
UNDP-UKRI High Level Dialogue: 

The SDGs and a New Generation of Inequalities 

Date: Tuesday, 18 February 2020 
Time: 9.30- 11 am 
Location: Conference Room 5, United Nations Headquarters 

Context: 
As we enter in the Decade of Action, there is an urgent call for accelerating efforts towards achieving the SDGs. 
This will be a journey of discovery if we are to address the most complex challenges of our time while seizing the 
opportunities that are opening up in the 21st Century. This demands new science, finance and policy alike. 
Inequality is one of these defining challenges of our time, as the 2019 Human Development Report shows some 
gaps are closing, as more people have access to basic education, health and technology, but new inequalities 
are emerging in areas like tertiary education and access to broadband. These new inequalities – under the 
shadow of the climate crisis and technological change— demand new approaches to policies at national and 
global levels. If unchecked, they could trigger a “new great divergence”. UNDP and UKRI-GCRF recognize that 
development and research will need to look radically different and are committed to helping the transition.  As 
UNDP and UKRI-GCRF forge a partnership centered on achieving Agenda 2030, we want to cultivate a better 
understanding of what the future could look like.  

Objectives: 
This high-level discussion opens the UNDP-UKRI GCRF Knowledge Partnership workshop, and as such it will serve 
to inspire participants regarding the importance of the policy-science dialogue, using inequality as a specific and 
important example. 

9:30 Welcome and introduction - Pedro Conceição Director Human Development Report 
Office, UNDP 

Opening remarks - Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator 

Remarks - Andrew Thompson, Executive Chair of the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, UK Research and Innovation 

9.45 Panel Discussion  

Moderated by:  Pedro Conceição, Director Human Development Report Office, UNDP 

Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 

Andrew Thompson, Executive Chair of the Arts and Humanities Research Council, UK 
Research and Innovation 

Michele Lamont, Professor of European Studies and a Professor of Sociology and African 
American 

10.30 Q&A with the audience 

11:00 End of the event  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Freport.hdr.undp.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Canna.ortubia%40undp.org%7C96db3fe056c746f0981208d7af4005d9%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637170561814160818&sdata=uisQHDHtvzVMKWHxMQpuAnOUdoJGd18buNX5aIrWS4o%3D&reserved=0

