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With the participation of:  

   

 

The Global Food Crisis, a Global Protection Crisis: its impact on Refugees, 
Internally Displaced People and Host Communities  

High Level Event ahead of UNGA77 High-Level Week 

Thursday, 15 September 2022, 10:00 – 11:30 am EDT 
Conference Room 6, General Assembly Building 

United Nations Headquarters 
Broadcast on UN Web TV 

 
1. Background 

 
Food insecurity is both a driver of forced displacement and an outcome of displacement in general. Droughts 
in the East and Horn of Africa and the Sahel, as well as the global impact of the Ukraine crisis in the Middle 
East and Asia are resulting in devastating levels of food insecurity which is propelling displacement – both 
within countries but also across borders. In Somalia alone, more than 1 million people have been displaced 
due to food insecurity, of which 750,000 this year alone, some of them remaining within the borders and 
others crossing into Kenya. In Afghanistan, food consumption among communities dramatically decreased 
between mid-2021 and spring 2022, with approximately 50% of the assessed populations having to reduce 
their food intakei.   

The number of people faced with acute food insecurity and in need of urgent assistance is rising dramatically 
due to the combination of conflict, displacement, economic shocks, climate shocks and the protracted effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The global food security situation has also been exacerbated by the crisis in 
Ukraine with a decrease in food exports and supplies, rising food and energy prices, which have in turn 
reduced the levels of food assistance and increased the level of public debt. According to WFP projections, 
the number of acute food insecure people could increase by 47 million in 2022, with largest increases in sub-
Sahara Africa. According to FAO simulations, the number of undernourished people globally could increase 
by between 7.6 and 13.1 million people in 2022 and 2023 respectively, as a result of the ripple effects of the 
conflict in Ukraineii. In total, the IFRC predicts that over 200 million people will need humanitarian assistance 
by 2050, due to conflict, climate and weather extremes, and economic shocks that are impacting food, water, 
shelter and other essential needs and services.  
 
Alongside rising food insecurity, protection risks continue to escalate at a rapid pace, with the number of 
people in need of protection jumping 38%, from 110 million in 2021 to 150 million at the start of 2022. Food 
insecurity creates new protection risks and exacerbates existing ones. The global food crisis is also a 
protection crisis.  
 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000138155/download/
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9236en/cb9236en.pdf
https://www.ifrc.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/2019-IFRC-CODN-EN.pdf
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Refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) are among the most vulnerable to acute food insecurity and 
malnutrition, as they have already lost assets and means of subsistence, had their community-based safety  
nets disrupted and lack access to national social protection systems. According to WFP and FAO, almost all 
hot-spot countries with the highest projected acute food insecurity (IPC 3 and above) are either hosting 
refugees, or are affected by internal displacement, or bothiii. Afghanistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, and Yemen – all countries affected heavily by forced displacement – are mentioned as the countries 
representing the highest concern for possibly developing catastrophic conditions (IPC 5) in 2022 iv. In addition, 
WFP food assessments have consistently shown that refugees and IDPs are often the most vulnerable 
population groups in any given country given the litany of challenges they face.  
 
Displacement often leads to breakdowns in family and community support systems, loss of assets and 
income, increased household indebtment. Faced with reduced or no alternatives, increasing numbers of 
households and of individuals, especially women and girls, resort to harmful coping strategies including 
skipping/reducing meals or opting for less nutritious food, with negative effects on health and well-being, 
particularly for pregnant and lactating women; taking loans on interest and increasing indebtment; selling of 
assets, thus undermining self-reliance. Other harmful coping strategies may include begging, engaging 
children in labour (including in its worst forms), interrupting education, resorting to child marriage to obtain 
alternative sources of income, or engaging in the sale or exchange of sex. This in turn has immediate 
consequences on the protection environment, with increasing risks of marginalisation, abuse and 
exploitation, various forms of Gender-Based Violence, intercommunal tensions.  

In contexts with more severe restrictions on the rights of asylum-seekers and refugees, refugees and migrants 
often lack access to work permits and employment, land, freedom of movement, access to financial services 
and social protection, and thus can be highly dependent on humanitarian assistance to meet their basic 
needs. In some 19 countries out of 42 countries where WFP and UNHCR are supporting refugees 
humanitarian assistance has been reduced due to funding shortfalls and refugees are struggling to meet their 
food and other basic needs. 

