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1. Following decades of conflict, over a span of twenty years since independence in 
2002,1 Timor-Leste has undergone one of the most remarkable state-building and 
reconciliation processes in recent history. The country has owned its peacebuilding 
trajectory, shared its lessons and good practices, and openly discussed ways of 
addressing remaining challenges in the spirit of South-South and triangular cooperation 
(SS&TC). 
 
Background 
 
2. The drawdown of the United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) in 
December 2012 marked the end of a transitional period involving three United Nations 
Missions in the country. During that period, Timor-Leste witnessed much progress but 
also experienced risks, including a tense period of violence in 2006.2  Since then, the 
country has consolidated peace and stability and strengthened State institutions.3  
 
3. Timor-Leste’s ability to transition to peace after years of conflict and to maintain a 
sustainable and peaceful relationship between the population and the Government is 
credited to the country’s promotion of peace and reconciliation including with its 
neighbours, social inclusion, and a cooperative approach to peacebuilding.  
 
4. Proactive engagement by the Government of Timor-Leste with regional and 
international partners, in solidarity with fellow Member States with direct experience of 
conflict, particularly the Group of Seven Plus (g7+), played an important role in 
challenging the global community to improve international engagement and 
coordination. It inspired the international community to commit to a new paradigm of 
international engagement in conflict-affected countries and regions and to appreciate the 
importance of historical context, culture, regional diversity, linguistic complexities, 
social differences, and political dissonance.  It also led to prioritization of technical 
assistance in institution and capacity building to strengthen State capacity and 
legitimacy and to build people’s trust in emerging institutions, particularly during 
delicate transitions.4 Indeed, Timor-Leste’s experience in settling its maritime boundary 

 
1 In parallel, by resolution 56/282, the General Assembly decided to “remove East Timor from the list of Non-Self-Governing 
Territories upon its accession to independence”. 
2 Timor-Leste had a succession of UN field missions until 2012. The UN Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) was 
deployed from 1992 to 2002 to administer the territory, exercise legislative and executive authority during the transition and support 
capacity-building for self-government. In 2002, following independence, the newly established United Nations Mission of Support 
in East Timor (UNMISET) was created to support core administrative structures until UNMIT was put in place in 2006 with a 
strong mandate, including in supporting the national police and security sector in view of the 2006 crisis.   
3 The PBF provided support to help with the relocation and reintegration of IDPs from the 2006/7 conflict. 
4 PV-SC debate-Institution building-Part I.pdf, p.5. Recently, a similar message was delivered by the g7+ at the PBC meeting on 
institution-building held on 17 May 2021. For details, see 

https://undocs.org/a/res/56/282
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNMISET


 

peacefully and managing natural resources could yield important insights and lessons 
for others.   
 
5. Timor-Leste adopted a Strategic Development Plan covering the period 2011-2030,5 
which defined the country’s priorities, including social capital, infrastructure 
development, institution-building, and economic development. Strengthening its 
economic base to secure the foundations of a sustainable, vibrant and resilient economy, 
including through economic diversification, remains a major challenge for Timor-Leste. 
Timor-Leste has valuable lessons to share from the implementation of its own 
‘Economic Recovery Plan”, devised both as a short- and medium-term response to cope 
with the impact of Covid-19 and to counter the economic downturn, promote human 
capital development and economic diversification, empower people through access to 
quality education, and support emerging local enterprises to ease dependency on oil.6  
At the same time, Timor-Leste could learn from solutions tested by other countries in 
this area of common concern. 
 
6. Recently, in view of the concrete challenges and vulnerabilities outlined by the 
Government of Timor-Leste,7 in resolution 2021/11, ECOSOC endorsed the 
recommendation of the Committee on Development Policy to defer decision on the 
graduation of Timor-Leste from LDC status despite meeting the graduation criteria for 
the third time at the 2021 triennial review. The Committee had recommended an 
extended preparatory period, careful monitoring and analysis as well as specific 
transition support to address the impacts of the pandemic, limited economic 
diversification and job opportunities for youth in the face of depleting oil and gas fields, 
food insecurity and vulnerability to climate change and natural disasters. 
 

7. Timor-Leste officially launched a National Action Plan in 2016 for the 
implementation of resolution 1325 (2000), becoming the third country in Southeast Asia 
to adopt such a measure. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Spotlight Initiative8 
launched by the Government in partnership with the European Union, the United 
Nations, civil society organizations, and others, allowed the country to build on 
reducing the risks of gender-based violence and strengthen the inclusion of women and 
youth, including by reporting cases and sensitizing the population. As a young nation, 
with 64 percent of the population under 25 years, effective implementation of the 
country’s comprehensive youth strategy will be critical to promote education and build 
skills, generate employment for youth as well as support the establishment of youth 
associations. The Peacebuilding Commission, which recently adopted a strategic action 
plan for youth and peacebuilding, can provide valuable support to ongoing efforts to 
empower women and youth in Timor-Leste.   
Purpose  
 
8. The purpose of the meeting is twofold. First, the peace consolidation process in 
Timor-Leste can provide myriad lessons and insights for other countries, particularly 

 
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/chairs_summary_pbc_meeting_on_institution_b
uilding_-_final.pdf. 
5 https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/linked-documents/cobp-tim-2014-2016-sd-02.pdf. 
6 timor-leste_final._statement_of_h.e._mnec_for_ldcs_ministerial_meeting_17_september_2020.pdf (un.org). 
7 Ibid. 
8 https://reliefweb.int/report/timor-leste/timor-leste-over-268000-women-and-girls-benefitted-eu-un-spotlight-initiative-one  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/070/41/PDF/N2107041.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/chairs_summary_pbc_meeting_on_institution_building_-_final.pdf
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/chairs_summary_pbc_meeting_on_institution_building_-_final.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/linked-documents/cobp-tim-2014-2016-sd-02.pdf
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/timor-leste_final._statement_of_h.e._mnec_for_ldcs_ministerial_meeting_17_september_2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/timor-leste/timor-leste-over-268000-women-and-girls-benefitted-eu-un-spotlight-initiative-one


 

those “transitioning out” of UN missions.  Timor-Leste has already shared some of its 
experiences with others, including through its leading role in the g7+.  In the spirit of 
global solidarity and South-South cooperation, the Government of Timor-Leste wishes 
to utilize the PBC platform for the purpose of sharing its peacebuilding experiences 
with other countries who engage with the Commission.  
 
9. Second, through its engagement with the PBC, Timor-Leste also wishes to learn from 
the experiences of other countries and regions that could inform the country’s efforts to 
work through its remaining challenges, particularly in the areas of economic 
development as well as women and youth empowerment and to mobilize, where 
necessary, international support to meet its peacebuilding priorities.  
 
Potential Briefers 
- Opening remarks by Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission 
- Remarks by H.E. Mr. José Ramos-Horta, President of the Democratic Republic of 

Timor-Leste or his representative (TBC) 
- Remarks by Mr. Khaled Khiari, Assistant Secretary-General DPPA-DPO 
- Remarks by Ms. Lesley Lahm, representative of the North American Representative 

Office, the Asian Development Bank 
- Remarks by Mr. Nélson Belo, founder and executive director of Fundasaun Mahein  
- Remarks by Ms. Maria Fatima Sara dos Reis Afonso, representative of Belun (TBC) 
- Intervention from the floor (General Secretary of the g7+, Mr. Hélder da Costa, UN 

Resident Coordinator in Timor-Leste, Mr. Roy Trivedy, and ASG for Peacebuilding 
Support, Ms. Elizabeth Spehar) 

- Closing remarks by Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission 

 

https://www.belun.tl/en/

