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Text placeholder
In “The thread that binds – A global conversation on volunteerism and resilience", 
we will hear the voices and perspectives from some of the one billion volunteers 
who are strengthening resilience in local communities. The event will launch the 
State of the World’s Volunteerism Report 2018 and lead a conversation between 
Member States, volunteers and development partners on how to best empower 
communities to help deliver the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Nineteen Voluntary National Reviews of progress under the SDGs presented by member 

states at previous High Level Political Fora recognise the contributions of volunteers to 

peace and development. Volunteerism can be most evident during and after shocks, 

often in the form of disasters. Is voluntary action adapting to the complex economic, 

security, environmental and social risks faced by communities in 2018? How can it be 

better mobilised to prevent shocks, increase resilience and transform long term 

development? And how can national and international development partners connect 

better with these vast efforts of ordinary people working for the common good? We will 

explore these questions in an interactive side event.

Outcomes: Member states are aware of the opportunities for engaging with volunteerism 

as part of national resilience-building and the implementation of the SDGs.

Prospective partners and co-organizers: Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 

Government of Ireland, UNV and Volunteer Groups Alliance.

Format: The event will combine in-person and online contributions through social media 

platforms. It will be screened live on UN Web TV and Facebook, allowing volunteers and 

others to contribute in real time. The online contributions, feedback and questions will be 

broadcast back into the room via two large screens for all participants in the UN 

Conference room. There will be a word cloud and interactive online poll to conclude the 

event.  The session will be opened by the Volunteers Groups Alliance and moderated by 

Mr Toily Kurbanov, Deputy Executive Coordinator, UNV.

Expected participants:  600 persons on-site; online participation via Facebook Live and 

UN Web TV.



Proposed sequence of the event:
1. Welcome and introduction from the Volunteer Groups Alliance co-Chair, Ms. Coline 

Peyre

2. Voices from the Village – Video of Community Volunteers in Dzaleka Refugee Camp in 

Malawi 

3. Launch of the 2018 State of the World Volunteerism Report- Senior UN Representative

4. Her Excellency Dr. Hala Al Sayeed, Minister of Planning and Administrative Reform, 

Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt  [To be confirmed] 

5. Ms. Phara Policar, Volunteer with New York Cares on Hunger and previously a 

volunteer following the 2010 Haitian earthquake 

6. His Excellency, Mr. Denis Naughten, Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment, Government of Ireland [To be confirmed] 

7. Moderated global conversation through the asking of thought-provoking questions 

related to the real-time word cloud, reading out questions from online audiences and 

seeking answers from panel participants  

8. Mr. Toily Kurbanov, Deputy Executive Coordinator, UNV and Moderator - wraps up the 

event by focusing on the "so what now?" factors, including how governments and other 

actors could do things differently to nurture volunteerism for community resilience and the 

achievement of the SDGs 

Background:
New analysis puts the global volunteer workforce at 109 million full-time equivalent 

workers, a number exceeding that of many global industries. Of this 109 million, 30 per 

cent volunteering takes place formally through organizations, associations and groups 

and 70 per cent occurs through informal engagement. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, highlights that volunteerism can be a powerful and cross-cutting means of 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals; helps to expand and mobilise 

constituencies; engages people in national planning and implementation and helps to 

localize the 2030 Agenda.

In this context, the 2018 State of The World’s Volunteerism Report, The thread that binds, 
explores interactions between volunteerism and community resilience. Based on 

fieldwork conducted in communities in 15 countries, it explores the strengths and 

limitations of community resilience to a range of shocks and stresses, and examines how 

external actors can complement communities‘ self-organization and nurture volunteerism 

while mitigating against potential harms to the most vulnerable.

The report finds that local volunteerism is at the same time a fundamental resilience 

strategy and a characteristic of resilient communities. Effective collaboration between 

local and external actors transforms volunteering from a coping mechanism to a strategic 

resource for long term implementation of the SDGs.


