
World TV Day 2018: Lights, Camera and Action on the SDGs 

The power of storytelling to create change 

 

Background 

In recognition of the impact content distributed on television, and now online, has on decision-

making by bringing world attention to a broad range of social, economic, environmental and 

political issues, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 November as World 

Television Day (through resolution 51/205 of 17 December 1996). Starting in 2017, the UN 

Department of Public Information has organized events in observance on the Day to highlight 

collaborations with film and television professionals to promote and advance the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

World TV Day Event 2018 

The Department of Public Information in collaboration with UN Foundation is organizing an 

event on Monday, 19 November 2018 in advance of World Television Day, World TV Day 

2018: Lights, Camera and Action on the SDGs, featuring a DAVOS-style discussion showcasing 

television productions used to promote the Sustainable Development Goals either explicitly or 

implicitly through demonstrative storytelling. In addition, TV productions, panelists and industry 

professionals (actors, producers and writers) in the audience will make concrete commitments to 

support the SDGs. 

 

Potential panelists include: 

 

1. Monique Coleman,  Actor/producer/ UN Foundation Girl Up Advocate and Host of Talk 

Show GimmeMO on Discovery (CONFIRMED) 

 

Monique Coleman is an American actress and philanthropist who rose to fame in the hit movie 

trilogy High School Musical. In 2010, Ms. Coleman was appointed the UN Youth Champion for 

the International Year of Youth and embarked on a 6-month global tour visiting 24 countries to 

empower and inspire young people, meet with government officials on behalf of youth, and 

volunteer. She recently launched an online talk show, “Gimme MO” on the Discovery Channel, 

to empower youth. Adding to her list of many achievements, Monique has received two Teen 

Choice Awards, a Billboard Award, an NAACP Legacy Award, and a CAMIE.  

 

2. Ian McCue, Executive Producer, Mattel (CONFIRMED) 

Thomas & Friends in partnership with the UN is launching a series of storylines based on the 

SDGs of 2018. The series focuses on early childhood education, creating awareness from a 

young age, in the producer’s eyes will bring individuals closer to the achievement of the SDGs. 

 

 



3. Yoshiko Kobata, Manager, Corporate Social Responsibility, FUJI Television 

Network (CONFIRMED) 

Fuji Television in Japan is airing a weekly five-minute program on SDGs called “Future 

Runners.” The first story aired is about a young aquarium director in Kyushu Japan who is 

helping the endangered species living in the Ariake Sea by protecting their current habitats in 

hopes to conserve the generations to come.  

4. Melodie Carli & Juan Borrero, Producers/Co-directors, A Call for Peace, TV 

Documentary (CONFIRMED) 

Melodie and Juan’s film, A Call for Peace, studies the Colombian peace process as a vehicle 

to demonstrate the challenging task of calling for and working toward unity. In partnership 

with UNITAR, they have taken their research and data from the film and used it to develop 

educational modules focusing and supporting the SDGs on preventative diplomacy and 

multilateral negotiation. 

 

5. Nabela Noor, Digital Creator, Speaker, and Activist (CONFIRMED) 

 

Nabela Noor is a first-generation Bangladeshi-American creator, speaker, and activist. 

Motivated by her commitment to advocacy and equipped with impeccable style, Nabela has 

become a voice for a number of powerful, yet marginalized communities including plus sized 

women, Muslims, and women of color around the world. Through the YouTube series, “The 

Bright Fight,” Nabela is using her reach to raise awareness for causes important to her along 

body positivity, cyber bullying and social inclusion. 

  

6. SONY Pictures Entertainment / Megan Boone – PICTURE THIS: Festival for the 

Planet, a global short film competition in support of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

7. Geena Davis, founder of the Geena Davis Institute, Academy Award Winning Actress 

and gender equality advocate. She was named UN special envoy to promote the 

empowering role technology can play in the lives of women and girls.  

 

Participation 

Each panelist will have a maximum of 10 minutes to share a short clip from a relevant TV show 

or campaign and discuss how this exemplifies television’s impact on behaviour or attitudes 

towards the achievement of the SDGs. 

 

Actors, producers, writers, executives as well as other professionals will be encouraged to make 

commitments to the SDGs, which could include a brief interview and photo op with UN Social 

Media, the creation of a PSA or future production /campaign highlighting an SDG.  


