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13:15-13:30 Welcome remarks 

 

Mher Margaryan, Permanent Representative of Armenia to the UN  

Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator (TBC) 

 

13:30 – 14:15          Panel discussion on Regional and Country Experiences in tackling Energy 

Efficiency 

Panelists: 

Mr. Tigran Avinyan, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia 

Mr. Zamirbek Askarov, Deputy Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Mr. Vassily Nebenzia, Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the UN 

Mr. Valentin Rybakov, Permanent Representative of Belarus to the UN 

Mr. Kairat Umarov, Permanent Representative of Kazakhstan to the UN 

Mr. Dmitry Mariyasin, UNDP Resident Representative in Armenia 

 

14:15 – 14:30 Q&A, Discussion, Closing 



 

“Investing into Climate Smart Economies: Energy Efficiency for SDG 13” 

A Side Event 

On the Margins of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

Monday, 15 July 2019, 13:15-14:30 

UNHQ Conference Room 3 

Concept Note 

 

Background  

Why Energy Efficiency? 

Globally, energy efficiency is an increasingly important topic of the national development agendas, as 

countries shift to Climate Smart Economies, looking for increased competitiveness and technological 

transformation through research, innovation and application of tailored financial instruments.  The International 

Energy Agency in its recent analysis underlines that energy efficiency gains alone could allow the world by 

2040 to extract twice as much economic value from the energy it uses compared to today. The energy efficiency 

actions would reduce energy bills for consumers by more than $500 billion dollars per year, lower energy 

imports and cut air pollution in cities – a key issue for many countries.  

Energy Efficiency will also become a key enabler for achievement of several inter-related Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) – especially SDG 6, SDG 13, as well as for SDG1 and SDG 10 (energy poverty is 

often a key element of multi-dimensional poverty of the most vulnerable and excluded communities). 

From the climate perspective, energy efficiency measures are among the most cost-effective actions to 

reduce emissions and mitigate the climate change.  Fossil fuel use for energy is the primary source of carbon 

dioxide, which accounts for two third of all global greenhouse gas emissions. Mandatory energy efficiency 

regulations such as minimum energy performance standards and energy efficiency obligations have resulted in 

significant energy savings and emission reductions worldwide.  

A regional perspective: challenges and solutions 

Despite the challenges, the EAEU countries have gained considerable practical experience in improving 

energy efficiency: new technologies have been developed and introduced, appropriate equipment is being 

produced, and new national programs are in place.  

Efforts to promote energy saving among population shall have a continuing nature. To realize the full potential, 

the following key policies are yet to be tackled: 

• Improvement of the management system in the field of energy saving and energy efficiency enhancement; 

• Development of a technical regulation system; 

• Provision of financing for energy saving through co-financing or subsidizing programs; 

• Awareness raising on energy saving benefits. 

Partnership for Energy Efficiency: role of multilateral platforms and global climate finance 

Multi-sectoral partnerships, leveraging finance, knowledge and expertise can be a key instrument in 

addressing the challenges in Energy Efficiency. The energy efficiency aspects in building, lighting sectors 

and consumer energy appliances labeling were recognized as among the most cost efficient and high saving 



potential measures. These sectors has been prioritized in both the work of the key multilateral organizations and 

the donor assistance support programs as an intervention with the greatest social and economic co-benefits.  

The UNDP is among the key partners in improving Energy Efficiency, in close partnership with the 

Global Environmental Facility and the Green Climate Fund. UNDP is helping countries shape policy and 

regulatory framework under the Paris Agreement through reducing barriers for implementation, promoting early 

actions, building partnerships and leveraging climate finance.  

Discussion points 

In this context, the Side Event will focus on the following suggested questions: 

 What are the effective models of collaboration to help scale up energy efficiency financing and 

investments targeting climate action? 

 How can innovation across multiple areas promote technologies, business models and societal behavior 

and education to achieve sustainable, low-carbon growth and development? 

 How to advance Energy Efficiency Legislation and Standards to make sure that Energy Efficiency 

measures become enablers for achievement of the SDGs? 

Organizers 

Permanent Mission of Armenia to the UN in partnership with the Eurasian Economic Union and the UN 

Development Programme. 

Format 

The side event will be held in the form of a panel discussion, with a Q&A following the presentations by the 

panelists. 

 


