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Background 
 
In 2006, upon request of the Government of Burundi and the UN Security Council, Burundi 
became one of the first countries to be included on the agenda of the Peacebuilding Commission 
(PBC). In 2007, under the Chairmanship of Norway, the Configuration brought together UN and 
regional actors, international financial institutions, parliamentarians, and civil society to create the 
strategic framework for peace consolidation in Burundi. This first action was part of the support 
for the ceasefire and in the context of a transition from the ONUB peacekeeping mission to the 
UN’s Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB). With this, the PBC began its support to Burundi 
through the country’s initial post-conflict phase.  
 
Since then, the PBC has supported Burundi during several key milestones in its path to peace and 
stability. After Switzerland assumed the Chairmanship in 2009, the Configuration accompanied 
Burundi in its 2010 elections, closely following the work of the National Independent Electoral 
Commission. Favoring the approach of national ownership, mutual accountability and sustained 
partnership, the PBC mobilized partners to address factors of vulnerability and strengthen socio-
economic resilience in Burundi, with a donors' conference in Geneva in 2012, and also supported 
the first work of the National Independent Commission on Human Rights (CNIDH), and the 
Commission for Truth and Reconciliation. The PBC engaged the attention of bilateral and 
multilateral partners to the needs identified in humanitarian response plans and refugee repatriation 
and reintegration plans. In partnership with the World Bank, the PBC supported the government's 
efforts in the area of nutrition. Through several visits, the PBC also accompanied Burundi in 
preparing for its 2015 and 2020 elections and adapted to the challenging political context.  
 
The 2020 general elections and the peaceful accession to power of President Evariste 
Ndayishimiye, ushered in a new chapter in Burundi. In his inaugural address, President 
Ndayishimiye articulated the six priorities of good governance; public health; agriculture; 
socioeconomic infrastructure; youth employment; social protection of retirees and vulnerable 
persons; and peace and reconciliation. With this, the PBC has recently focused on mobilizing and 
sustaining international support for Burundi’s national priorities and socio-economic development. 
In December 2020 the Security Council requested the Secretary-General to cease his periodic 
reporting on the situation in Burundi in recognition of peace gains and an improved security 
situation. The Security Council further encouraged the continued engagement of the Peacebuilding 
Commission as a viable platform for dialogue between Burundi and its partners and encouraged 
Burundi to maximise these opportunities for resource mobilization and in support of the National 
Development Plan (NDP) 2018-2027. In addition to exchanges on the NDP, the PBC engaged 
Burundi on the overall scope, guiding principles and objectives of its National Programme for 
Peace Capitalization, Social Stability and the Promotion of Economic Growth, which seeks to 



 

 

operationalize the government’s strategic priorities and is aligned with the NDP and the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
As Burundi has made progress on its path to sustainable peace and development, the country has 
been assisting other countries affected by conflict and instability by providing contingent troops 
as peacekeepers to peace operations in Somalia, the Central African Republic and Mali. 
Additionally, Burundi has taken on leadership roles in the Great Lakes region, most recently as 
Chair of the East African Community, and is playing an increasingly active role in PBC 
engagement on the Great Lakes.  
 
On 10 November, in recognition of the positive contributions and support of the PBC to Burundi 
over the years, Burundi initiated the transition from the Configuration framework in the context of 
a meeting chaired by the Configuration Chair, which would allow for the discussion and 
consideration of other forms of cooperation with the Commission.  
 
In parallel to PBC support, the Peacebuilding Fund has invested a total of $93 million in Burundi 
since 2007, supporting the implementation of the peace process and recovery efforts in the 
immediate post-conflict period and investing increasingly over the years in supporting social 
cohesion at community-level, including in areas with IDP and returnees, and in the empowerment 
and inclusion of women and youth. Since 2015, the PBF’s engagement with youth, women, and 
returnees, was aligned with the demands and expectations of the government that the UN and 
international partners focus on socio-economic development. Looking forward, Burundi remains 
eligible to receive funding under the Peacebuilding and Recovery Facility (PRF) for an additional 
five years after the close of the Configuration. The Fund will continue to invest in support of the 
Government and civil society’s efforts to capitalize on peace and to ensure catalytic interventions 
that support youth inclusion, women’s empowerment and innovative projects that leverage public-
private partnerships to complement its current active portfolio of $9.5 million.  
 
For its part, the UN and its Country Team (UNCT) will remain committed to supporting, in a 
coordinated manner, actions to achieve the results of the UN Development Assistance Framework 
2019-2023, thereby supporting the priorities of the Burundian government contained in the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027, including the achievement Sustainable Development 
Goals and the 2030 Development Agenda. Building on the priorities identified through the PBF 
activities and previous engagement with the Government of Burundi, and in preparation for 
developing the new UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework, the UNCT engaged 
on a series of consultations with the government. They identified five key results: inclusive and 
sustainable food systems, strengthened governance and inclusive economic growth, social 
protection for the most vulnerable, access to social services, and natural resources management 
and addressing climate change. The work that will be achieved will build on the milestones 
established under the PBF, notably through the peace capitalization strategy that will foster an 
environment conducive to achieve the agreed upon goals with the government.  

Purpose of the meeting 

• To review the engagement of the PBC Burundi Configuration and transition to other 
forms of engagement between the PBC and Burundi 



 

 

• To discuss the way forward and explore areas of cooperation between Burundi and the 
international community 

• To highlight areas for future peacebuilding activities, such as women’s empowerment 

Guiding Questions 
 

• What are the lessons learned in the PBC’s accompaniment of Burundi that can be shared 
in support of countries in the immediate post-conflict phase? 

• Which development priorities in Burundi need the continued support of the international 
community? 

• What support can the PBC offer to Burundi after the conclusion of the Burundi 
Configuration? 
 

Agenda 
 
· Opening remarks by the Chair of the PBC Burundi Configuration, H.E. Ms. Pascale Baeriswyl 
 
· Remarks by: 

• Permanent Representative of Burundi to the UN, H.E. Mr. Zéphyrin Maniratanga 
• UN Resident Coordinator in Burundi, Mr. Damien Mama 
• Ms. Christine Ntahe, President of the Burundian Red Cross 
• Ms. Marie Salomé Ndabahariye, Administrator Director-General, Women’s 

Investment and Development Bank (BIDF) 
o BIDF beneficiary Ms. Élaine Niyonzima 
o BIDF beneficiary (TBC) 

 
· Interventions from the floor 
 
· Concluding remarks by the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, Ms. 
Elizabeth Spehar 
 
· Closing remarks 


