

need for preserving the uniqueness of respective human societies and promoting their distinct values 

embodied in their languages.  

 

IMLD is being observed globally since 2000, following a proclamation by the UNESCO General 

Conference in 1999, declaring 21st of February as the International Mother Language Day. The 

initiative was taken by Bangladesh in honor of the ‘Language Martyrs,’ who made supreme sacrifices 

to uphold the dignity of their mother tongue ‘Bangla’ in 1952. UNESCO’s proclamation was 

subsequently welcomed by UN General Assembly in its multiple consensus resolutions. By observing 

IMLD each year, the UN aims to encourage linguistic diversity and multilingualism and highlights the 

importance of fraternity of languages and cultures in building a peaceful, tolerant, and inclusive 

world.  

 

The theme of this year’s IMLD “Multilingual education–a necessity to transform education”, aims to 

advocate for the transformative role of multilingual education based on mother tongue to promote 

quality, equitable and inclusive education worldwide.  The UNESCO adopted the term ‘multilingual 

education’ in 1999 to encourage multilingual education based on mother tongue where education 

begins in the first language and then other languages are introduced gradually. We live in a world 

where over 7,000 known languages cohabit; yet 2.3 billion people still lack access to education in 

their own language, making realization of inclusive education a challenge. This challenge is greater 

in multilingual societies, where lack of linguistic diversity leads to exclusion of many learners from 

the mainstream education system. Multilingual education inclusive of mother-tongue based learning 

helps overcome these challenges by underlining the importance of cultural and linguistic diversity, 

relevance of learning to learners’ lives and mutual understanding.  

 

To observe the IMLD 2023, the Permanent Missions of Bangladesh, Denmark, India, Guatemala, 

Hungary, Morocco and Timor-Leste, to the United Nations in collaboration with the UN Secretariat 

and the UNESCO will organize an event on 21st of February 2023 at 1500 to 1700 hrs at 

Conference Room-4 of the United Nations Headquarters.  

 

The event will include discussion and multi-cultural performances.   


