
Launch of the Africa Development Partnership  
A new vision for UNDP partnerships: Africa Developing Africa for all 

 

22 September 2019  

15:00 – 17:00   

UN Secretariat – Conference Room #7  
 

Save the Date: Launch of the Africa Development Partnership (ADP) 
 

 

“We need to scale up collective efforts over the next decade to promote the welfare of others & protect 

our planet” - Amina Mohammed, Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations 

 

“We will rise to the challenge of being not only the UN's Development Programme, but also interpreting 

the 'P' in our name as a ‘Partnership’.”  - Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator 

 

“I dream of the realization of the unity of Africa, whereby its leaders combine in their efforts to solve the 

problems of this continent.” - Nelson Mandela 

 

“A man cannot sit down alone to plan for prosperity.” - Nigerian proverb 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Africa’s power and prosperity is in partnerships. Together, the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) and Africa’s private sector and academia, are launching a bold new platform to bring Africans 

together in partnerships to drive the continent’s development. The Africa Development Partnership 

(ADP) will implement new ways to put Africa at the heart of its own development, by harnessing Africa’s 

creative, intellectual and entrepreneurial energy, through a powerful coalition of current and future 

African influencers in business, academia and the arts.  

 

The partnership platform will be launched in New York, on the 22nd of September 2019, at the UN 

Headquarters and on the margins of the 74th UN General Assembly.   

 

Three core programmes of this historic programme will be unveiled at the launch:  

 

1. ADP Industry Supergroup: The most powerful tool for change is people. This group of current 

and future business and industry leaders will collaborate with UNDP on a wide range of 

development areas such as encouraging infrastructure development and financing, supporting 

government development agendas, mobilising resources, fostering regional integration and the 

connectivity of Africa, and exchanging knowledge and skills.  



 

2. ADP Africa Business Map: The first product of the ADP, this definitive online data map 

showcases some of the most innovative and development minded business ventures in Africa. 

The map covers a wide range of sectors including digital technology, extractive industries, 

finance and clean energy. Major companies, SMEs and startups that are potentially 

transformative are all included and the Map will also identify the next generation of impactful 

leaders in Africa.  The Business Map is an essential tool to help connect key private sector 

companies in each country and across the continent.  

 

3. UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors: These well-known individuals are at the top of their field—

whether it's film, television, music, art or sports—with talents and achievements that have 

made them household names. They all share a commitment to making the planet a better place 

for all of us. Through their far-reaching platforms and influence among audiences that transcend 

national borders, our celebrity advocates raise awareness and mobilize support to help us fight 

climate change and realize the Global Goals for a future without poverty and inequality in Africa. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The objective of the event is to announce a coordinated approach to development in Africa, through 

collaborations and partnerships with African individuals and institutions, in business, academia and the 

arts. The Africa Development Partnership will: 

 

● Be a platform for Africans to take ownership of their own development through connected and 

coordinated partnerships and programmes. 

● Develop the narrative and perception of Africans as architects of their own development 

● Access new avenues for resource mobilisation, to harness the transformative potential of 

capital, and change the overall approach to development finance. 

● Identify where to invest, where the energy is ... and where it can have the most impact. 

● Identify how and where to support the private sector to grow and contribute to development. 

● Share knowledge and exchange best practices. 

● Develop the next generation of leaders as proponents of change, especially in areas such as 

digital technology and gender, through exchange programmes, private sector support, youth 

entrepreneurship and incubators and the diaspora.  

● Offer partners access to the UN’s network, knowledge and critical intelligence. The UN brings 

access to a global community and ecosystem, expertise in SDGs, impact measurement and 

innovative financing, access to government counterparts, resource mobilisation with donors and 

concessionary investors, a network and infrastructure in the country, and neutrality. 

 

 

 



PROPOSED DRAFT FORMAT 

The event will take place in New York on the sidelines of the UNGA. The format will comprise of 

speeches, a Davos-Style panel debate and presentations. The session will include brief welcoming 

remarks by the hosts, followed by a panel discussion and the formal launch of the platform.  

A suggested run of programme include:  

Welcome Remarks by Mr Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme  

(5 mins each) - TBC 

Opening Statement by H.E. Ms Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations - 

TBC 

Introduction of the Africa Development Partnership and launch elements by Ms Ahunna Ezionkonwa, 

Assistant Secretary General and Director of UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa  

Launch of ADP Product #1: Africa Business Map by Map designers (with Video) 

In conversation with UNDP Goodwill Ambassador on ‘Teamwork: The key to winning.’ 

Announcement of details of the forthcoming appointment of new UNDP Goodwill Ambassadors focused 

on African Development.  

Panel discussion: African Development through African Partnerships with:  

● Mr Tony Elumelu, Founder, Heirs Holding, Nigeria 

● Mr Samba Bathily, Founder, Africa Development Solutions Group, Mali 

● Mr Ali Mufuruki, Founder, Infotech Investment Group, Tanzania 

● Ms. Tiguidanke Camara, Chairman & CEO Tigui Mining Group, Guinea  

● Mr Patrice Motsepe - Executive Chairman, African Rainbow Minerals or Dr Mrs Precious Moloi 

Motsepe, Africa Fashion International, South Africa 

Chair: Ms. Ahunna Ezionkonwa, Director of UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa  

Launch of the Supergroup with designated private sector and ambassadors in attendance 

Group Photo of Supergroup and UN representatives 

Launch of the Africa Renewable Energy Forum: A UNDP/Sahara Group partnership to promote access to 

affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. Presented by Sahara Group Group Co-

Founder and Executive Director, Mr. Temitope Shonubi and Ms Ahunna Ezionkonwa, Director of UNDP 

Regional Bureau for Africa  

ADP Cocktail Reception at the UNDP’s RBA headquarters 