UNHCR, WFP and our partners are providing integrated life-saving and self-reliance support, including 
specialized protection services, but with serious gaps in funding those interventions cannot be scaled up or 
are even curtailed. Strategic protection-sensitive multi-sectoral engagement supported by governments, the 
donor community, international financial institutions (IFI), civil society, and the private sector is required to 
restore food security or otherwise mitigate the impact of reductions in food assistance. In the mid and long 
term, local food systems must be transformed, inclusive national social protection systems upheld, and 
opportunities expanded for economic inclusion to increase coping capabilities and refugee and IDP well-
being. UNHCR and WFP are working closely with FAO, IFRC  and the World Bank, to expand the partnership 
and include refugees and IDPs in food security, nutrition, and resilience programming. IFRC together with its 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is developing longer-term programming to address the root 
causes of food insecurity by building on their previous successes and work in support of governments’ plans 
and frameworks to restore the resilience of the most impoverished communities, including displaced 
population; both through humanitarian assistance and support to smallholder farmers and social protection 
systems. IOM and WFP are deploying a Minimum Response Package modality for displaced communities in 
Somalia to provide a multisectoral response including cash, shelter, nutrition, health, and access to water.  
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2. Objectives 
 

• Highlight the exponential growth of needs due to the global food crisis, in particular the acute 
vulnerability of displaced populations—noting that food insecurity is both an outcome and driver of 
displacement.  

• Amplify the key message that refugee and IDP populations are not only facing protection challenges and 
acute food insecurity as a result of the global food crisis, but also heightened protection risks in a vicious 
cycle of deprivation and perilous survival strategies. 

• Highlight the protection risks and implications of acute food insecurity among refugee populations and 
IDPs, and the potential of risks being exacerbated further.  

• Highlight life-saving protection interventions and outcomes and showcase good practices in expanding 
livelihood opportunities and promote self-reliance and inclusion; 

• Highlight the barriers and challenges in moving towards self-reliance and local integration (legal, 
economic, and social).  

• Understand how refugee-hosting member states are addressing the increase in needs due to the global 
crisis and the policy and financial dilemmas they face in ensuring broad-based support to a range of 
vulnerable populations. 

• Advocate for bilateral and multilateral donors’ support to the most food-insecure refugee and IDP-
hosting countries, in the spirit of burden sharing promoted by the Global Compact on Refugees; 
enhancing the ability of poor and vulnerable populations, including refugees and other displaced 
populations, to cope with adversity.  

 

3. Key messages 
 

• Food insecurity increases protection risks. Protection risks related to or resulting from food insecurity 
are severe and rising, in particular for vulnerable groups like refugees and displaced people. 

• The food security crisis is also a protection crisis. Protection interventions can be lifesaving.  

• Strategic multi-sectoral engagement is required to ensure that food insecure populations and particularly 
refugees and IDPs, can meet their urgent food, nutrition, and protection needs. Food assistance 
conceived and implemented without due attention to the larger displacement context can have a 
negative impact on protection outcomes more broadly.  

• Barriers to the local integration and self-reliance of refugees and IDPs can be addressed in partnership 
with host-communities and governments.  

• Timely mobilization of flexible, multi-year and unearmarked funding is needed to facilitate a multi-
sectoral and rapid protection-driven response in food insecure countries affected by displacement, and 
in the longer term refugee inclusion in government response mechanisms, investment in resilience and 
self-reliance, and strong engagement of development actors and IFI. 

 
4. Format and participation  

 
The High-Level event will take place in person prior to the 77th Session of the UN General Assembly High-
Level Week, scheduled for 15 September. Some speakers will join virtually. It will be a panel event co-hosted 
by UNHCR, WFP and the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations and involve interested 
Member States, affected countries and food security actors. 
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5. Run of show 

  
 

Setting the Scene / opening remarks        20 min 

- Mr. Raouf Mazou, Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, UNHCR (moderator)   
- Ms. Valerie Guarnieri, Assistant Executive Director, WFP (virtual) 
- H.E. Mr. Adrian Hauri, Deputy Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the UN 

Moderated roundtable discussion with pre-defined questions (order to be decided):  40 min 

- H.E. Mr. Yoseph Kassaye Yoseph, Deputy Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to the UN 
- Video message by UNHCR Representative Yemen and UNHCR Partner NGO  
- Mr. Nouhoum Maiga, Secretary-General of the Mali Red Cross Society (virtual) 
- Mr. Alan Jorge Bojanic Helbingen, FAO Representative in Colombia (virtual) 
- Ms. Ugochi Daniels, Deputy Director of Operations, IOM (virtual) 
- Ms. Dorte Verner, Lead Agriculture Economist in the Agriculture and Food Global Practice, World 

Bank     

Interventions from the floor         15 min 

Remarks towards the end – WFP        5 min  

Wrap-up / Closing remarks by moderator       5 min  

 

 
i Ref: UNHCR/NRC Protection monitoring index. See also https://dtm.iom.int/reports/afghanistan-mobility-dynamics-
one-year. 
ii Hunger Hotspots - FAO-WFP early warnings on acute food insecurity - June to September 2022 Outlook 
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000139904/download/?_ga=2.13574004.2134344741.1654890341-
67065628.1637678351 
iii WFP/FAO ibid. page 12 
iv WFP/FAO ibid. page 13 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/afghanistan-mobility-dynamics-one-year
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/afghanistan-mobility-dynamics-one-year
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000139904/download/?_ga=2.13574004.2134344741.1654890341-67065628.1637678351
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000139904/download/?_ga=2.13574004.2134344741.1654890341-67065628.1637678351

