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INTRODUCTION 

The Initiative "Good Human Rights Stories" (GHRS) is a coalition of countries1 working at 

multilateral, bilateral and national level to improve human rights in their own countries and 

make a positive impact internationally. The central focus is to share good human rights stories 

that inspire political commitment to continued implementation of human rights-based 

policies, and open consultative processes in all fields by identifying, sharing, showcasing, and 

promoting positive examples.  

The Good Human Rights Stories Initiative aims to complement the important work being 

carried out to promote a positive narrative on human rights by different states and human 

rights bodies, including human rights defenders, civil society, the Human Rights Council, the 

UN General Assembly Third Committee and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights as well as other good governance and sustainable development initiatives.  

OBJECTIVE  

To convey the importance of cross fertilisation of good practices, this year's event celebrates 

human rights progress on economic, social and cultural rights and identifies those stories 

that pave the way for an adequate standard of living for all. The theme is broad enough to 

capture a wide range of good human rights stories and focused enough to tease out the 

breakthrough policies with desirable impact.  

The members of the coalition will renew their engagement to promote progress in human 

rights and recall their commitment to fight for ever more resilient democracies, peaceful and 

inclusive societies "leaving no one behind".  

New members will be announced at the event. New members will be invited on the basis of 

their good human rights stories and their role of positive influencers in multilateral human 

rights fora. 

FORMAT AND PROGRAMME 

The EU and the coalition of the GHRSI will host an official high-level side event at the 

UNGA Ministerial Week on Thursday 26th September from 10-11:30 at Conference Room 2 

at the UN building in New York, gathering Ministers from the coalition and high level 

officials from International Human Rights fora.  

• The event will open with a photo op with all GHRSI coalition members as well as new 

members, and the adoption of a political pledge where the coalition reiterates its 

commitment to take concrete actions to promote Human Rights progress nationally, 

regionally and globally. 

                                                             
1 In addition to the EU, current members are: Argentina, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chile, Georgia, Ghana, 

Indonesia, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, The Gambia, Tunisia and Uruguay.  
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• A short "teaser" video on the GHRS Initiative and this year's theme, followed by a key 

note speech from HCHR Ms Bachelet and the EU HRVP Mogherini. 

• Ministerial level panel discussion moderated by EUSR for Human Rights, Eamon 

Gilmore. High Level EU Representation and Ministers from the coalition will discuss 

and feature selected stories and experiences that address progress in economic, social 

and cultural rights and offer a reflection on the contribution of human rights to the 

development of "quality lives" in their respective countries. The panel will address 

questions such as:  

� How has your national experience/story contributed to build quality lives in 

your country? 

� How can your experience be broadened nationally or beyond your county to 

reach more people? 

� How can your experience contribute to improve the narrative on human rights? 

� What are the concrete next steps that you envisage to promote the Initiative at 

national, regional or multilateral level?  

• Contributions/interventions from the floor by other coalition members and also from 

civil society are welcome. 

All participants are encouraged to tweet using the handles: #GoodHumanRightStories, 

#Stories2Inspire, #EU4HumanRights and #BuildingQualityLives 

Founding members as well as new members are invited to share videos with testimonials and 

more detailed information of Good Human Rights Stories on economic, social and cultural 

Rights to be published on the website: https://goodhumanrightsstories.net. 

All relevant information related to the event, including the political pledge will be posted on 

the above mentioned website.   

BACKGROUND 

The “Good Human Rights Stories Initiative” (GHRSI) aims at highlighting the positive 

narrative of progress being made to promote and protect human rights in a number of 

countries across the globe.  As such, it aims to be a source of cross fertilisation of good 

practises at a national, regional and global level.  

The GHRSI was launched in the margins of the UN General Assembly in September 2018 in 

New York with high level political representation from the 14 participating countries from 

around the world, from the EU with HRVP Mogherini, as well as HCHR Bachelet, and 

UNSG Guterres. Subsequently a follow up event took place in Geneva, the United Nation’s 

capital for human rights, on 13 February 2019 ahead of the 40th session of the Human Rights 

Council. Ambassadors from the member countries of the GHRSI coalition presented stories 

about positive examples from their countries over a broad range of issues.  
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The members assert respect for human rights as a founding value and a central pillar of their 

internal and external action. They celebrate their individual and collective ownership of 

human rights and affirm their solid desire to continue improving their own human rights 

development and supporting through good stories both themselves and others who wish to 

take a similar path.  

The members commit to strive to promote fundamental government priorities, including 

sustainable development, security, social justice and resilience, gender equality, non-

discrimination and inclusiveness, based on the respect for universal human rights and human 

dignity, good governance, the rule of law, independent democratic institutions and open 

consultations with civil society, also pursuant to the United Nations 2030 Agenda and the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

They neither view nor present themselves as “perfect” examples of human rights, but rather as 

countries committed to strive for continued improvement in all fields. 

The coalition members recognise the importance of UN human rights mechanisms and aspire 

to work closely with UN Special Procedures. They also acknowledge the positive role of 

National Human Rights Institutions and other similar national bodies and commit to take 

necessary actions to guarantee the adequate resourcing and independence in their work. 

By taking part in this Initiative, members undertake to meet annually in Geneva and New 

York at Ministerial level with the participation, as appropriate, of academics, business 

representatives, civil society, and other experts, in order to discuss and promote positive 

human rights practices and experiences on a different topic each time, and to foster 

partnerships to support the promotion and protection of human rights domestically and 

globally.  

The members of the coalition may also support each other and exchange “good stories” at 

bilateral, regional, cross-regional or multilateral meetings outside of New York and Geneva 

on human rights topics of their choosing, with the aim to share experiences and good practices 

inspiring others and thereby strengthening the Initiative.    

The coalition is open to new members who subscribe to the founding principles outlined 

above. 

 


