
 

 

       
 

 

SIDE EVENT ORGANIZED BY THE UN TASK FORCE ON CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF 

LIBERTY
1
 IN COLLABORATION WITH THE PERMANENT MISSIONS OF  

COLOMBIA, MOROCCO, PORTUGAL, THAILAND, AND TURKEY 

 

 

Accelerating progress to end child immigration detention in line with the SDG 

Agenda, including targets 10.7 and 16.2 

On the occasion of the UN GA 76
th

 session 

 

DATE: Friday, 15 October 2021 

TIME: 8:00 – 9:30 am EST New York time / 2:00- 3:30 pm CET, Geneva time) 
 

VENUE : Zoom https://unicef.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_13x0JAvHS3WsE3VBqZ_8WA 

Spanish/French simultaneous interpretation provided 

 

 

BACKGROUND  

Every day, in over 100 countries, migrant children are detained, whether alone or with their 

families2.  Detaining these children is never in their best interest; it is a form of violence and a 

child rights violation that has a pervasive impact on countries’ sustainable development. In line 

with Article 37(b) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, deprivation of liberty should be 

used as a measure of last resort for children and for the shortest appropriate period of 

time. However, there are specific circumstances where the children’s deprivation of liberty is 

prohibited and cannot therefore be used even as a measure of last resort. Children should never be 

deprived of their liberty due to their migration status or the migration status of their family as this 

is never in the best interests of the child. 

 

 
1 The UN Task Force members are: SRSG VAC (chair), SRSG CAC, UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM, CRC Committee, WHO, 

UNODC, OHCHR. 
2 #ThereAreAlternatives to the immigration detention of children | United Nations Network on Migration 



It is prohibited under international law and should, therefore, be banned in national legal 

frameworks and this prohibition should be fully implemented in practice.  

 

It is all more crucial as the numbers of migrant children, including asylum-seeking and refugees 

tend to grow. They travel alone or with their families across countries. Girls and boys, especially 

those who travel undocumented, unaccompanied, or separated from their families or caregivers, 

are at high risk of exposure to various forms of abuse and human rights violations including 

violence, exploitation, trafficking, lack of access to education, health care, food, housing, etc. The 

causes include political instability and lack of safety, conflict, natural disasters, poverty, social 

disparities, discrimination, lack of access to basic needs and opportunities, family reunification, 

fear of persecution and violence. These drivers of migration have been exacerbated by the COVID-

19 pandemic and its mitigation measures. Travel and movement restrictions related to COVID-19 

have not prevented children from undertaking perilous and at times even deadly journeys. In 

addition, the mid and long-term socio-economic impact of the pandemic will push many children 

into a situation of extreme poverty and precarity and lead their families or them to consider 

migrating.  

 

States are now facing a complex economic and public health crisis and releasing children from 

detention can contribute to overcoming these challenges. However, releasing children is not 

enough; it must be done in a smart, sustainable way. Proper planning and multi-sectoral action are 

key ingredients for the successful protection and integration of these children. 

 

Children must not be detained for reasons of migration status under international law, and this is 

why the UN Task Force on Children Deprived of their Liberty (UN Task Force) has identified 

ending child immigration detention as its key advocacy priority for this year. 

 

This priority theme aims at seizing the opportunities created by the 2021 High-level Political 

Forum (HLPF), which assessed SDG Target 10.73 on migration as well as SDG target 16.2; and 

the ongoing processes of implementation, follow up and review of the Global Compact for 

Migration (GCM) and the Global Compact on Refugees (GCR).  Moreover, this theme also aims 

at building upon the wealth of child rights-based measures to prevent and provide alternatives to 

child immigration detention existing in over 60 countries across several regions4.   

 

In response, the UN Task Force proposes to co-organize a side-event during the United Nations 

General Assembly 76th Session (New York) with Member States whose leadership and concrete 

action have demonstrated that ending child immigration detention in line with international human 

rights law is possible.  This event is organized by the UN Task Force with the Governments of 

Colombia, Morocco, Portugal, Thailand and Turkey; as well as International Detention Coalition 

(a CSO global network and member of the NGO Panel). This event has been coordinated also with 

the UN Migration Network Working Group on Alternatives to Detention. 

 

 

 
3 SDG target 10.7 urges States to facilitate orderly, safe, regular, and responsible migration and mobility of 

people, including through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 
4 A/76/224 Annual Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against Children 

paragraphs 78-84 A/76/224 - E - A/76/224 -Desktop (undocs.org). International Detention Coalition, There 
are Alternatives: A Handbook for Preventing Unnecessary Immigration Detention (Revised Edition) 
(Melbourne, 2015) There-Are-Alternatives-2015.pdf (idcoalition.org) 



OBJECTIVES OF THE SIDE EVENT  

1. To present good practices and lessons learnt on child-rights based alternative non-custodial 

measures to end child immigration detention. 

2. To advocate and mobilize UN Member States to become champions to end child immigration 

detention. 

3. To promote enhanced cooperation at global, regional, and national levels to accelerate ending 

child immigration detention in line with the international human rights framework including 

the Global Compacts on Migrants and Refugees  

 

AGENDA 

� 8:00 – 8:10 Welcoming remarks  

H.E. Mrs. María Juliana Ruiz Sandoval, First Lady of the Republic of Colombia (video 

message) 

 

� 8:10 – 8-20 Introductory remarks 

Dr. Najat Maalla M’jid – Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 

Violence against children and Chair of the UN Task Force on Children Deprived of 

Liberty 

  

� 8:20 – 8:40 Preventing child immigration detention though reforms to law and policies  

-  Ameyalli Gutierrez youth advocate and multidisciplinary artist 

- H.E. Mr. Omar Hilale, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of 

Morocco to the UN 

      -   Ms. Jatuporn Rojanapanich, Director-General of Department of Children and          

Youth, Ministry of Social Department and Human Security of Thailand 

Session moderated by Ms. Kristen Di Martino, UNICEF 

 

� 8:40 – 9:00 Making child rights-based solutions to end child immigration detention 

sustainable in the long term 

- A Representative of the Directorate General of Migration Management of Turkey  

- Rev Dr. Comfort Asare, Director of the Department of Social Welfare, Ghana 

- Ms. Carolina Gottardo, Executive Director of International Detention Coalition 

(IDC), member of the NGO Panel on Children Deprived of Liberty 

 

Session moderated by Mr. Yitna Getachew, Head of Migrant Protection and Assistance 

Division of IOM 

 

� 9:00 – 9:20 Discussion 

 

� 9:20- 9:30 Closing remarks 

Mr. Eduardo Manuel da Fonseca Fernandes Ramos, Deputy Permanent Representative 

of Portugal to the UN 
 


