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Introduction 

While many countries and organizations are taking active steps to achieve Target 8.7 of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), coordinated global action and acceleration of 

progress are urgently needed. The new Global Estimates of Child Labour show that the COVID-

19 pandemic has the potential to reverse years of progress in the fight against child labour. 

For the first time in 20 years, the number of children in child labour has increased, putting an 

entire generation of children at risk. Without bold and transformative action, and increased 

resourcing to support this action, the international community will fail to achieve SDG Target 

8.7 by 2030. 

Increasingly, diverse groups of global stakeholders have risen to the challenge by coordinating 

effort in the fight against child labour, forced labour and human trafficking. In 2021, the 

International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour, these efforts have been redoubled with 

the help of a global campaign of support and many active multi-stakeholder collaborations. 

On 26 April 2021, a joint Ambassadorial Briefing of the Group of Friends of Children and the 

SDGs and the Group of Friends of Decent Work was held to discuss ways to organize and 

accelerate efforts to end child labour by 2025, in particular to combat the setbacks posed by 

the COVID crisis. Then on 11 June 2021, a high-level event was organized with the European 

Union, Government of Luxembourg, UNICEF and the ILO to discuss best practices and 

recommit to ending child labour. Building on the momentum created around the 

International Year, the Co-chairs of the two Groups of Friends, along with the group 

membership, agreed to issue a statement on the side-lines of High-Level Political Forum 

(HLPF) to garner additional support from Member states to continue the progress made to 

end child labour to date. 

Alliance 8.7, a multi-stakeholder and inclusive global partnership with the mission to assist all 

UN member States to fulfil their commitment to achieve SDG Target 8.7, will, for the third 

year in row, present the progress made on the Pathfinder Country Strategy.1 Since 2016, the 

Alliance has brought together actors at all levels to collaborate, strategize, share knowledge 

and ultimately accelerate progress. This year, the Alliance is proud to share annual updates 

on Pathfinder country progress by hosting a discussion among active Pathfinder country 

representatives at different stages in the process.  

Against this backdrop, Co-chairs of the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs and the 

Group of Friends of Decent Work, in partnership with Alliance 8.7, will organize a side event 

in the margins of the HLPF presenting the progress made by Alliance 8.7 Pathfinder countries, 

including promising practices and strategies to mobilize resources to achieve the target. The 

HLPF on Sustainable Development will be held from Tuesday 6 July to Thursday 15 July 2021, 

under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council with the overall theme "Sustainable 

and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and 

 
1 The Alliance 8.7 Pathfinder Country Strategy was launched in 2018 to accelerate action at national level. Pathfinder 

Countries are committed to sharing knowledge, testing new approaches from which others can learn to support Target 

8.7’s urgent deadline. To date, 26 countries have formally manifested an interest to become Pathfinder Countries. Some of 

these countries have already showed significant progress in the path to achieve SDG Target 8.7.  
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environmental dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective 

path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and 

delivery for sustainable development".  

 

 

Agenda 

 

13:00 – 13:15 Introduction by the Alliance 8.7 Secretariat  

Moderator: Ms Anousheh Karvar, Chair of the Alliance  8.7 

  

 

 

Opening segment 

 

Group of Friends of Children and SDGs and Group of Friends of Decent Work in 

collaboration with ILO and UNICEF will reference the joint statement on the 

International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour  

 

Speakers  

H.E. Mr Jean Asselborn, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, Luxembourg 

 

 

 Short video segment 

 

Launch of the 2021 progress e-reports of pathfinder countries  

 

13:15 – 14:25 

Panel discussion 

 

Greater commitment also means increased budgets, funding expanded 

programmes to provide children, their families and vulnerable population with 

real alternatives to child labour and reduced risks of modern slavery. To achieve 

SDG Target 8.7, it is important to draw on all sources of finance—public and 

private, domestic and international. This requires shifting from funding of 

individual projects to financing transformative and sustainable change. This 

panel discussion will present insights and updates on progress from Pathfinder 

countries focusing on resourcing needs and innovative strategies to overcome 

resourcing barriers. 

 

 

 

Speakers  

 

H.E. Silvia Lara Povedano, Minister of Labor and Social Security, Costa Rica  

 

H.E Ms Luisa María Alcalde Luján, Secretary of Labour and Social Security, 

Mexico (TBC) 

 

H.E Ms Vera Kamtukule, Deputy Minister of Labour, Malawi  

 

Ms Ms Birgitta Tazelaar, Deputy Director General for International 

Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands 

 

Mr Matthias Thorns, Deputy Secretary-General, IOE  
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Mr Kassahun Follo, President of Confederation of Ethiopian Trade Unions 

 

Ms Ebot Witney Tarh, Fair share campaign youth activist and Child Protection 

Officer at Survivors’ Network, Cameroon  

 

Ms Molly Namirembe, Youth Advocate and SCREAM programme Trainer, 

Uganda 

 

14:25 – 14:30 Closing remarks  

 

Speakers:  

 

H.E. Ms. Lachezara Stoeva, Permanent Representative to the UN in New York, 

Bulgaria  

 

 


