
           

High-level Event of the Group of Friends of Mediation  

Engaging youth in mediation – a step towards lasting peace  

 Thursday 27 September 2018 at 12:00-1:30 pm, UNHQ, CR 2 

We are now increasingly aware that youth is “the missing peace” in our peace and security work. Any 

attempt to secure a more peaceful future is particularly relevant for young people because the future is 

theirs.  As Secretary-General Guterres has argued, “We must commit to engaging young people fully – not 

as a symbol or to simply check a box.  The goal must be meaningful participation.” Still, we rarely see or 

hear the voices of young people in mediation processes and their participation at peace tables remains 

limited. A stronger inclusion of youth is a pre-requisite for achieving lasting peace. It is on this basis that 

the Group of Friends of Mediation is organizing a High-Level Event on the role of youth in mediation in 

the margins of the UN General Assembly High-Level week.  

Taking the Youth, Peace and Security agenda forward 

United Nations Security Council Resolutions 2250 (2015) and 2419 (2018) on Youth, Peace and Security 

promote the idea of youth as a positive force towards peace and emphasize the role young men and 

women could play in conflict prevention and resolution, including mediation. This recognition of young 

people’s positive roles as potential agents of social change represents a departure from the dominant 

narratives around youth, which still tend to center around young men as perpetrators of violence and 

young women as victims. We must also be careful, however, not to replace one set of assumptions with 

another and romanticize all young people as working for peace. The Youth, Peace and Security agenda 

helps us challenge assumptions, recognize the work of those youth not involved in violence, and find ways 

to meaningfully include them in political discussions, including peace and other mediation processes. 

Those engaged in peace processes should prioritize listening to the young people in their constituencies, 

and expand the avenues for young men and women to take part in decision-making processes at all levels. 

This can help build trust between decision-makers and young men and women, and in time lead to 

increased youth engagement in the negotiation and implementation of peace agreements.  

The Group of Friends of Mediation – a strong voice for stronger mediation efforts 

The United Nations Group of Friends of Mediation promotes the use of mediation in the peaceful 

settlement of disputes, conflict prevention and resolution, and generates support for the development of 

“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and innovation. Empowered, 

they can be key agents for development and peace.”  

Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the UN 



mediation. The membership of 48 Member States, the United Nations and seven regional and other 

international organizations give a strong voice for stronger mediation efforts. 

Four unanimously-adopted UNGA Resolutions have strengthened the role of mediation and the Group 

has succeeded in increasing awareness of mediation within the United Nations and its Member States. 

The latest resolution 70/304 (2016) recognizes the important role that various regional, sub-regional, 

national, local and civil society actors can play, acknowledging also women’s groups and youth 

organizations. 

We cannot afford to leave youth in the margins 

The numbers speak for themselves: nearly a quarter of the world’s 1,8 billion people aged 18 to 29 live in 

situations of violence. An inclusive approach to peacebuilding is necessary to achieve good quality and 

long-lasting results. Sustaining peace requires the meaningful participation of a wide range of actors from 

different parts of civil society in peace processes, and ensuring young men and women have a voice and 

a meaningful role. We need to harness the positive potential of peace-building initiatives where both 

young women and men are involved, while also reaching out to marginalized young people.  

Event and meeting format 

This year, the Group of Friends will organize a high-level event, which is open to all United Nations 

Member States. The event provides an important platform to highlight the importance of our collective 

responsibility to strengthen the role of mediation in the peaceful settlement of disputes, conflict 

prevention and resolution with special attention given to the youth. 

The event is hosted by the Foreign Ministers of Finland and Turkey, the co-chairs of the Group of Friends. 

The discussion will be held in panel format, and include the Secretary-General’s Youth Envoy. After the 

panel discussion, the floor will be open for the other Ministers.  

Objective 

The discussion aims to: 

 Draw attention to the roles and contributions of young men and women as catalysts for peace 

and security, particularly in mediation processes.  

 Explore ideas on how to develop concrete and practical suggestions for the inclusion of youth in 

conflict prevention, resolution and mediation processes, including when negotiating and 

implementing peace agreements. 

 Exchange views on how to reach out to marginalized young people to ensure their perspectives 

are taken into account in peace processes. 

The United Nations is strongly committed to listening to the voices of young people – and 

opening pathways for meaningful participation in decisions that affect them.  

UN Secretary-General António Guterres 


