
                                 

UNGA 76: From Open Software to Open Society 

Digital Public Goods for Inclusive Digital & Social Transformation 

Background: 

As the COVID-19 pandemic threatened global development and accelerated the digitization of government, we have 

witnessed the power as well as the challenges of digital public goods (DPGs) and digital public infrastructure (DPIs) in 

response to the crisis.  DPIs, colloquially referred to as digital highways are critical tech-led infrastructure built to scale 

digital service delivery.  When built with open standards that are interoperable with principals of privacy defined as 

Digital Public Goods (DPGs), DPIs can maximize inclusion.  However, in order to deploy at scale and advance the 

sustainable development goals in tangible ways, digital solutions need to move beyond the tech stack debate to 

increasingly focus on the platform design for inclusion, community engagement and the governance frameworks.  This 

holds the greatest potential to accelerate the SDGs.   

The internet was originally created as a publicly managed network with an open-source ethos that encouraged 

collaboration and experimentation. Over time, however, the percentage of the internet that is open source and public has 

significantly decreased. Hence, much of the most useful information online is not easily accessible, especially to those who 

need it the most. Moreover, digital solutions in the public domain may not be easily accessible or evenly distributed, due 

to possible barriers in terms of language, content or infrastructure. Even when the relevant digital public good or open-

source solution is found, support and additional investment are still required to scale them up and successfully implement 

them. The DPGA, UNICEF and UNDP have been working with government, the private sector, civil society organizations 

on identifying and prioritizing opportunities for digital public goods (DPGs) to accelerate inclusive digital transformation.  

The UN Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation highlights the need for collaboration across stakeholders 

to accelerate DPGs, which are defined as “open source software, open data, open AI models, open standards and open 

content that adhere to privacy and other applicable laws and best practices, do no harm, and help attain the SDGs”. 

DPGs are crucial to the broader ongoing discussion at the United Nations regarding harnessing open source technologies 

to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. The Roadmap further recognizes the Digital Public Goods Alliance, a 

multi-stakeholder initiative facilitating the discovery, development, use of, and investment in digital public goods. 

As a multi-stakeholder initiative to implement the Secretary-General’s call for greater efforts to promote digital public 

goods, the DPGA intends to convene a virtual private high-level roundtable discussion during the High-Level Segment of 

the 76th General Assembly on digital public goods. The goal of the meeting is to bring light to the efforts led by several 

Member States to accelerate digital public goods, working with the DPGA, as outlined in the SG’s Roadmap for Digital 

Cooperation as well as the challenges posed by COVID-19. Furthermore, the session aims at strengthening learning and 

exchange between member states. Such exchanges are critical for enhancing our collective capacity to implement DPGs 

at scale. This complements other UNGA events on open source technologies, including those being organized by the Office 

of Information and Communications Technology and the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Technology. 

Meeting objective 

This session will explore the practical strategies Member States are using to leverage the potential of open source and 

DPGs to accelerate inclusive digital and social transformation especially in the context of COVID-19 adaptation and 

recovery. 

The session will provide an opportunity for Member States to: 



● Showcase results achieved through national policies, programmes and platforms that leverage digital public goods 

for successful digitization of public and social services and infrastructure, especially for women; 

● Share strategies and resources for inclusive digital transformation and specific recommendations on 

strengthening local capacity and supporting local economic development; and 

● Share specific proposals for the role of the different stakeholders including the UN in supporting Member States’ 

efforts in accelerating the development and use of DPGs at country level. 

 

Engagement level: Minister and/or Permanent Representative to the UN  

Date: Wednesday the 29th of September, 8 AM EST to 9:30 AM EST 

Hosted by: DPGA and supported by the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Technology and the United Nations 

Development Programme |(UNDP) 

Agenda: 

1. Opening remarks:  

• Liv Marte, DPGA Secretariat co-lead 

• Maria-Francesca Spatolisano, Officer in Charge of the Office of the Secretary General’s Envoy on 

Technology 

• Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator  

• Henrietta Fore, Executive Director of UNICEF 

2. Statements from all invited Member States, which are encouraged to address the following questions:  

● What are your digital transformation priorities for pandemic recovery?  

● How have you been leveraging DPGs for inclusive digital transformation including women and vulnerable 

communities, so far and what are you most proud of? 

● How are you collaborating with other Member States?  

● From your perspective, what role should the key stakeholders including the UN play to support inclusive 

transformation under the following categories: 

o general or sector specific digital strategies  

o enabling regulatory frameworks, including procurement reform, 

o more and better funded digital public goods available,  

o technical assistance for assessing and piloting DPGs  

o support for public sector staff to build own capacity/expertise 

 

3. Speakers to be invited and suggested themes (TBC): 

Member State Invited speaker 

Ghana Minister for Communications and Digitalisation, Mrs. Ursula Owusu-Ekuful 

Niger Minister Special Advisor to the President, Mr Ibrahima Guimba-Saidou 

Sierra Leone Minister of Basic and Senior Secondary Education and Chief Innovation Officer for the 

Directorate of Science, Technology and Innovation, Mr David Sengeh  

Singapore Minister for Communications and Information Mrs Josephine Teo 

Mexico 
Secretary of Communication and Transportation, Mr Jorge Arganis Díaz Leal 

The Philippines  Secretary of Department of Information and Communications Technology, Mr Gregorio B. 

Honasan II 

Vietnam Minister of Education and Training, Mr Nguyen Kim Son 

Kazakhstan Minister of Digital Development, Innovations, and Aerospace industry, Mr Bagdat Mussin 

Kyrgyzstan Minister of Digital Development, Mr Dastan Dogoev 



Jordan  Minister of Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship, Mr Ahmad Hanandeh  

Uzbekistan Minister of Innovative Development, Mr Ibrokhim Yu. Abdurakhmonov 

 

Switzerland Ambassador, Head of International Relations Service and Vice-Director Office Fédéral de la 

Communication (OFCOM), Mr. Thomas Schneider 

 

4. Summary of recommendations by Sunita Grote, Interim Strategy Group member of the DPGA and UNICEF 

Ventures Lead 

 


