
 

Secretary-General’s Virtual Townhall Meeting 

The sixty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

Tuesday 16th March (10:15am-11:15am EST)  

 

Concept Note 

1. Background  

As we entered what was intended to be a milestone year for gender equality in 2020, it was clear that decades 

of efforts had made real progress including in relation to girls education, maternal mortality, women’s 

political participation, economic inclusion, and participation in the labor force among others. In the past year 

however these hard-won gains made since the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action have been placed 

at risk. Whether in education, health, income generation, representation of women, or safety and security, 

COVID-19 has exacerbated existing inequalities across all aspects of life for women, girls, and their 

communities. Just the impact of lost education for children, especially girls, is likely to have intergenerational 

impacts for many.  

In line with the priority theme of the sixty-fifth session of the Commission on Status of Women, women must 

be the architects as well as the beneficiaries a post-COVID-19 recovery and reset. The Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action emphasizes the need to address inequality between men and women in the sharing of 

power and highlights women’s equal access to and full participation in decision-making as a critical strategy 

for achieving equality for women and girls. It also emphasizes that all people have an equal right to participate 

in their country’s government through public office and informal leadership. Women’s participation in 

executive, legislative, judicial, and public administrative decision-making, as well as in civil society through 

women’s groups, networks, and community-based organizations, is crucial to rebuilding an inclusive, justice, 

sustainable and equal world.  

As in all crises, women’s civil society organizations have been at the front line of response, sharing accurate 

and life-saving information and public health messaging, building institutional trust and community 

resilience, and helping inform and engage marginalized communities. Even in conditions of threatened or 

shrinking civic space, civil society and youth advocates have remained devoted to ensuring the inclusion of 

their communities in institutional recovery plans. While movement restrictions have limited the ability of civil 

society to gather and engage, the shift to life online has opened opportunities to hear from and engage new 

voices, especially those of young people.  

It is in the spirit of civil society’s unwavering commitment to the advancement of gender equality that the 

sixty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women will consider, as its priority theme, women’s 

full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for 

achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. Placing women and girls at the 

centre of preparedness, response and recovery could finally bring the genuine change that women’s rights 

groups have long advocated for. 



 

2. Participation 

The virtual townhall will be the Secretary-General’s annual consultation with women’s civil society. It will 

provide an opportunity on the occasion of the sixty-fifth session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

for women’s civil society organisations to engage with the Secretary-General on the session’s priority theme: 

women's full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination of 

violence, for achieving gender equality and the rights of all women and girls. The virtual townhall will also 

build upon discussions from the Secretary-General’s virtual meeting with women’s civil society in light of the 

COVID-19 crisis, addressing ways to build back better and continue protecting and promoting women’s rights 

and agency within this new context. 

Format 

• The event will take place on Webex and will be webcast on UN TV, as well as on Facebook Live.  

• Participation on the platform itself will be by invitation only, however the broadcast will be live to 

the public.  

• The session will take place in English. Interpretation for broadcast is to be confirmed.  

Programme 

10:15 – 10:17 – Welcome by the Executive Director, UN Women (2 mins) 

10:17 – 10:27 – Opening remarks by Secretary-General (10 mins) 

10:27 – 11:10 – Moderated discussion (43 mins) 

11:10 – 11:15 – Concluding remarks by the Secretary-General (5 mins)  


