
   

 

CONCEPT NOTE  

FREE THE CHILDREN FROM WAR : THE ROLE OF THE PARIS PRINCIPLES AND COMMITMENTS  

Event co-hosted by Save the Children & the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations 

Tuesday 12
th

 February 2019. 

(3:00 – 4:30 CR5) 

BACKGROUND 

Every year the 12
th

 February, International Child Soldiers' Day reminds us of the very heavy toll paid 

by the more than 230 million children who now live in situations of armed conflict - nearly one in ten 

children in the world. Children thus remain the first victims of armed conflict. More than 250,000 

children are recruited and used by parties to conflict. In the longer term, recruitment and use leave 

an indelible mark on children's lives, even after they are released. Boys and girls remain vulnerable to 

re-recruitment, especially during periods of resurging tension.  They may be victims of deprivation of 

liberty, stigma and rejection by their communities as a result of their association with armed groups. 

The particular vulnerability of girls must also be taken into account. Their particular experience of 

recruitment, including being abducted and recruited for sexual purposes, requires specific attention 

to support their recovery   The recruitment and use of boys and girls also have a long-term impact on 

the stability of communities.  Respect for children’s rights in support of their exit from armed forces 

or groups, and their long-term reintegration and recovery is essential.   

The Paris Principles and Commitments were adopted in February 2007 at the end of the Paris 

International Conference "Free Children from War" to address the recruitment and use of children in 

armed conflict. This solid framework is an essential instrument for the implementation of States' 

international obligations to prevent and eliminate the recruitment and use of children, most notably 

the 2002 Optional Protocol to the International Convention on the Rights of the Child (OPAC). It is a 

comprehensive framework and applicable in all contexts of conflict witnessed and experienced 

today. Among the many elements it contains are the prevention of recruitment and use, the fight 

against impunity, the release of children, their protection and their reintegration. Several principles 

guide their implementation, such as respect for international humanitarian law, the best interests of 

the child and the treatment of children primarily as victims.  

Since 2007, the Paris Principles and Commitments have been endorsed by 108 States. Further to this, 

UNICEF reports that over 65,000 children have been released within ten years of their adoption.  

Twelve years after the Paris International Conference and two years after its follow-up conference, 

this event on 12
th

 February will reaffirm the decisive contribution of the Paris Principles and 



Commitments to providing concrete protection for children affected by armed conflict, 

demonstrating both their theoretical contribution and their practical effectiveness. The various 

actors involved in child protection (States, civil society, the UN) will be invited to testify about how 

they use this comprehensive and operational tool in their daily work.  

Several elements of the Paris Principles and Commitments will be highlighted: their contribution in 

relation to other international frameworks and standards, in dialogue with parties to conflicts, in the 

prevention of recruitment, in the specific situation of girls and in juvenile justice mechanisms. 

 

FORMAT 

The event will be divided into three parts: 

Introductory part  

- Mr François DELATTRE, Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations in New York 

- Ms Christine McCormick, Child Protection Advisor, Children & Armed Conflict  Co-Chair of Paris 

Principles Steering Group, Save the Children 

- Ms Virginia GAMBA, Special Representative of the UNSG for Children in Armed Conflict 

- Mr Cornelius Williams, UNICEF Associate Director, Programme Division, Child Protection 

- Mr Marc PECSTEEN, Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations in New York and 

Chairman of the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict. 

 

Panel 

- Permanente representatives, inclulding Mr Léon ADOM KACOU HOUAJA, Permanent 

Representative of Côte d'Ivoire to the United Nations in New York (TBC) 

- Mr Ezequiel Heffes, Geneva Call  

- Ms. Marie de la Soudiere, Child Soldiers International 

- Mr. Fernando Traversi, Director – International Centre for Transitional Justice  

 

Interventions from the room followed by Q&A 

- M. Simon Collard-Wrexler, Permanent Mission of Canada 

 

  


