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Background 
 
The impacts of climate change are being seen and felt around the world, bringing new and previously 
unimaginable challenges to people and communities. According to the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC), extreme climate- and weather-related disasters have killed more than 
410,000 people in the last ten years, where 93% of those impacted live in low resource countries that 
contributed the least to the warning of our planet.   
 
In recent decades, extreme heat has been labelled the silent killer and has risen to become one of the 
deadliest disasters on record. In 2003, the European heatwave was responsible for more than 70,000 
excess deaths, while seven years later, the Russian heatwave killed over 55,000 people. Heatwaves impact 
developed and developing countries, but the effects are not equal and hit the most vulnerable and 
marginalized the hardest.  
 
According to the Sixth Assessment report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
the occurrence of extreme heat or heatwaves is unprecedented and will only grow with increasing global 
warming. An extreme heat event that would have occurred once in 50 years in a climate without human 
influence is now nearly five times as likely. Cities are the epicenters of heatwaves. However, in addition 
to suffering and death, heatwaves also undermine agriculture and livestock systems, degrade natural 
resources, damage infrastructure, and contribute to migration and mental and psychosocial challenges.  
 
The climate crisis is not a future concern for governments, the UN system, and humanitarians; it’s 
happening now.  To prevent a future of recurrent extreme heat events, aggressive steps are needed now. 
The single most important area of action is to slow and stop climate change by limiting global warning and 
to invest in adaptation measures targeted at extreme heat and protecting the most vulnerable.  
 
To support people impacted by extreme heat, the newly launched Extreme Heat: Preparing for the 
Heatwaves report, co-authored by OCHA, IFRC, and the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre, lays out 
five actions for humanitarian organizations, including:  
 
1. Build evidence base on the impacts of extreme heat, and provide early, actionable information to 
decision makers.  
2. Support preparedness and expand anticipatory action for heatwaves and compound disasters.  
3. Explore new and more sustainable ways of financing local action.  

https://www.ifrc.org/document/world-disasters-report-2020
https://www.ifrc.org/document/world-disasters-report-2020
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
https://www.unocha.org/story/heatwaves-account-some-deadliest-disasters-and-are-intensifying-warn-ocha-ifrc


 

4. Adapt humanitarian response to accelerating extreme heat.  
5. Deepen engagement across the development, humanitarian and climate spheres.  
 
 
This side event serves as an opportunity to discuss extreme heat as a silent killer and bring the Extreme 
Heat report to the United Nations audience in New York and to engage the diplomatic, humanitarian, and 
science communities in a discussion about the impacts of extreme heat on people and communities, but 
especially those in the most vulnerable and marginalized situations, and our governmental and 
humanitarian responses.  
 
Objectives 
 
This event will convene United Nations Member States, the United Nation humanitarian system, and the 
climate science community to unpack key findings of the “Extreme Heat: Preparing for the Heatwaves of 
the Future” report.  
 
Specifically, the event aims to:  

● Explain the report’s findings and discuss the impacts of extreme heat on people and communities, 
especially those in most vulnerable and marginalized situations; 

● Engage United Nations Member States in a discussion about how the governments are preparing 
for heat-related disasters and seeking to reduce the humanitarian impacts of these events; 

● Highlight how local and international actors understand hard and soft limitations to adaption and 
how they are working on heat adaptation, including infrastructure and risk transfer measures, 
early warning systems, and support for livelihoods; 

● Provide recommendations for governments and humanitarian organizations on how to invest in 
heat adaptation. 
 

Session Flow and Speakers  
 
Welcoming remarks by the Moderator (5 mins) 
Ms. Kathrine Holden, Head of Unit, Humanitarian Needs, Department of Communications and Advocacy, 
Norwegian Red Cross  
 
Opening remarks (15 mins, 4 mins each) 

● OCHA Representative (TBC) 
● H.E. Ms. Antje Leendertse, Permanent Representative of Germany to the UN  
● H.E. Mr. Mohamed Abushahab, Deputy Permanent Representative of UAE to the UN  

 
Setting the scene – (7 mins) 

● Mr. Greg Puley, Author, Heatwaves Report, OCHA and Ms. Roop Singh, Climate Risk Adviser, Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Climate Centre  
 

Moderated panel discussion (30 mins, 6 mins each) 
● Mr. Werner Obermeyer, Director of the WHO Office to the UN  

● Mr. Nguyen Hai Anh, Vice President and Secretary-General, Vietnam Red Cross  

● Ms. Briana Carbajal, State Legislative Manager, WE ACT for Environmental Justice 

● Ms. Joy Shumake, Project Officer, Climate and Health Office, WMO  



 

 
Open forum questions (15 mins) 
 
Discussants (5 mins) 

• UNICEF (TBC) 
 

Closing remarks (5 mins) 

• Mr. Xavier Castellanos Mosquera, Under Secretary General for National Society Development 

and Operations, IFRC   

 
 


