
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE WINNING PATH 

Paralympic sports and the realization of the full potential of every person 

June 15, 2022 1:15pm, UNHQ CR9 

 

BACKGROUND 

As signatory states of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), Israel and 

Germany have been leaders in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. We have participated actively 

in the Conference of State Parties (COSP) in recent years, including through high-level delegations from our 

respective capitals, and by holding side events that emphasize our respective activities in this field. These events 

have constituted a platform for mutual sharing of experience accumulated in various areas of the promotion and 

protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. 

 

As part of the upcoming COSP15, to be held from 14th through 16th of June 2022, the Permanent Missions of 

Germany and Israel will hold a side event focusing on Paralympic sports and on how sport activities increases 

self-confidence and quality of life. This topic will further illustrate that sports in all spheres of activity level is 

key for inclusion, and inclusion is fundamental for democracy. Therefore, the right to equal participation in 

sporting activities is enshrined in Article 30(5) of the UNCRPD. This event will provide an opportunity to 

highlight and share among others accumulated experiences in the field of Paralympic sports and the challenges 

athletes face on their path to the Paralympic games. 

 

THE WINNING PATH 

Israel and Germany believe that there is no place for discrimination between people, including and particularly 

on the basis of disability - but that providing equal opportunities should be the norm, as pinned down in the 

UNCRPD, thus allowing each person equal participation and the opportunity to demonstrate their uniqueness. 

 

By bringing together successful Paralympic athletes and high-level government officials from both Germany 

and Israel, we seek to send a powerful message that sport is a great way to realize the full potential of every 

person and to strengthen social cohesion. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

THE ATHLETES 

Verena Bentele was born in Lindau, Germany, in 1982. She has vision impairment, and participated in the 

Nordic Skiing competitions in the B1 classification in the 1998, 2002 and 2006 Winter Paralympics, winning a 

total of 12 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze medals. Since 2018 Ms. Bentele is the president of Sozialverband VdK 

Deutschland e.V., representing the socially disadvantaged in Germany.  

Doron Shaziri was born in Israel in 1967. He lost his leg during his military service, and participated in the 

Shooting competition in the SH1 classification from the 1996 through the 2020 Paralympic Games, winning a 

total of 5 silver and 3 bronze medals. Doron designs and builds specialized and customized wheelchairs, 

including for Paralympic athletes, dancers with disabilities and more.     

 

 

DATE and FORMAT 

The event will be held on 15 June 2022 at 10 am in Conference Room 9 (accessible) and will be broadcast live 

on UN Web TV.  

 

Opening Remarks 

 Ambassador Antje Leendertse, Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations 

 Kobi Matza, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Justice, Israel 

 Andrew Parsons, President of the International Paralympic Committee (Pre-recorded message) 

Keynote Speakers 

  Doron Shaziri, Athlete in the Paralympic Games 1996-2020 (after short video introduction) 

  Verena Bentele, Athlete in the Paralympic Games 1998-2006 (after short video introduction) 

Interactive discussion 

 Jürgen Dusel, Commissioner for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Germany 

 Dan Rashal, Commissioner for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Israel 

Q&A 

 

 

RSVP LINK 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfggru5mShonbY9snCaQnTkdWgnxsuYNPRTZu7Jcg3qWCxp4A/viewform?usp=sf_link

