
 

The Permanent Missions of Nigeria , Malawi and Morocco in 

Collaboration with The  Food And Agriculture Organization Of The 

United Nations ,  UN Technology Bank For LDCs  And Renew Our 

Earth Cordially invite Your Esteemed Delegation To A Hybrid Event . 
 

                                     Theme : 
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COVID -19 Era : Towards Africa Agenda 2063 And 
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                      Concept Note  

 
 
 
 1. Setting The Scene  



In 2018 Africa Heads of State signed an agreement that brought in the 
African Continental Free Trade Area ( AfCFTA ) – a game-changer in 
African regional and international trade.  
AfCFTA covers a market of more than 1.2 billion people and a 
combined GDP of $3 trillion, with the potential of augmenting intra-
African trade by over 50 %. The said agreement is projected to add $75 
billion in income to the rest of the world.  
.  
The AfCFTA has been geographically the largest free trade area in the 
world since the establishment of the World Trade Organization. With 
its coming into force in 2021, it has put African economies and all 
African countries on a better economic footing globally. The said 
agreement will enhance competitiveness and stimulate innovation, 
investment, and economic growth by augmenting efficiency and 
eradicating trade barriers. The removal of tariffs on goods is projected 
to increase the value of intra- Africa trade by 15-25 %; projected to be 
$50 billion and $70 billion in dollar amount.  
The AfCFTA to succeed and deliver on its promises, the African 
continent will need to improve its infrastructure and internet 
connectivity.  
 
 

2. Implementation of AfCFTA IN 2021  
The world in which the AfCFTA came into force was a markedly 
different one from which it was conceived. The economic destruction 
caused by COVID 19 manifested unprecedented health and financial 
crisis, which has reversed developments and slowed  
the region's growth prospects. For years to come, Africa will derive 
more significant benefits from diversification of trade and indeed 
moving up the value of the chain instead of free trade as the bulk of 
African exports are agriculture, raw materials, and mineral products.  
Africa's challenges are underdeveloped infrastructure, lack of 
electricity, labor force, and sparse agro-processing capacity. There is a 
need for Africa to diversify its products and have a functional 
infrastructure network that will also include food, transportation, and 
power. The success or otherwise of AfCFTA will be contingent on a 
rapid recovery post-COVID -19 global pandemic. 
 
Leadership under the Biden Administration 



  
The Biden administration could increase its economic partnership with 
the African continent to the mutual benefit of both and collaborate with 
partners to inject private finance into Africa's single market. Using 
existing development tools and co-investing with other bilateral and 
multilateral agencies, the United States should provide support to 
Africa's regional integration project.  
The United States and Africa have an opportunity with the incoming 
administration to augment the scope and quality of their economic 
exchange. AfCFTA provides a platform to achieve that.  
 
 

China - Africa - AfCFTA and the Belt and Road.  
 
AfCFTA and the Belt and Road initiative will consolidate the 
flourishing relationship between Africa and China. Still, it will also 
push for additional infrastructure, connectivity, trade facilities, and 
industrial promotion investments. It offers Africa and China an 
opportunity to expand cooperation and should be seen as a new path 
for further economic prosperity for Africa and China.  
Stakeholders in China see this agreement as an opportunity for Africa 
and China to expand their already blooming cooperation.  
AfCFTA agenda needs Chinese infrastructure investment to succeed 
and should be seen as a new path for further economic prosperity for 
China and Africa.  
 
 
3. AfCFTA will render Africa more resilient to respond to 
future public health crises.  
The pandemic has underscored Africa's significance in building 
resilience and mitigating its reliance on international supply chains for 
critical services and products.  
Adopting a regional approach to developing value chains would enable 
State parties to employ their comparative advantages, attract 
investments in much-needed infrastructure and create economies of 
scale.  
Health services negotiations need to be included in the ongoing 
COVID19 pandemic in the round of service negotiations. The pandemic 



has highlighted the significance of digitalization for accelerating intra-
Africa Trade.  
E-commerce is critical for businesses, especially during the ongoing 
COVID-19 crisis, to continue operating and for consumers to access 
essential services. In Africa, there is a need to create a thriving 
environment for e-commerce and e-transactions, which requires 
investments in a healthy functioning telecommunications 
infrastructure. The COVID-19global pandemic crisis should be seen as 
an opportunity to strengthen intra-African supply chains, enhance 
resilience, and improve Africa's infrastructure and health systems. 
The impact that COVID 19 is predicted to have on Africa is the best 
argument for the urgency and significance of AfCFTA in unlocking 
Africa's potential.  
The African Continental Free Trade Area and the appropriate measure 
could significantly mitigate the shocks of COVID-19's economic impact 
on Africa. The COVID-19 crisis will have a long-term, robust and 
adverse effect on Africa as it hits its economies.  
If the crisis worsens, Africa will experience a decrease in GDP of 7.9 %. 
The fall in the world GDP will inevitably lead to a grave fall in the 
export demand for African products due to the fall in the global market. 
The AfCFTA will have the advantage of boosting intra-African trade, 
contributing to mitigating the rapid decline in African GDP.  
An implemented African Continental Free Trade Area might mitigate 
an economic impact as it could serve as a real economic engine at the 
continental level; policymakers must maintain the momentum towards 
its implementation.  
The COVID-19 crisis could significantly reorganize global value chains 
(GVCs ), leading to a higher reliance on regional value chains (RVCs).  
Trade facilitation measures can be a life saver for food and nutrition 
security. At the sectoral level, they substantially impact intra-African 
trade in agriculture, food, petroleum, and chemicals – sectors linked to 
the continent's ambitious food security policy.  
Without the implementation of such measures, the inevitable 
disruption of supply chains, in the long run, could affect African food 
security, particularly during the plague of locusts in East Africa and the 
persistent drought in the southern parts of Africa.  
 
