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High-level side event on:

 

PATHWAYS TO MORATORIUM ON THE USE OF DEATH PENALTY: 
EFFECTIVE AND GOOD PRACTICES FROM MEMBER STATES

 

co-sponsored by 
Italy, Sierra Leone, OHCHR, Amnesty International and the European Union

 

Date: 22 September 2022 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Venue: Delegation of the European Union, 666 Third Ave., 31st Floor, New York, 

(hybrid format)

PROGRAM
 

    Welcoming Remarks:

    H.E. David J. Francis, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Relations, Sierra Leone
    H.E. Marina Sereni, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Italy
    H.E. Eamon Gilmore, EU Special Representative for Human Rights

    Keynote Speech: 
    Ms. Nada Al Nashif, Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

    Remarks of the Co-chairs of the Inter-Regional Task Force on the Moratorium on Death Penalty
    H.E. Penny Wong, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Australia 
    H.E. Christian Guillermet-Fernandez, Deputy Minister of Multilateral Affairs, Costa Rica

    Panel Discussion: Experience Sharing and Supporting Processes 
    H.E. Luise Amtsberg, Federal Government Commissioner for Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Assistance, Germany 
    H.E. Ibrahim Najjar, Vice President of the International Commission on Death Penalty (ICDP)
    Mr. Dobby Chew, Director of the Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) 
    Ms. Aminata Niakate, President Ensamble contre la Peine de Mort (ECPM)

    Q&A (interventions from the floor)

    Closing Remarks:
    Ms. Agnès Callamard, Secretary General of Amnesty International 

    Moderator: 
    Mr Rio Hada, Head of Equality, Rule of Law and Development, UNOHCHR New York

 



 

 

Objectives

This is a stock-taking event 15 years since the UN General Assembly proclaimed the first ever global moratorium on the death penalty adopting Resolution
A/RES/62/149 on 18 December 2007. 

The objective of the event is to show-case Member States’ most recent good practices and supporting processes at different levels towards moratorium on
the use of the death penalty with a view to abolishing it.  The discussion will also allow to explore the technical assistance tools that can be provided by
stakeholders and the civil society to support the States’ efforts with a view to advance the implementation of calls included in UNGA moratorium resolutions

It will consist of:
- Showing cases on concrete recent experiences of Countries that have abolished the death penalty in practice or by law, signed or ratified international
instruments on the death penalty and applied moratorium.
 
- Sharing the experience of States in their efforts to move away from death penalty and promote respect for human rights and the rule of law, through
international commitments, court judgements, constitutional or legal amendments, reducing the scope of the death penalty and political leadership.
 
- Identifying good practices to support and assist Member States in their efforts to apply moratorium with a view to abolishing death penalty, through the
involvement civil society organizations, National Human Rights Institutions, national Parliaments, youth associations, victims’ families, religious groups
participation, justice and corrections system, public opinion mobilization.

Background
 
On 18 December 2007, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution supporting a moratorium on capital punishment. 104 countries voted in favor of the
Resolution, with 54 against and 29 abstaining. It was the first resolution of its kind. The resolution calls upon all States to establish a moratorium on execution
with a view to progressively restrict the use of the death penalty and reduce the number of offences for which it may be imposed, and to refrain reintroducing
the death penalty where it has been abolished.  
 
Since then, the UNGA within the context of its efforts to promote respect for international human rights and the rule of law has adopted a series of
resolutions calling on states to establish a moratorium on executions. The most recent GA resolution A/RES/75/183 adopted on 16 December 2020
welcomed progress towards abolition globally, encouraged moratorium and called upon all states to respect international standards that provide safeguards
guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty.
 
The movement towards abolishing the death penalty worldwide has been increasing rapidly and over the years, the number of states with different legal
systems, traditions, cultures and religious backgrounds that have supported the resolution on the moratorium has also increased. This global movement
towards the moratorium on the use of the death penalty continues to be in the agenda of a large spectrum of international organizations, academia, and
individuals.
 
Despites those growing calls for a moratorium on executions, the death penalty continues to be applied in many member states and disproportionately
impacting those from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds and individuals from marginalized groups.

To achieve a universal moratorium, there is a need for leaders of the world to engage in a constructive dialogue with all relevant stakeholders including
national human rights institutions, members of parliaments, religious leaders, and human rights defenders to address issues such as public opinion’s
understanding and need for comprehensive reforms and resources) to deliver better protection from most the serious crime.
 
Against this background, Italy, Sierra Leone, OHCHR, Amnesty International and the European Union will hold a side event during the High-level opening
segment of the 77th session of the GA to discuss effective and good practices or countries’ initiatives on their paths towards the abolition of the death
penalty or the application of a moratorium with a view to abolishing death penalty.


