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NEXUS:  THE KEY TO UNLOCK INCLUSIVE SUSTAINABLE 
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Launch of Nexus Study on  
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Date: Friday, 7th October 2022; Time: 9:00 to 11:00 am (New York time) 

Venue:  Online via Zoom  

 

 

Background 

At the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016, the United Nations committed to a New Way of Working 

(NWoW) as a core Commitment to Action1, pledging to strengthen its contribution to meeting people’s 

needs, reducing vulnerabilities, and managing risk better by working together towards a collective outcome.  

This commitment coincided with the United Nations reforms implemented by Secretary-General António 
Guterrres, which aimed to have a profoundly transformative impact on the effectiveness and sustainability 

of peace, development, humanitarian work and human rights globally. These pillars within the UN are 

considered to have been fragmented for far too long, and sometimes at odds with each other, competing 

instead of collaborating for beneficial outcomes.   

 

In this context, the forward-looking, intentional design behind both the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and the African Union’s Agenda 2063 took a novel approach to the long-standing challenges. This 

approach relies on agility, communication, and coordination between the four pillars referred above, 

actively pursuing their integration over a longer period. This focus on the interlinkages between the pillars 

is often referred to as the ‘nexus’ approach. 

 

To identify ways to leverage the nexus approach2 and support African countries in addressing the challenges 

stemming from these interlinkages, the UN Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (UN-OSAA) initiated 

an extrabudgetary project on “Strengthening the Capacities of African Countries to design and implement 

policies that reinforce the nexus on peace, security, humanitarian, development and human rights for 

the accelerated implementation of the SDGs in Africa”.  In this connection, the webinar to launch the 

study at the continental level will be hosted by UN-OSAA and members of the OSAA Think Tank Network 

including the Institute for Security Studies, the Africa Center for Strategic Studies, and the African Capacity 

Building Foundation. 

 
1 The Commitment to Action was signed at the World Humanitarian Summit by the United Nations Secretary-

General and seven United Nations entities (WHO, UNDP, WFP, UNHCR, FAO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNOCHA), 

endorsed by the World Bank and the International Organization of Migration (IOM) and remains open to additional 

signatories. 

 
2 For further reading, see the Agenda for Humanity Annual Synthesis Report 2018: 

https://agendaforhumanity.org/system/files/asr/2018/Dec/Staying%20the%20course_AFH%20synthesis%20report%

202018_singles_0.pdf 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://au.int/en/agenda2063
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Objectives 

1. Provide an opportunity to discuss specific findings and recommendations from the nexus study, as 

well as the role that think tank networks can play in promoting sustainable development and durable 

peace in Africa by applying the nexus approach.  

2. Explore ways to infuse the recommendations into national policy frameworks, while strengthening 

discussions on the nexus among African policy makers and development partners to help in 

addressing the nexus issues in the wider spaces within the continent.  

3. Launch the nexus study on the continent, complementing the launch that took place in New York 

earlier in 2022. 

4. Explore the impact on policy processes relating to the SDGs and Agenda 2063. 

5. Identify joint actions to apply the nexus approach in the work of the OSAA Think Tank Network. 

 

Key output 

Web-based report of the event will be disseminated among participants and stakeholders. 

 

Format and participation 

The event will last for two hours and will be hosted virtually via the Zoom platform. It will be open to all 

participants including government officials from African Member States, as well as representatives from 

African regional organizations, the UN system, and representatives from think tanks and knowledge 

experts, civil society, academia, and the media. There will be simultaneous interpretation in English and 

French.  Registration will be required. 

 

Co-organizers 

The event is co-organized by the UN Office of the Special Adviser on Africa; the African Capacity Building 

Foundation; and the Institute for Security Studies and Africa Center for Strategic Studies, as members of 

the OSAA Think Tank Network for cluster two on ‘Sustainable development to deliver peace’. 
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Agenda 

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Ms. Juliet Wasswa-Mugambwa, Team Leader, Senior Programme Management 

Officer, UN-OSAA 

 

9:00 - 9:10 Opening remarks 

 

  Ms. Cristina Duarte, UN Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africa  

 

9:10 - 9:25  Presentation of the Study on Strengthening the capacity of African countries to design 

and implement policies that promote the nexus 

 

 Professor Alain Tschudin, Wits University School of Governance 

 

 

9:25 - 10:05 Panel discussion on the interlinkages of the ‘triple nexus’ 

 

 Professor Babafemi Badejo, Chrisland University 

 Mr. Priyal Singh, Senior Researcher, Institute for Security Studies 

 Ms. Yolande Kaboré, Sociologist, Former Peace, Development and Humanitarian 

Adviser, UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Burkina Faso 

 

10:05 - 10:50 Question and Answer Session 

 

10:50 - 11:00 Closing remarks and the way forward 

 

 Dr. Barassou Diawara, Senior Knowledge Management Expert, African Capacity 

Building Foundation 

 