 



4. Policy measures that policymakers should take into 
consideration.  
 
Leaders should speed up the implementation of AfCFTA; involve all 
economic operators in identifying priorities for trade facilitation 
reforms and enablers for a quick implementation of the agreement.  
Fast-tracking imports and exports by the creation of green lanes for the 
pharmaceutical and food industry is a priority, as well as strategizing 
an approach to build forward better,  
through a strong emphasis on climate-resilient and green regional 
value chains.  
Initial AfCFTA trade could commence with green lanes on much-
needed critical goods to combat the pandemic. The African Union, to 
ensure that the AfCFTA can be an effective tool for fighting the 
pandemic, could mandate the mainstreaming of COVID-19 strategies 
into national AfCFTA plans.  
Since the AfCFTA can provide the vehicle for going to scale through a 
pooled market, policymakers should pursue specific trade facilitation 
measures and resilient infrastructures in their current agreement 
implementation. 
 
  
5. Objectives of the event :  
The event will bring together representatives of Governments, UN 
Agencies, and development and Trade partners and encourage the 
exchange of views, sharing of experiences, and settling of common 
goals and targets in line with the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly those related to 
health, Trade, and partnerships. Accordingly, the event is expected to 
provide a platform for participants to :  

●Highlight challenges Africa faces with the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic on Trade andAfCFTA. 

●Articulate possible solutions to unreliable 

infrastructures and their impact on E-commerce ● 

Reflect on how to ensure that the effect of COVID-19 on 

SMEs is nonpermanent. 

●Make connections among various development 

frameworks, including Africa Agenda2063, and the 2030 



Agenda for Sustainable Development ( in particular 

Goals 8, 9, 11, 12 and 17 ) 

 
 

6. Guiding Questions  
Participants are encouraged, in their interventions, to address any or 
all of the following guiding questions : 

●How can Africa develop and implement more commercial 

activities within the region, with a more flexible 

trading arrangement suitable for the unique 

circumstances of countries in Africa? 

●How can we raise Africa's voice and negotiating power 

in world trade engagements? 

●What international support does Africa need in 

capacity, knowledge, access to the latest science and 

technology, and financing instruments to develop 

infrastructures? 

●How can Africa counterbalance the rising trade costs, 

improve the capacity of AfricanCountries to better 

benefit from the reorganization of GVCs, and strengthen 

RVCs – thus mitigating the economic and social impact 

of the crisis through new business opportunities, 

counterbalancing the deflating pressures on production 

and salaries? 

●How can we ensure that the continent's ambitious food 

security policy has a substantial impact on intra- 

African Trade in agriculture, food, petroleum, and 

chemicals sectors 

and that lack of implementation of which the disruption of supply 
chains could affect African food security and sovereignty?  
 
 

7. Expected Outcomes  
It is expected that the side event would : 



●Raise awareness, augment commitment, and deepen 

dialogue among the MemberStates, including 

representatives of Africa as well as key stakeholders, 

on Trade and e-commerce in the COVID-19 recovery and 

rehabilitation plans; and ● Synthesize views expressed 

by participants and present the key messages as 

possible policy recommendations for Trade, E-

Commerce, Fintech, Bitcoin, and Global Health. 
 
 

8. Format  
It is expected that the event would be comprised of four segments : 

●An opening segment with keynote addresses by high-

level participants ; 

●A panel session with experts presentations on the 

various aspects of the overarching theme of the event ; 

●Interactive session/sharing of perspectives and brief 

comments by participants ; 

●Response by the panelists and closing remarks. 

●A virtual "Africa and Asia "Concert after the program. 
 
 

9. Expected Participants  
It is expected that the event will be attended by : 

●Representatives of the UN Member States ; 

●Representatives of relevant UN entities and other 

international organizations ; 

●Representatives of African regional and sub-regional 

organizations. 

●Representatives of significant development partners ; 

●Representatives of major Civil Society Organizations 

(CSOs), the private sector,Academia, and interfaith 

communities.  
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