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Concept Note 

 

2018 UN Global Citizenship Education Forum 

 

Global Citizenship Education as a Key Enabler of SDGs 

How does global citizenship education (SDG Target 4.7) contribute to the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development through its application at the national and local levels, 

and how can we promote Global Citizenship Education?  

 

 

 

Background 

Global Citizenship Education (GCED) has gained international attention as part of a sustained 

effort to respond to the interconnection and interdependency of the current world and their 

ensuing challenges. The primary aim of GCED is to build a sense of belonging to a common 

humanity, and help learners become responsible and active global citizens. It also aims to 

empower learners to assume active roles to face and resolve global challenges and to become 

proactive contributors to a more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, sustainable, and secure world.  

 

The key message of GCED is that by learning and understanding our own identity, culture, and 

environment, we begin to realize that each person has a different identity and lives in a different 

culture and environment. This, in turn, eventually leads to a better understanding of others, 

nurtures respect for all, and contributes to the realization of a shared identity and culture that is 

inherently global.   

 

The surge of interest in GCED has been prompted by the Global Education First Initiative (GEFI), 

launched by former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in 2012. GEFI notes, “It is not enough for 

education to produce individuals who can read, write and count. Education must fully assume its 

central role in helping people to forge more just, peaceful, tolerant and inclusive societies.” Given 

the importance of GCED in our deeply globalized world, the international community included 

GCED as Target 4.7 of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

Three years have passed since the adoption of SDGs, and progress is being made. In 

preparation for next year’s High Level Political Forum, where Goal 4 will be reviewed, there is a 

need to assess where we are at in terms of implementing GCED. In this regard, we have 

organized a forum to learn from and share knowledge with GCED practitioners from around the 

world who work towards the common goal of advancing global citizenship, as well as sustainable 

development.  

 

This Forum will highlight key dimensions of GCED in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and explore opportunities for GCED at both country and schools levels to enhance 

and advance progress through sharing experiences and perspectives from education 

policymakers, GCED experts, and educators. Moreover, the Forum aims to provide a platform for 

discussing how to enhance awareness of GCED including by the possibility of establishing an 

International Day of GCED at the UN.  
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References  

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development included fostering global citizenship, and 
GCED is specifically mentioned under SDG Goal 4 as Target 4.7, and its framework for action, 
UNESCO Education 2030. 

 

 The 66th UN DPI/NGO Conference adopted the Gyeongju Action Plan in 2016, making a 
commitment to promote GCED and its potential to advance progress toward achieving the 
SDGs and prevent violent extremism. 

 

 UNESCO has published a GCED pedagogical guidance for UN Member States and 
developed the UNESCO Clearinghouse on GCED, a global database of GCED resources, in 
partnership with the Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International Understanding 
(APCEIU). 

 

Co-organizers 

 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations 

 Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International Understanding (APCEIU) 

 

Co-sponsors 

 Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations 

 Permanent Mission of the Principality of Andorra to the United Nations 

 Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations   

 UNESCO New York Liaison Office 

 

Objectives 

This Forum aims to: 

 Secure the foundation of support toward GCED from UN Member States, enhancing their 

awareness of GCED and to garner support for an International Day of GCED in the UN 

 Share the ongoing efforts to promote GCED through showcasing best practices and 

experiences from the field  

 Guide participants to identify a set of policy opportunities and imperatives for the effective 

implementation of GCED 

 Promote much-needed policy reform and innovation at national levels that are the key to 

achieving Target 4.7  

 Inform the participants of the latest trends and developments underpinning the post-2015 

education agenda, specifically GCED 

 

Expected Outcomes 

 Expansion and reinforcement of UN Member States’ support toward GCED within the UN 

 Initiating the discussion on the establishment of an International Day of GCED at the UN 

 Dissemination of best practices and pedagogical methods on GCED  

 Enhancement of Member States understanding of GCED and its implication in national 

education policies 

 Creation of a sense of solidarity and engagement for the promotion of GCED 

 

Date and Venue 

 Date: 13 November 2018 (Tue) 

 Venue: Conference Room 12, First Basement, UN Headquarters 
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Participants 

The Forum will bring together officials of ministries of education, national research and 

development institutes, Ambassadors of Permanent Missions to the UN, delegates from 

international organizations, and civil society from concerned fields. 

 

Provisional Programme and Speakers 

Time Programme Details 

10:00-10:20 

Opening Session 
 

▪ Opening remarks: H.E. Cho Tae-yul, Permanent Representative of the 

Republic of Korea 

▪ Congratulatory remarks  

- H.E. Jorge Skinner-Klée, Chair of the Second Committee and 

Permanent Representative of Guatemala 

- H.E. Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani, Permanent Representative of the 

State of Qatar 

10:20-11:30 

Session I : GCED Best Practices 
 

▪ Moderator: Chung Utak, Director, APCEIU 
▪ Presenters 

- Colombia: Ana Maria Velasquez, Associate Professor, Universidad 
de los Andes 

- Ghana: Joyce Afutu, Director, Communications and Corporate 
Affairs, National Commission for Civic Education 

- Mexico: Cyomara Inurrigarro, Teacher, Normal Miguel F. Martinez 
School 

- Oman: Khalaf Marhoun Al'Abri, Assistant Professor of Education 
Policy, Sultan Qaboos University 

11:30-12:20 

Session II: Methods of promoting GCED (International Day of 
GCED) 
 

▪ Moderator: H.E. Elisenda Vives Balmaña, Permanent Representative of 
the Principality of Andorra  
 

▪ Panellists 
- H.E. Bakhtiyor Ibragimov, Permanent Representative of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan  
- Patrice Ssembirige, Curriculum Specialist, National Curriculum 

Development Centre of Uganda 
- Lily Gray, Liaison Officer, UNESCO New York Liaison Office 
- Eunhee Jung, Founder and President of IVECA(International 

Virtual Schooling) and Co-chair of IDEGC Steering Committee 

12:20-12:50 Discussion and Q&A  

12:50-13:00 

Closing Session 
▪ Closing remarks: Ambassador Chull-Joo Park, Deputy Permanent 

Representative of the Republic of Korea  

13:00-14:00 Lunch  
(Venue: Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea, 335 E 45th Street)  
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Contact Persons 

Jay Jae Hong KIM (Mr.) 
Head, Office of Research and Development 
APCEIU 
www.unescoapceiu.org 
Tel: +82-2-774-3956 (ext. 702) 
Direct: +82-70-8856-7576 
Email: jaykim@unescoapceiu.org 

Hyunho CHUNG (Mr.) 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to 
the United Nations 
Tel: +1 212-439-4061 
Direct: +1 949-372-8758 
Email: shchung@mofa.or.kr 
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